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Beatles forerunners star turn at Romstock 

QUARRYMEN IN 

FESTIVAL COUP 



The Quarrymen, with John Lennon, third from right, and Rod Davis, right, Romstock organiser Mark Moran, who managed to 
on their way to St Peter’s Church fete at Woolton in 1957. Pic: Rod Davis attract The Quarrymen to play at the festival this weekend 


Report by Dayna Farrington 


JOHN Lennon’s former band 
The Quarrymen steal the 
spotlight this weekend when 
they perform at the Romstock 
music festival. 

The Quarrymen, which Lennon 
started in 1956 before he went on to 
form The Beatles, will perform on 
Saturday with some of his former 
bandmates in the line-up. 

Rod Davis, a former schoolfriend of Lennon’s, 
will feature alongside Colin Hanton, Len Garry 
and Charles Newby - who have all performed 
alongside various members of The Fab Four. 

The festival is held at Romsley Playing 
Fields, St Kenelms Road, Romsley, near Hale¬ 
sowen. 

The Quarrymen booking came about after 
the festival’s band co-ordinator Mark Moran’s 
daughter, who goes to university in Liverpool, 
told her father about a plaque on a house 
around the corner to where she lived in Wool- 
ton where the Quarrymen used to rehearse. 

Mr Moran said: “I’ve always been a huge 
Beatles fan and it got me wondering whether 
The Quarrymen were still going. 

Birthplace 

“I always remember that famous photo of 
The Quarrymen performing at the Woolton 
church fete. There was this blue plaque on this 
detached house which states it’s the birthplace 
of The Beatles. The Quarrymen recorded there 
and I just thought ‘wow’. 

“I managed to get in touch with Rod Davis 
to ask what the chances are for them to come 
and play at Romstock - and they have agreed. I 
couldn’t believe it - it is amazing. 

“It is a great opportunity for Beatles and 
music fans in general to embrace musical his¬ 
tory on our doorstep.” 

Lennon formed skiffle band The Quarrymen 
at Liverpool’s Quarry Bank School before Paul 
McCartney and George Harrison joined the 
line-up. The band later evolved to become The 
Beatles. 

Rod said the original members of The Quar¬ 
rymen reunited when they were persuaded to 
take to the stage when they all attended The 
Cavern Club’s 40th birthday in 1997 and have 


been playing together since. Three of the orig¬ 
inal band members - Rod, Colin and Len - are 
set to take the stage at the festival. They will 
be joined by Chas Newby, who played bass 
with The Beatles during several gigs, shortly 
after Stuart Sutcliffe’s departure. Rod said: 
“I met John when I was five-years-old at Sun¬ 
day school and then we later went to the same 
school when we were 11-years-old. When we 
were 14 we formed The Quarrymen. 

“I was one of the original members of The 
Quarrymen -1 started off as the banjo player, I 
only played alongside John. 

“People joined the band and people left - I 
left as they became more of a rock ‘n’ roll group. 

“I was more interested in blues and you can’t 
have a banjo player in a rock ‘n’ roll band. Paul 
McCartney actually took over my place.” 

Mr Davis, who now lives in London, even has 
an iconic photograph of The Quarrymen on the 
back of a truck at the St Peter’s Church garden 
fete in Woolton, Liverpool, taken in 1957 by his 


father. He said: “The photo of the group on the 
lorry was taken by my father. The lad in the 
check shirt sitting next to the drummer is of 
course John Lennon. 

The tea chest bass player in the photo with 
his back to the camera, Len Garry, who played 
in the group with John and Paul, will be on gui¬ 
tar and vocals on Saturday. 

Danger 

The drummer in the photo, Colin Hanton, 
who played with John, Paul and George is on 
the famous recording of ‘In Spite of all the Dan¬ 
ger’ and ‘That’ll be the Day’ which are tracks 
three and four on The Anthology.” 

Mr Davis added: “We are really looking for¬ 
ward to this weekend. Our performance will 
feature four guys who have all played with var¬ 
ious members of The Beatles. 

“We play the music we were playing in the 
1950s. There are so many Beatles lookalike and 


soundalike bands but people want to hear the 
music that inspired them in the 50s.” 

The festival, which is in its seventh year, 
launched in 2012 for the Queen’s Diamond Ju¬ 
bilee and now attracts more than 1,000 people. 

Cash raised during the celebrations, which 
ends at 9pm, will support youth projects in the 
parish. Mr Moran added: “This year’s line up is 
quite sensational.” 

Madness tribute band ‘Prone to Madness’ 
will open the festival at noon, followed by nine 
other acts including The Quarrymen - who will 
meet and greet the audience after their perfor¬ 
mance. 

Youngsters will have the chance to enjoy a 
children’s play area and skate park, while a bar 
will be on offer for adults. 

Early bird wristbands, which are £15 per 
adult, £3 for over-5s, are available from Roms- 
ley’s Co-op or online at romsley parish council. 
gov.uk/romstock 


COMEDY 

Chase star Sinha 
the headline act 

THE Chase star Paul Sinha headlines the 
first-ever comedy festival at a Stourbridge 
pub tonight (Thursday). 

Fitz Fest features 13 pro acts over four 
nights in a specially-constructed marquee 
at Katie Fitzgerald’s in Wol¬ 
laston. 

Tonight’s opening night 
is headlined by quiz champ 
Sinha. 

It will also feature Nick 
Page, a semi-finalist on this 
year’s Britain’s Got Talent. 

Tickets still remain for the 
other nights, featuring Seann 
Walsh, Barbara Nice, the housewife char¬ 
acter creation of Phoenix Nights star Jan¬ 
ice Connolly, and popular Black Country 
comic Jonny Cole. 

Compere, Dudley comic Wayne Beese, 
said: “The response has been phenome¬ 
nal.” 

Tickets cost £15 per show or two shows 
at £25. See www.skiddle.com/e/13150821 

SHOPS 

Doubt surrounding 
Mothercare future 

THE future of Mothercare at the Merry Hill 
shopping centre is in doubt. 

The shop was not on the list of 50 of the 
firm’s underperforming stores lined up for 
closure. However, its fate and that of 300 
Mothercare staff across the country is up 
in the air after it emerged that a key plank 
of the retailer’s restructuring plan was re¬ 
jected by creditors. 

Mothercare said rent reduction pro¬ 
posals for Children’s World, a subsidiary 
housing 21 of its stores, including that at 
intu Merry Hill, had been knocked back by 
landlords. 

The retailer is now considering “all op¬ 
tions” for the unit, including shutting the 
outlets, which employ 336 people. 

It came days after Mothercare was given 
the green light to axe 50 underperforming 
stores, including Early Learning Centre fas- 
cias, with 800 jobs at risk. 

Mothercare chairman Clive Whiley said 
its next steps were being considered. 
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New glimpse of village for 2022 Games 



Games Village impression 


A NEW artist’s impression reveals what 
Birmingham’s Commonweath Games 
Village will look like when it welcomes 
sportsmen and women from around the 
world in 2022. 

After providing a temporary home 
for 6,500 athletes and officials during 
the Games, the village will then be 
converted into 1,000 more permanent 
homes as the heart of a regeneration 
plan for the Perry Barr area of the city. 

Eventually up to 3,000 new homes 
will be built around the north-west of 
Birmingham. The games village will in¬ 
clude accommodation, dining, medical, 


transport and essential services for ath¬ 
letes and team officials and will be sit¬ 
uated on a 59-acre (24-hectare) site off 
the A453 Aldridge Road. 

The site is the current location of 
the old University of Central England 
(UCE) and Birmingham City Univer¬ 
sity (BCU) campus near Perry Barr 
greyhound stadium and the One Stop 
Shopping Centre and is just a mile from 
Alexander Stadium, which will play a 
pivotal role during the games. 

The competitors and officials will 
be housed in a mix of one and two-bed 
apartments as well as three and four- 


bed town houses. After the Games, the 
accommodation will be converted and 
become available as a mixture of homes 
for sale or rent, including some offered 
at social and affordable rent through 
the city council’s Birmingham Munici¬ 
pal Housing Trust and In-Reach rental 
initiative. 

As part of the village development, 
there are plans to invest in wider in¬ 
frastructure in the surrounding area, 
including the introduction of a SPRINT 
rapid bus service along the A34, and 
work to upgrade Perry Barr railway 
station. 


£30111 technology 
campus wins support 


A BID for a new £30 million 
college campus in Dud¬ 
ley has been given the go- 
ahead by the Department for 
Education. 

The creation of the Institute of 
Technology will help transform 
the town centre, bosses have 
said. 

Proposals led by Dudley College 
will see land redeveloped in Tipton 
Road, near the planned Very Light 
Rail Innovation Centre. 

Lowell Williams, the college’s chief 
executive officer and chair of the 
board of Dudley Academies Trust, 
said: “I believe the proposal to cre¬ 
ate an Institute of Technology at the 
heart of Dudley is an ambitious vision 
whose time has come. 

“I felt we had a very strong bid and 
I’m delighted we have been selected 
to take our proposal forward. 

“Developing a technically skilled 
workforce and providing an even 
wider range of career pathways for 
the people of Dudley is what this bid 
is all about. 

“The fact that other regional col¬ 
leges have been successful too is par¬ 
ticularly pleasing and it looks like 
further education colleges in the West 
Midlands are leading a renaissance in 
technical education. ” 

Innovation 

The bid was backed by other or¬ 
ganisations including The University 
of Wolverhampton, Thomas Dudley, 
Fulcro and Dudley NHS. 

Plans to establish the institute is 
part of the creation of an ‘innovation 
park’ in Dudley. 

It one of only a small group of ap¬ 
proved bidders across the country 
- and now needs final sign off by gov¬ 
ernment before building can begin. 



An artist’s impression of the Institute of Technology which Dudley College bosses say could transform the town centre 


Dudley North MP Ian Austin wel¬ 
comed the news, saying: “Further 
investment in Dudley and the wider 
region is always welcome. I’m back¬ 
ing this bid all the way. Well done 
Dudley College.” 

The campus will provide hi-tech 
facilities for advanced level skills 
training in technology, according 
to bosses. It will provide progress 
routes from Dudley College’s other 
skills training centres, Advance I and 
Advance II. The Innovation Park will 


bring together a number of initiatives 
‘that would cluster research and in¬ 
novation centres together including 
the Very Light Rail Innovation Cen¬ 
tre’. 

It will be built between the Black 
Country Living Museum and Dudley 
Zoo. 

The second stage of the process to 
secure the final go-ahead for the pro¬ 
ject will begin in July with Govern¬ 
ment backing expected by the end of 
the year. 


Other successful bids included pro¬ 
posals led by Solihull College and a 
joint bid from North Warwickshire 
and South Leicestershire Colleges. 

Meanwhile, Dudley College of 
Technology is among 52 schools and 
colleges to have been named among 
the first T-level providers. 

The T-levels are technical qual¬ 
ifications at A-level standard and 
have been described as the greatest 
shake-up of technical education for 
70 years. 


Transport 
chiefs back 
motorway 
bypass plan 

A CONTROVERSIAL new 40-mile mo¬ 
torway that will plough through coun¬ 
tryside skirting the Black Country has 
been backed by transport bosses. 

Midlands Connect is considering plans 
for the ‘Western Strategic Route’, which 
would connect the M5 junction 4a at 
Bromsgrove with junction 2 of the M54, 
near the i54 business park. 

The transport body’s new report says 
the route would offer ‘the biggest ben¬ 
efit’ for improving journey times and 
supporting economic growth. It says the 
route could reduce traffic on stretches of 
the M6 and M5 by one fifth, and could 
also connect up to 45,000 homes. 

The exact path has not yet been final¬ 
ised, although it appears to mirror the 
Western Orbital scheme and the Wol¬ 
verhampton Bypass, thrown out twice 
before. Initial plans suggest it is set to 
pass near Codsall, Codsall Wood, Per- 
ton, Pattingham, Wombourne, Dudley, 
Stourbridge and Kidderminster. 

The report details 10 recommenda¬ 
tions to tackle congestion including 
measures to make the best use of the 
M6 Toll, new park and ride sites, and 
introducing ramp metering on the M5 
Junctions 1 and 2. 

Midlands Connect director Maria 
Machancoses, said: “The recommenda¬ 
tions are a bold statement of intent as to 
what is required to make the Midlands’ 
motorway network fit for purpose.” 

Jeremy Bloom, of Highways England, 
said: “We agree that a vision for the fu¬ 
ture will help us to develop an invest¬ 
ment strategy that solves the problems.” 

Tom on motorway 
for city concert 

MUSICIAN and radio presenter Tom 
Robinson will play in Birmingham on a 
new UK tour in October. 

His band will be at The Glee Club in 
The Arcadian, Hurst Street, on October 
10 . 

The Tom Robinson Band had a string 
of hit singles in the 1970s including 2-4- 
6-8 Motorway. His solo hits in the 1980s 
included War Baby. 

Tom, aged 68, has a show on BBC 
Radio 6 Music. 

Art and dance at 
family fun festival 

A COMMUNITY fun day is being held 
as part of a Festival of Learning. 

Dudley Wood Neighbourhood Learn¬ 
ing Centre in Dudley Wood Road will 
host the event on June 23 from 11am to 
2pm. It will include crafts, health advice, 
children’s dancing and an art display. 
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Changes on 
the buses as 
faster service 
introduced 

A NEW, faster bus service will be 
launched later this year under new 
plans by National Express West Mid¬ 
lands. 

The express service will run be¬ 
tween Birmingham, City Hospital, 
Smethwick, Oldbury, Dudley and 
Wolverhampton. A new direct service 
and regular links between Halesowen 
and Russells Hall Hospital, and be¬ 
tween Merry Hill and Gornal Wood, 
are also expected. The new routes and 
changes are expected to start from 
September 2. 

Tom Stables, managing director 
for National Express West Midlands, 
said: “Our new Dudley network 
means faster and more frequent ser¬ 
vices for our Black Country custom¬ 
ers. And it means we can bring our 
beautiful top-spec platinum bus ser¬ 
vices - with free wi-fi and USB charg¬ 
ing - to Smethwick, Blackheath and 
Oldbury.” 

National Express West Midlands’ 
Sandwell and Dudley low fare zone 
will still apply - with £3 for a day 
ticket and £1.50 for a child day ticket. 
An adult weekly travelcard for inside 
the zone is £11 and a child’s weekly 
travelcard costs £7. 

The low fare zone takes in Stour¬ 
bridge, Merry Hill, Dudley, Wednes- 
bury, West Bromwich, Oldbury, 
Blackheath and Halesowen. The final 
draft of proposed changes can be 
found at nxbus.co.uk/dudley 

Housebuilder is 
helping dancers 

A HOUSEBUILDER has given a 
£1,000 donation to help a Halesow¬ 
en-based dance troupe to represent 
England in an international competi¬ 
tion in Spain this summer. 

Jordon’s School of Dance was cho¬ 
sen by Persimmon Homes Central to 
become one of its Community Cham¬ 
pions. 

The scheme invites local groups and 
charities to bid for a match-funded do¬ 
nation of up to £1,000. 

It is the third year that dancers with 
the troupe have represented England 
in the dance World Cup competition. 
Some 38 dancers will compete this 
year. They will fly out to compete in 
Sitges, near Barcelona, from June 22- 
30, with school principals Donna and 
Joanne May. 


Park story walks 

STORY walks will be held as part of 
a National Bookstart Week event in 
Stourbridge. Free picture books for 
youngsters and owl craft activities 
take place at Mary Stevens Park to¬ 
morrow (Friday) from noon to 2pm. 


Designer village plans to face scrutiny 



Lion Farm playing fields in the centre 


THE developers at the centre of a 
controversial scheme to build a £200 
million shopping centre on playing 
fields have announced their plans will 
be available for public scrutiny. 

Birmingham-based developer Jer¬ 
emy Knight-Adams wants to build a 
designer outlet shopping centre on 
the Sandwell site close to Junction 2 
of the M5 - which could lead to the 
creation of 2,000 jobs. 

The scheme at Lion Farm, Oldbury, 
which was first proposed in 2012, is 
opposed by campaigners who claimed 
decisions have been made behind 


closed doors. Now the owner of the 
company, Mr Jeremy Knight-Adams, 
has given his own personal assurance 
that residents will be consulted about 
the plans. 

He said: “Since I was last contacted 
in November my team has progressed 
on significant background work for 
this exciting opportunity that will de¬ 
liver a step change for the people of 
Sandwell.” 

Campaigners opposing the scheme 
say it has been planned in ‘secrecy’ 
and will destroy almost 20 hectares of 
green space and cause traffic conges¬ 


tion. The Lion Farm site is home to 13 
football fields and changing facilities. 

The council has flatly denied pro¬ 
testers’ claims and in a statement - 
following a protest by demonstrators 
last month - outlined the transpar¬ 
ency of discussions. 

It said the proposal had gone 
through a number of public council 
meetings including cabinet in Janu¬ 
ary 2013 followed by full council in 
March 2013. 

A planning application for the pro¬ 
posal is expected to be lodged with 
Sandwell Council later this year. 


Flats plan at former 
shops parade refused 


PLANS to transform a Dudley shop¬ 
ping parade into more than 30 flats 
have been refused by council plan¬ 
ners over a lack of affordable hous¬ 
ing. 

The application was to conver a build¬ 
ing on High Street, near St Thomas’s 
Church and the war memorial, into 33 
apartments. 

The scheme, which included car parking and 
an additional retail unit, proposed 10 two-bed- 
room flats, 20 one-bedroom flats and three stu¬ 
dio flats. 

The 1,000 sq ft site features shops on High 
Street, which would have formed part of a 
larger building backing onto King Street. The 
ground floor commercial space would have been 
remodelled allowing for three smaller commer¬ 
cial units instead of two larger existing units. 

Consent had already been granted for 33 
flats on the second floor - subject to conditions 
- but has yet to get off the ground. 

Parade 

Dudley Council’s chief officer for regener¬ 
ation and enterprise, Helen Martin, has now 
refused the application - as the development 
won’t provide enough affordable housing. 

The shopping parade had previously gone 
on the market for £1.5 million in a bid to kick- 
start the development. 

A decision notice states: “The application 
has failed to provide reasoned justification or 
a financial appraisal to justify that the provi¬ 
sion of affordable housing would render the 
scheme unviable. The applicant has not there¬ 
fore entered into a section 106 agreement for 
the provision of on-site affordable housing or a 
payment of an off-site commuted sum.” 

Former council regeneration boss Council¬ 
lor Khurshid Ahmed said: “It is disappointing 
that developers were not able to demonstrate 
or provide the amount of affordable housing. 

“The developers have not signed the appro¬ 
priate section 106 agreement to continue with 
the development, which would enhance the 
local area and provide more accommodation 
available for local people.” 


Just the plaice for a sing-along 



Cradley Heath Male Voice Choir singing in Joes Chip Shop. From left, John Pritchard, Peter freakley, 
Eddie Nicholls, Cynthia Partridge, Jessica Marsden,Roy Gadd, David Perry and Andrew Lacon 


FISH and chip shop customers 
were serenaded by a male voice 
choir as they waited for their or¬ 
ders. 

Cradley Male Voice Choir sang 
a selection of songs at Ivan’s Fish 
and Chip Shop, in Reddal Hill 
Road, and at Joe’s Place, in Crad¬ 
ley Road, last Saturday. It was all 


part of this year’s Cradley Heath 
Art Festival, which runs until Sat¬ 
urday. 

Lizzy Lee, secretary to festival 
organisers Cradley Heath Crea¬ 
tive, said: “The performance was 
part of the Cradley Heath Art 
Festival, which we run every year 
to try to promote our local artists 


in Cradley. As part of that we had 
the Cradley Male Voice Choir per¬ 
forming in two of our chip shops. 

“It was quite funny to see peo¬ 
ple walking in, not expecting to 
see a choir performing.” 

For details, including the fes¬ 
tival programme, visit www.crad 
leyheathcr eative .co.uk 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Patience praised 
over roadworks 

A COUNCIL highways boss has 
thanked people for their patience as 
a multi-million traffic-busting scheme 
in Dudley nears completion. 

A 12-month programme of work has 
been taking place to improve Pensnett 
High Street. The new traffic lights at 
the junction of High Street and High 
Oak has now opened to traffic follow¬ 
ing the work to improve road and pe¬ 
destrian safety, reduce congestion and 
improve traffic flow in the area. 

Improvements also included an ad¬ 
ditional pedestrian crossing on High 
Street. Bradley Street has been closed 
to through traffic and Birds Meadow 
and Tansey Green Road has been 
made left-turn only. 

Councillor Karen Shakespeare, 
Dudley Council’s cabinet member for 
environmental services, said: “A big 
thank you to all the residents, busi¬ 
nesses and motorists for bearing with 
us over the last 12 months.” 

Care team's top 
tunes revealed 

A CARE home team were all signing 
from the same song sheet as they 
launched their latest campaign as 
part of Dementia Action Week. 

Home Instead Senior Care, in Dud¬ 
ley, has created a ‘SongsToRemember’ 
top 10 of favourite tunes that caregiv¬ 
ers and their clients love to sing to¬ 
gether. The three most popular songs 
were Bring Me Sunshine, It’s A Long 
Way To Tipperary and You Are My 
Sunshine. 

The team at the Dudley and 
Sandwell South office used the #Song 
sToRemember song sheet to sing 
along with their clients and colleagues 
and posted pictures and updates on so¬ 
cial media using the hashtag. 

Tribute band set to 
play the Best of Foo 

A FOO Fighters tribute band will take 
the stage in Stourbridge later this 
month. 

Food Fighterz will perform at the 
River Rooms on June 22. Fans can ex¬ 
pect the band’s biggest hits like Best 
Of You, Times Like These and Mon¬ 
key Wrench. 

Tickets cost £8. Call 01384 397 177 
or 07986 577 661. 

Find feet at town 
hall movie show 

DRAMA Finding Your Feet will be 
shown as part of a movie matinee pro¬ 
gramme on July 2 in Stourbridge. 

The film, starring Imelda Staun¬ 
ton, Celia Imrie, Timothy Spall and 
Joanna Lumley, will be screened at 
Stourbridge Town Hall at 1.30pm. 

Tickets cost £4.50. To book call 
01384 812812. 
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( Hearing Problems 

...or maybe just ear wax? 


DON'T SUFFER IN SILENCE! 

The symptoms of ear wax are 
impaired hearing, dizziness, ear 
pain, a plugged or full sensation 
and ringing in the ear. It is very 
common for ears to become 
blocked with wax, leading to 
discomfort, pain and hearing loss. 

You should never attempt to self-dean and 
always seek professional advice. We offer safe, 
gentle and effective methods of wax removal. 



FOR A LIMITED TIME, WITH THIS ADVERT 

25% MICR0SUCTI0N 
OFF WAX REMOVAL 


Stourbridge ^fK aringCentre 

Hearing Stourbridge DY81DE 

'©'Centre 01384 476 306 


CREATE AN ENTRANCE.. 




... and visit our 
Halesowen Showroom 


MADE TO 
MEASURE 
& FITTED 




OAK LODGE DOORS LTD 


www.oaklodgedoors.co.uk 
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Borough among worst-hit 
for number of fuel thefts 


PETROL stations in the Black Country were targeted more 
than 3,000 times in a year by fuel thieves, with Dudley one of 
the worst hit areas, new figures show. 

MP for Dudley South Mike Wood is urging police and fuel stations to 
work hard to ‘cut out’ the crime. 

West Midlands Police is now encouraging businesses to operate pre-pay poli¬ 
cies to help foil criminals who speed off from petrol forecourts without paying. 
- The figures show that from May 


Heart attack 
death after 
collision 

A MAN died after suffering a cardiac 
arrest in Amblecote. 

Emergency services were called to 
High Street at around 11.10am on 
Friday following reports of a one-ve¬ 
hicle collision. A man in his 70s was 
taken to hospital but later died. 

The road was closed by police, close 
to the junction of Vicarage Road, but 
reopened around an hour later. 

Jamie Arrowsmith, West Midlands 
Ambulance Service spokesman, said: 
“On arrival, crews discovered a man 
in cardiac arrest. Bystanders had al¬ 
ready commenced CPR. 

“Ambulance staff took over and also 
administered advanced life support 
which continued en-route to Russells 
Hall Hospital. Unfortunately, shortly 
after arrival at the hospital it became 
apparent that nothing could be done 
to save him.” 


last year to April this year, there were 
1,070 incidents in Sandwell, 725 in 
Dudley, 653 in Walsall and 632 in Wol¬ 
verhampton. 

Mr Wood said: “This is not a vic¬ 
timless crime. The cost of these thefts 
are felt by honest motorists. We need 
police and petrol stations to work as 
closely together as possible to really 
cut this out.” 

West Midlands Police lead for busi¬ 
ness crime, Supt Harvi Khatkar, said: 
“We work closely with petrol station 
managers and the British Oil Security 
Syndicate on tackling this issue. 

Policy 

“While encouraging businesses to 
take steps to minimise the likelihood 
of them becoming a victim - such as 
operating a pre-pay policy and in¬ 
stalling good quality CCTV - we also 
routinely share images of fuel theft 
suspects on our Flickr and Facebook 
pages.” 

The figures show the number of bilk¬ 
ing incidents across the Black Country 
has decreased across the year. In May 
last year there were 353 incidents of 
petrol theft, compared to 265 in April. 

In a guide created for retailers this 
year, the Association of Convenience 
Stores claimed the annual cost of bilk¬ 
ing to UK stations was £19million. 


Blind Dave runs up support for road race 



Blind Dave Heeley and Seamus with Alan Bowler, Halesowen and Rowley Regis Rotary Club and store manager Darren Burke 

BLIND Dave Heeley is taking part in sponsors The Big Pet Store this week, round.” Also taking part are Mr Street 
this year’s Black Country Road Run, He said: “It’s a race I always enjoy and Mr Morris. Mr Street said: “I am 
joining West Midlands Mayor Andy doing and the only one I dress up in very much looking forward to taking 
Street and Halesowen and Rowley Re- costume. This year I’m thinking about part in this event which promises to 
gis MP James Morris. going as a leprechaun with a friend.” be a great occasion. 

The 10km and family fun run takes Mr Heeley last took part in the Sut- “Not only will it be a great event for 
place in Halesowen on July 1. It is ton Coldfield 10km, and before that runners but will also raise money for 
organised by Halesowen and Rowley the Birmingham 10km. He plans to many good causes in the Black Coun- 
Regis Rotary Club. run the 10km, which starts at 10am, try and beyond.” 

Mr Heeley, from West Bromwich, and the family fun run at 11am. The race starts and finishes in Hale- 

will be taking part for the seventh He said: “The best thing about the sowen town centre. Enter at www.the 
year. He posed for a picture outside race is the ice cream parlour halfway blackcountryrun.com 


Green light for 
Lye rubble 
recycle site 

A LARGE recycling depot will be 
built on the former Helix factory site 
in Lye after planning bosses gave the 
thumbs up to the scheme. 

The family-run facility will move to 
a different part of the plot formerly 
occupied by the stationery giant, in 
Engine Lane, and is expected to create 
around 50 jobs. 

The company, which recycles ag¬ 
gregate material for the construction 
industry, currently operates from 
an unauthorised site in nearby Bott 
Lane. The applicant wrote to Dudley 
Council insisting it was ‘paramount 
for all concerned’ that the firm be al¬ 
lowed to remain. 

The current site, which has no plan¬ 
ning permission, is the subject of a 
council enforcement notice. 

Principal planning officer Peter 
Reed said the company had been there 
for more than 12 months and there 
had been no accidents reported there 
or problems arising from its presence. 

Councillor Mohammed Hanif, who 
represents the area, said he had re¬ 
ceived several complaints from resi¬ 
dents about noise from the business 
and asked for six-monthly noise mon¬ 
itoring checks to be made. 

The depot, which will process 
40,000 tons of waste a year, has been 
given permission to operate from the 
site for three years. 

Two arrested after 
man hurt in attack 

TWO men, aged 31 and 23, were ar¬ 
rested on suspicion of assault after 
a man was attacked near the Mount 
Pleasant pub in Kingswinford. 

Police, paramedics and Midlands 
Air Ambulance were called to Cot 
Lane on Sunday at about 4.50pm. The 
man, in his 40s, remains serious but 
stable in hospital. 



25%0Fi 

all these 
brands and 
many more 



The Most Competitive Prices in the 
Midlands on all Leading Manufacturers 

Bridgecraft • G Plan • Nathan • Parker Knoll 
• Sherborne • Duresta • Vale 




Pa 


Fine Furniture 


We have a price match policy 


HIGH STREET, STOURBRIDGE 
Tel: 01384 394176 Sales@pargetersfurniture.co.uk 


© Denture Care Clinic 

Hand crafted dentures 



“If you wear a denture 
then Lee Torrington is 
the man to see. A special 
thanks to him and his 
team for producing a 
fantastic upper denture for 
me. It is so natural looking 
and crafted to perfection” 


HOME VISITS AVAILABLE DENTURE PROBLEMS ? 

Call for a consultation 

Lee Torrington • CDT Royal College Of Surgeons England RDT 

0121 585 8136 

3 A Blackberry Lane, Halesowen, B63 4NX 


a 


facebook 


CC’S BOUTIQUE 


NEW FASHION BOUTIQUE 

Beautiful one off finds 
New Exciting Venture Coming Soon 




Beautiful shirts, jumpers, dresses shoes, 
jewellery & much more 
Stock arriving daily 

166 HALESOWEN ST, BLACKHEATH, B65 0ES 

Tel: 0121 439 3498 


www.denturecareclinic.uk 
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and all White Goods 

"Don't go and buy a new one, 
get it repaired...’’ 
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41a Hagley Mall, Cornbow Centre 

L 0121 5509800 
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Data shows 
a quarter of 
children obese 

SANDWELL and Wolverhampton are 
among the worst eight boroughs in 
the country for fat children, figures 
show, with more than a quarter of 
11-year-old’s obese. 

Data for Year 6 children in more 
than 350 boroughs has been released 
by the National Child Measurement 
programme. 

It shows in Sandwell 26.6 per cent 
of kids are obese, while in Wolver¬ 
hampton the figure is 26.4 per cent. 
The areas are ranked sixth and sev¬ 
enth respectively. 

Walsall came 17th, with 25.3 per 
cent obese, and Dudley 36th, with 24 
per cent. South Staffordshire Council 
came 83rd with 21 per cent, Cannock 
Chase 85th with 22 per cent and Staf¬ 
ford was 226th with 17 per cent. 

Sandwell cabinet member of health, 
Elaine Costigan, said: “These figures 
are concerning and we won’t shy away 
from the hard work that needs to be 
done. We as a council face a real chal¬ 
lenge to try to encourage people to be 
healthier.” 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Clinical Commissioning Group sup¬ 
ports the council. A spokesman said: 
“We recognise the impact of childhood 
obesity on children’s health and well¬ 
being. We know it is a complex issue 
with many contributing factors, in¬ 
cluding diet, physical activity and the 
environment.” 

Score with free pint 
during the World Cup 

A FREE pint is on offer at a pub dur¬ 
ing the World Cup. 

The free pint of ‘Un-Beer-lievable’, 
created with former player-turned 
pundit Chris Kamara, is on offer at 
Greene King’s The Crabmill in Hag- 
ley Road, Oldswinford from June 14 
to anyone who watches football at the 
pub and downloads the free Greene 
King Season Ticket app. 


Two-year prison sentence 
for hospital bomb hoaxer 


Football fans help stem cell donor plea 



Matt Beveridge, left, and Simon Wilkes at the Oily Wilkes Memorial tournament 


MORE than 50 people signed up as 
potential stem cell donors at a football 
tournament staged in memory of an 
Albion fan. 

The Oily Wilkes Memorial Football 
Tournament took place at Thorns Col¬ 
legiate Academy, in Brierley Hill. It 
was jointly run by Oily’s family - fa¬ 
ther Simon, mother Lynn and brother 
Ben - and his former club Withymoor 


Colts, in memory of Oily, aged 22, who 
took his own life last year. 

Simon Wilkes has been diagnosed 
with blood cancer and wanted to use 
the tournament to raise awareness of 
stem cell donation. 

Participants and spectators had the 
opportunity to sign up to the Anthony 
Nolan stem cell register, by filling in 
details and providing a DNA sample 


via a cheek swab. At a similar event 
last year, 22 people signed up, includ¬ 
ing Matt Beveridge, 26, of Stourbridge. 
He received a call in March to say he 
was a potential match for someone 
in need of a stem cell transplant and 
went to the London clinic to donate. 

Anyone aged 16-30, in generally 
good health, can join the register. Visit 
www. anthonynolan. org 


A DRUNK whose bomb hoax led to 
major disruption at a hospital has 
been jailed for two years. 

Norman Taylor told a horrified support 
worker on the second floor of Russells Hall 
Hospital in Dudley that he had explosives 
in the holdall he was carrying. 

The 43-year-old then pulled out a screwdriver 
and ran off with the bag as the building was put 
into lock down, Wolverhampton Crown Court 
heard. 

Taylor had already called police to say a bomb 
had been placed at the hospital, leaving his cor¬ 
rect name and phone number before going to 



Russells Hall himself on 
September 7 last year. He 
was on bail at the time. 

“Patients were moved, 
ambulances were redirected 
to other hospitals and police 
specialist units were put on 
standby,” said Miss Laura 
Culley, prosecuting. 

Police rushed to the hospi¬ 
tal and Taylor’s home but he 
had already left. He was de¬ 
tained by security staff. The 
defendant was so drunk he 
had started to hallucinate, a 
psychiatrist confirmed. 

Mr Lennart Poulsen, de¬ 
fending, said: “The bomb 
hoax was not a deliberately 
malicious act. It was the re¬ 
sult of temporary psychosis 
resulting from heavy intoxi¬ 
cation. But he takes full re¬ 
sponsibility.” 

Taylor, of Spiral Close, 
Halesowen, admitted pos¬ 
session of four imitation 
firearms and to making ma¬ 
licious communications. 


Top award for 
Sabbath's Ozzy 

BLACK Sabbath frontman Ozzy Osbourne will 
receive the equivalent of a lifetime achievement 
gong at Metal Hammer’s Golden God Awards. 
His his band were awarded the same honour at 
last year’s event. 

Birmingham-born Ozzy, aged 69, will be rec¬ 
ognised for his almost 50-year career. 

Ozzy said: “What an immense honour it is to 
be getting a second Golden God Award after Sab¬ 
bath picked one up last year. The fans who have 
supported me and this music mean everything 
to me, which is why getting this award is so spe¬ 
cial.” 

The singer founded Black Sabbath in 1969 
alongside guitarist Tony Iommi, bassist Geezer 
Butler and drummer Bill Ward before leaving in 
1978. Ozzy reunited with Iommi and Butler for 
a 2013 album, called 13. In February last year 
the trio brought the curtain down on the band’s 
career with the final show of a farewell tour in 
their home city. 
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Spring and give RYDALE a ring - 


SALE i 


Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways | 


valeting available. 


Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
* 1 A w iH get a full valeting service 
on your guttering or windows 


or conservatory totally FREE. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 

Visit one of the largest : 

conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 

Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands i 

Repair Service 
Available 

n>.| lQ_. J 

flfir 

1 ■ 

■ - 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you 
will find in the industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how 
than Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 


Available 
to the trade 
on all our 
products 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JUNE INSTALLATIONS 

FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS sauirday^m^c 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Compost 
heap not 
my idea of 
fine dining 

JAPANESE knotweed, what do you know 
about it? Or dandelions, or nettles? Now 
I thought the answer was pretty obvious. 
Nuke it with the most powerful weedkiller 
you can find. 

But, according to television gardener 
Alys Fowler, that is completely wrong. 
Not only does the former Gardener’s 
World presenter have a rather strange 
name, but it seems she also has a rath¬ 
er strange idea about what to do about 
garden weeds. Last week she told the 
Hay Literary Festival that instead of killing 
them, we should try eating them. 

Yum, yum. Now look, I’m the first to 
admit to being a dreadful gardener. Every 
year, I spend a fortune on plants that wilt 
after a couple of weeks. Only last month I 
replied to an advert in a national newspa¬ 
per featuring pictures of glorious blooms, 
offering “two beautiful hanging baskets” 
for £20. And then they arrived - just two 
plastic bowls and a bit of chain. No flow¬ 
ers like in the pictures, just two plastic 
bowls for 20 quid. So I’m gullible as well. 

But while I know nothing about garden¬ 
ing - or gastronomy for that matter - it 
still seems difficult to comprehend that 
tucking into the compost heap represents 
the future of fine dining. 

Nevertheless, Richard Bainbridge, one 
of those avant-garde chefs loved by the 
food critics in The Guardian, says he 
spent Wednesday last week rummaging 
around a car park in Norwich looking for 
ingredients. If that’s your thing, you will 
not only find knotweed on his menu, but 
a bit of chickweed garnish too. 

“I think it is lovely, it is like a light ver¬ 
sion of watercress,” he says. 

Simon Rogan, with two Michelin stars 
to his name, is another fan, although he 
prefers nettles and dock leaves. Nice. 

Then there is Tiffany Francis, who has 
gone so far as to write a recipe book on 
the subject. She just loves dandelions, 
using the heads to make biscuits and the 
leaves as salad. 

Now I probably ought to tread care¬ 
fully, because someone somewhere has 
probably decided that disparaging gar¬ 
den weeds is the next big ‘hate crime’. 
But while this sort of thing might go down 
a storm in the trendier parts of London, 
can you really see nettles from a car park 
in West Bromwich catching on around 
here? 

A few years ago, food critic Jay Rayner 
said there was nowhere good to eat out 
in the Black Country, because the people 
didn’t want to pay for good food. 

Well, no offence Jay, but I think I’ll stick 
with the steak. 


Showbiz names? Didn’t recognise one of them! 




Tony Blair - Iraq casts a shadow that 
will last the rest of his life 


Bishop Curry’s 14-minute wedding sermon 
- attention span was not the issue 



Victoria Beckham - was said to be 
‘mortified’ after confusing actresses 


Reality is that they 
are not stars at all 


VICTORIA Beckham was said to be “mortified” 
after mistaking Thandie Newton for Zoe Salda¬ 
na. I sympathise. As I admitted recently, in the 
blood-and-guts epic The Revenant, I had great 
difficulty telling Leonardo DiCaprio from the 
grizzly bear. The Misses Newton and Saldana? 
I’m sorry, I haven’t a clue. The problem is that 
there are simply so many celebrities today. I’ve 
just put down a newspaper supplement with a 
double-page spread of alleged showbiz stars. 
Didn’t recognise a single one of them. It seems 
those whose names are preceded by “reality 
star” are, in reality, not stars at all. 

IN October last year I wrote: “Harvey Wein¬ 
stein is . . . deliciously easy to hate. But as this 
affair deepens and the Hollywood swamp is 
drained, don’t be surprised if some of your fa¬ 
vourite stars turn out to be wading in the ooze.” 
But I never imagined Morgan Freeman would be 
in the frame and begging forgiveness. 

A READER suggests I might have gained 
more from Bishop Curry’s 14-minute sermon at 
the Royal Wedding if I had a greater attention 
span. Believe me, attention is not the issue. It’s 
all a question of whether or not you are a be¬ 
liever. If you believe there is a supernatural deity 
somewhere Up There who created the universe, 
loves every one of us and has prepared a place 
of eternal bliss in the afterlife, then sermons 
such as this must be wonderfully uplifting and 
faith-affirming. If, on the other hand, you believe 
there is no God, and that religion is a system 
designed to keep people in their place with the 
promise that if this life is awful, things will be 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 




ber this. A quarter of all the income tax paid 
in Britain is paid by the richest one per cent of 
income-tax payers. While a moral crusade is 
heart-warming, dirty money is still money and it 
may be that the best way to fund the NHS is to 
look the other way. 


great when they’re dead, then you probably re¬ 
gard all God-botherers as at best deluded and 
at worst dangerous. I have heard many holy 
men banging on about the Love of God and 
the joys of Heaven but I’ve yet to meet one who 
wants to go there. 

IF nothing else, the arrival of the new Duch¬ 
ess of Sussex is a reminder that we’re not all 
known by our first names. Many of us, for rea¬ 
sons of family tradition, personal choice or the 
demands of showbiz, are known by a middle 
name. Thus, the Duchess is Rachel Meghan 
Markle in much the way that the US megastar is 
William Bradley Pitt, the former Beatle is James 
Paul McCartney and the “Rivers of Blood” MP 
was John Enoch Powell. 

A USEFUL thing about being known by your 
middle name is that you can use your first name 
on official documents. And that means that 
when an envelope arrives addressed to William 
Pitt or James McCartney, you know it’s not from 
a friend. 

YOU may get a glow of satisfaction about 
Russian oligarchs being called to account by 
UK authorities and made to explain how and 
when they acquired their riches. But remem- 


ACCORDING to the Sunday Times, rising 
ocean temperatures may soon make wetsuits 
obsolete in the seas around Britain. Excellent 
news. Unless you have a perfect body, the 
black-rubber wetsuit is the most unkind and 
unforgiving item of clothing. I saw a woman on 
Loch Lomond mounting her jetski. She was a 
large lass, clad in a wetsuit, straddling the sad¬ 
dle with her ample bum in the air and a jet of 
water shooting up between her legs. It was un¬ 
forgettable, and not in a good way, and yet from 
her satisfied smile, she obviously thought she 
looked like a Bond girl. 

I GAVE an example recently of the casual eff¬ 
ing and blinding directed at Tony Blair in online 
debates over everything from Syria to Brussels. 
I recall writing, after the 1997 General Election, 
that impossible as it seemed, this young and 
popular new Prime Minister would one day be 
the most hated man in England. But who could 
have imagined that 11 years after he resigned 
as PM, Blair would still be so energetically de¬ 
spised by so many who once adored him? Blair 
is desperate for what politicians calls ‘legacy’ 
but Iraq casts a shadow that will last the rest 
of his life. 
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No longer 
saddled 
with rude 
drivers 

FOLLOWING a forced leave of absence 
from my bicycle saddle (basically through 
laziness!) I am now fully back roaming the 
Black Country on two wheels - at least, 
to my place of work anyway. 

And, I have to say, apart from a cou¬ 
ple of predictable clashes with drivers of 
white vans who really do think the rules of 
the road are basically Fast & Furious 1 to 
8, things have definitely improved. 

In the two years or so I have been off 
the road, pedal-power wise at least, there 
is a noticeably more relaxed attitude to 
me in my bright yellow top, gliding past 
gathered cars in the bike lanes leading up 
to traffic lights. 

I have found in the past that however 
courteous one driver might be to allow 
me access across a junction, then there 
will be one, or several, hotheads much 
less courteous in the queue behind them, 
who almost aim their vehicle at my rusty 
steed, with the accompanying high revs 
and hand gesticulations making cycling a 
somewhat daunting prospect. 

Not so now though. After a couple of 
weeks back in the saddle, I am pleased 
to report there is usually space allowed 
to my right-hand side - apart from some 
aforementioned idiots in vans. Also there 
is no pressure to get out of the way with 
an occasional encroaching front bump¬ 
er belonging to frustrated drivers’ cars 
behind, and generally, it’s all pretty laid 
back. 

Of course, and it’s oft been said, sen¬ 
sible sharing of the public highway works 
both ways, and when Lycra-clad racing 
types ignore everything else on the road 
to make mad dashes around and in front 
of the more cumbersome engine-pow¬ 
ered vehicles, it is no surprise there are 
tensions. 

The only thing I have found disappoint¬ 
ing is previously when I was to-ing and 
fro-ing as a self-propelled commuter, I 
estimated that my journey, which is more 
or less a directly straight route, was about 
six miles. However, with the advance of 
the internet, I managed to find a site 
which worked out distances of travelled 
routes, including cycling. I worked it out 
as a measly four miles, and yet for me, it 
feels like a marathon! 

I regularly have to suffer the ignominy 
of being overtaken by older, heavier cy¬ 
clists who leave me in their dusty tracks. 

I have come to realise that my bike sim¬ 
ply can’t go as fast as other bikes...it’s 
probably something to do with the gears/ 
chain/tyres etc - and nothing to do with 
the rider of course! 

GRAEME ANDREW 



The Dalbury 

Garden Room 


Wooden 

Sheds 


HUGE 

RANGE 


Summer 

Houses 


Show Site Open 7 Days: 

Tildasley St, West Bromwich B70 9SJ 


Website: 

bettebuildings.oo.uk 


Telephone: 

0121 553 4682 





















































and Bank Holidays 
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SRRING1 IS1HERE!! 

y;DOES YOU R^RQRERTyj 
NEED A SPRING-CLEAN? 


Due to popular 
demand now taking 
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bookings for Weekends 1 * 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of properties. 
Our team of experts are trained to tackle and revive the most 
dirty and worn of driveways, patios, tiled roofs and UPVC 
products. Based in Halesowen we offer a professional, friendly 
and efficient service, with thousands of satisfied customers 
across the West Midlands. 


Celebrating 

17 

Years in 
• Business,/ 




v uriveway ana ratio cleaning 
✓ Driveway Sealing and Recolouring 

✓ UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 

✓ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 

✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 


For all of your external cleaning requirements, 

call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


The Independent Way Plus’" 

A thoughtful way 
to plan ahead 


>/ Peace of mind for 
you and your family 

Protection against 
rising funeral costs 

>/ Specify your wishes 
in advance 

Contact us today to find out more: 

Trevor E W Hlctrton Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Cradlev Heath and Halesowen locations: m a 

WNMMfS HOiML 8-11 UtoVHfh STftttf r*1«y Bi* 

21 sa WViirrvI Ml Hdaowinlft] 202 

01384 S69S69 | TIWHkkton.co.uk 


ioaMion with 

Golden Charter 


BTF 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 






Velodrome needed to encourage cycling 


I am a grandpa and a cyclist. I have 
two granddaughters who are both re¬ 
ally keen on cycling and who I hope to 
introduce to track cycling soon. 

Sadly, the West Midlands is the 
worst place in the UK to live if you are 
interested in cycling, particularly if you 
are a young child. The roads are dan¬ 
gerous and have little to no provision 
for cyclists and cycle racing facilities 
are few. 

If you want your kids to experience 
the thrill of riding an indoor velo¬ 
drome then a trip to Derby or Newport 
(Gwent) are required. I have no idea 


Set the right 
example in 
household 

AS a teacher with 40 odd 
years experience in primary, 
secondary and special edu¬ 
cation, I find it both annoy¬ 
ing and ironic that the two 
problems most frequently 
laid at the door of schools - 
littering and bullying - are 
the two issues schools spend 
most time, effort and money 
striving to eliminate. 

Peter Rhodes, fresh from 
his holiday on the bonny, 
litter-strewn banks of Loch 
Lomond, questions how 
many hours it takes in the 
classroom to convey the 
message: “Don’t drop that”. 

His question would be 
more pertinent if the word 
‘classroom’ were replaced 
with the word ‘home’. 

The most effective tutor 
of all is example. 

In all my 40 years I can 
honestly say that I never 
saw a teacher drop litter 
in school but I doubt very 
much whether the same 
could be said of parents with 
their children at home and 
elsewhere. 

MR B WILLIAMS 
Wordsley 


how busy parents find the time or the 
money to get their kids to either of 
these velodromes regularly enough for 
their kids to learn the skills required to 
race on the track or to experience the 
real thrill of riding the boards. 

I know that the parents of my grand 
kids couldn’t and it falls to me as 
grandpa to do this. Many children are 
not fortunate enough to have grand¬ 
parents with the time, money and 
transport to do this. 

Sport is not just some added extra, it 
is absolutely essential for a decent and 
enjoyable life. Taking part should not 


require high incomes and the sorts of 
jobs that allow lots of time off. 

Cycling is a tremendous sport. I have 
never been that good a rider but have 
been riding my bike and occasionally 
competing from when I was eight, I am 
now 62. How many other sports can 
you do this in? 

An indoor velodrome for the West 
Midlands is a great idea. Somewhere 
managed and run in the interests of cy¬ 
clists, by cyclists to encourage cycling 
at all levels could be a great success. 

PETE MARSHALL 
Stourbridge 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Tax those 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, dudley.chrons@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as 
soon as we can. 

The Chronicles adhere to the 
Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www. 
ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the accu¬ 
racy of a story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


If we cannot reach a resolution 
contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon¬ 
don, EC4M 7LG 


Wake up, council, to 
blinding attraction 

DUDLEY visitors and businesses are missing out on the 
Peaky Blinder phenomena, created by filming at the Black 
Country Living museum close to the Hippodrome site. 

While Peaky-themed bars are opening all over the coun¬ 
try, there is nothing in Dudley. There’s even a Peaky Blin¬ 
ders tribute band called the Peaky Blonders, yet Dudley 
cannot see the tourist attraction staring them in the face. 

A plan to open a Peaky Blinders Museum made from a 
collection of photos of the gang and police uniforms has re¬ 
ceived £145,000 of Lottery cash and hopes to create a Victo¬ 
rian lock-up similar to where the real gang were held. Wake 
up Dudley Council, Peaky’s big business on your doorstep. 
MR G E FANTHOM 
Swindon 


who have 
benefited 

FOR many years I have ad¬ 
vocated funding the NHS 
through taxation. Now, with 
the NHS at crisis point the 
government has succumbed 
to common sense, propos¬ 
ing that most ordinary tax¬ 
payers pay up to an extra 
£2,000 per household per 
year to improve a dire sit¬ 
uation caused by successive 
Conservative governments. 

But this crisis was com¬ 
pletely avoidable. The To¬ 
ries took power from Labour 
in 2010 based on a promise 
to cut taxes, which they did, 
the main beneficiaries being 
the most wealthy and the 
multi-national companies. 

The government claim 
to have put in more funds 
than ever, then massively 
cut funds under the guise 
of ‘efficiency savings’. Now 
they want us to cough up 
for their mismanagement. 
They should substantially 
increase corporation tax so 
those who benefited most 
from the tax cuts would put 
the most money back in. 

MICHAEL CLIFF 

Wall Heath 


OagleyKitchens 

Beautiful Kitchens, Bathrooms and Bedrooms, designed with imagination and fitted with care 


"Hagley Kitchens took care of everything in our fantastically designed modern kitchen... 
...Graham and his team made everything simple." Pam & Steve Hughes, Rowley Regis 

"Graham gave u s our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Danni & Martin Walters, Hasbury 

^"Hagley Kitchens created the kitchen we have always dreamed of, 
and his team completed the installation and tiling to a perfect I 
finish... Thank You." Wayne & Julie, Wordsley 

"Nothing was too much trouble" Doreen Coley - Hayley Green 


UYears 
of Happy 
Customers 


Guaranteed unbeatable on price 


www.HagleyKitchens.co.uk 


INST/4^^.iON • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 
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Crowds steam along to vintage show 


PETROL heads and steam buffs 
could admire cars and trains from 
across the decades at a special 
steam spectacular. 

The fifth annual Vintage Transport 
and Country Fair at Himley Hall and 
Park was held over the weekend and 
saw vintage steam train, 1973 Grand 
Torinos and other rare classic cars. 

Visitors could have a trip down memory 
lane to have a look at a variety of vehicles on 


display. There was plenty to keep enthusi¬ 
asts engaged, with attractions including fair¬ 
ground organs, tractors, classic cars, vintage 
motorbikes, cycles and vintage fire engines. 

There was also the likes of a classic Amer¬ 
ican army Jeep, an Austin 7 Opel, and even 
a 1932 MGJ2. The event ran for the whole 
weekend and was believed to bigger and bet¬ 
ter than before. 

It developed from being the former Steamer 
Sunday event to a full vintage vehicle display 
and country fair, bringing exhibitors from 
across the country since its smaller begin¬ 


nings. Visitors could also enjoy family-friendly 
events including a children’s funfair and have 
a look around arts and crafts stalls, vintage 
stalls, hand-crafted collectables as well as lis¬ 
ten to live music. 

Chainsaw 

They could enjoy a bite to eat from a variety 
of food stalls and watch a chainsaw carving 
demonstration. 

Meanwhile, youngsters can enjoy a special 
day out at Himley Hall and Park as the site 
stages its annual Under-Five’s Day later this 


month. The popular Dudley Council event, 
which features activities and entertainment 
for youngsters under the age of five, takes 
place on Friday, June 29, between 10am and 
3pm. 

Himley Hall and Park’s own beach - com¬ 
plete with a giant sandpit, buckets and spades 
- and Punch and Judy shows will be on offer 
throughout. Baby and Toddler Sense, Music 
Bugs, Rugby Tots, Creation Station, Rung Fu 
Cubs, Moo Music, Hartbeeps and Baby Ballet 
will all be making an appearance. 

Councillor Ian Kettle, cabinet member for 


responsible for halls, said: “The under-fives 
day is one of the region’s largest pre-school 
events and we are expecting over 4,000 visi¬ 
tors to the park on the big day. 

“For the first time this year, we are intro¬ 
ducing a 20 per cent saving for parents and 
carers who wish to book online in advance.” 

Adult tickets start at £5 and children’s at 
£3.50. Car parking is free. 

Tickets can be booked by visiting www.him 
leyhalland park.co.uk/under5s. To apply for 
a stall, email jacki.wynn@dudleygov.uk for a 
booking form, or call 01384 817822. 


Keith Turley and granddaughter Abbie Wallis in their vintage steam engine Robert Oldnall, of Wall Heath, and a classic American Army Jeep 


Graham Smith from Oldbury with his 1932 MGJ2 


Pete Marsh from Kingswinford with his MG Scorpion 


Colin Burton from Coseley with his Austin 7 Opel 


STOP PAIN 

With our specialist in Acupuncture, 
Acupressure, Cupping & Ear Candle 


We can help if you 

• Suffer with pains in neck, 
shoulder, elbow, lower back & 
knee 

• Suffer with pain or arthritis, 
trapped nervous, soft tissue 
injury & sciatica 

• Suffer with pain from swollen 
joints after operations such 
as hip replacement and knee 
replacement 

• Suffer with overweight 


We can also help 

• Infertile couples to get 
pregnant with a high 
success rate through 
acupuncture and herbs 

• Infertile couples improving 
egg quality and sperm 
count prior to IVF treatment 

Or any symptoms you are 
not sure of, visit us for a 
confidential consultation or 
telephone for an appointment 


O 

Tang Herbal Care 


UK Registered 
20 Years Experience 

Open 10.30-5.30 
Monday - Saturday 


GET CUSTOMERS 
SHOPPING 


ADVERTISE 


41% of people decide where to shop as a result of seeing 
advertising in local media - ahead of supermarket promotions 
(25%), direct mail (21%) and TV advertising (19%) 


SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


10B Peckingham Street, Halesowen 0121 585 9393 


To find out more about advertising in the 
Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 

















































Ambulance 
ball hosted 
by celebrities 

A FAMILY-RUN Jewellery business 
will add sparkle to the Midlands Air 
Ambulance Charity’s Ball and Rec¬ 
ognition Awards for the second year 
running. 

T.H. Baker will be the headline 
sponsor for the prestigious event later 
this month, which will be presented 
by Vernon Kay and Nina Hossain. 
The event, now in its seventh year, 
will take place on June 15 at the 
Vox Conferencing Centre in Resorts 
World, on the Birmingham NEC site. 

Award sponsors also include JM 
Bailey, Fusion Communications, 
EBC Group, M6 Toll, Phoenix Group, 
HomeXperts, McLaren Birmingham, 
Unity 4 and Yogurt Top. 

The event will recognise the life¬ 
saving work of the aircrew, generous 
volunteers, fundraisers, local business 
partners, and the inspirational stories 
of airlift heroes, all who will be hon¬ 
oured for their achievement. 

Phil Higgs, managing director for 
T.H. Baker, said: “We have always 
been supporters of Midlands Air Am¬ 
bulance Charity since it first came 
into operation in 1991, and over the 
past few years our support has be¬ 
come even stronger.” Sofia Voutian- 
itis, corporate partnerships manager 
for Midlands Air Ambulance Charity, 
added: “Without support from local 
businesses, Midlands Air Ambulance 
Charity wouldn’t be able to save lives 
every day.” 


Time for poetry 

A POETRY event is being held in 
Dudley Library during Carers Week 
next week. 

Led by writer and performance poet 
Emma Purshouse, Taking Care is 
running in the St James’s Road venue 
on Tuesday from 11am to 1pm. 

It is free but places must be booked 
on 01384 815555 or by e-mailing cara. 
evans@gll.org. 


Waste plant scheme earmarked 
for approval in spite of fears 
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Teacher Alex is in tune for top award 


A PRIMARY school teacher was in 
tune to win a top music competition. 

Alex Ohm, a singer from Upper 
Gornal, beat 2,000 other contenders 
in the up-and-coming Pirate Prodigy 
contest, which scouts the best musi¬ 
cians in the nation. 

As part of the prize, he will be per¬ 
forming at festivals all over the coun¬ 
try and be coached by top producers. 

The 30-year-old supply teacher, who 
used to work at Olive Hill Primary in 
Halesowen, said: “It was such a big 
shock. But I think the biggest shock 
was all the support. People all over 
the world were voting for me in the 
end, it was very humbling and over¬ 
whelming. It wasn’t what I expected 
at all.” 

An expert panel of industry mentors 
and judges will now support, develop 
and promote Alex’s career in music. 

He will receive one-to-one mentor¬ 
ing and masterclasses to help launch 
his career in the music world and also 
be given studio time with professional 
producers who have worked with 
Florence + The Machine. 

As part of the prize he will also be 
treated to free video production, ex¬ 
pert branding and marketing advice, 
social media promotion, and festival 
slots. 

Alex, who lives with 25-year-old 
partner Grace, describes his music 
style as similar to indie rock band Alt- 
J, indie folk band Fleet Foxes or folk 
band Bon Iver. 



Alex Ohm, from Lower Gornal, who has won a national online music competition 


A CONTROVERSIAL bid to build a huge energy facility over¬ 
looking the M5 looked set to go ahead this week - despite a 
last-ditch attempt by MP Tom Watson to block it. 

The plans were put on hold earlier this year after councillors de¬ 
manded more information but the scheme was recommended for ap¬ 
proval at a meeting taking place last night (Wednesday). 

Labour deputy leader Mr Watson - 


sent a letter of objection on behalf on 
his West Bromwich East constituents 
complaining the building would be too 
large and could lead to traffic prob¬ 
lems in the area. A petition against 
the plant, described as an ‘enormous 
monstrosity’ by one resident, was 
signed by 450 people. 

However, planning experts at 
Sandwell Council say they are satis¬ 
fied with the scheme, paving the way 
for the development to go ahead. They 
said they were unconcerned by the 
scale of the building, stating it would 
be a ‘landmark’ for the area. 

Doubt 

The 10,000 sq m energy recovery 
facility would be built at Giffards Re¬ 
cycling, off Kelvin Way, in West Bro¬ 
mwich, and convert 400,000 tons of 
waste into electricity a year. 

A planning report ahead of a meet¬ 
ing last night, when a final decision 
was expected to be made, said: “There 
is no doubt that the building and 
chimney would be visually imposing, 
particularly when viewed from the 
M5, canal and wider area. However, it 
is considered the proposal would rep¬ 
resent a landmark building similar to 
the college building.” 

Officers added increased traffic 
would have no significant impact on 
surrounding roads. 


Centre to aid 
people with 
disabilities 

A NEW assisted living centre will 
open in Dudley tomorrow (Friday). 

Opening in Cider Avenue, Quarry 
Bank, it will support people with dis¬ 
abilities and health issues with access 
to information about equipment and 
support for the home. 

Councillor Nicolas Barlow, Dudley 
Council’s cabinet member for adult 
social care, will open the centre at 
2.30pm. A one-stop shop for advice 
and information, it has rooms de¬ 
signed to replicate the traditional 
home showcasing a range of helpful 
equipment and aids for the kitchen, 
bathroom, bedroom and living space 
for people to try out. 

Anyone living in the Dudley bor¬ 
ough and is having trouble with 
everyday tasks because of frailty or 
a disability can visit the centres. To 
make an appointment, call the adult 
social care access team on 0300 555 
0055. 



Kin 8 fls S SS?dDY 67 Hu Tel: 01384 295660 Dreamworld 

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm I Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm furniture 


Visit our newly refurbished Showroom to make the 
most of our fantastic offers 
Up to £1000 part exchange for your old Suite 
Free Delivery and Removal of your old Bed and Furniture 

when there gone, 
there gone... 
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© Top Quality A Rated 

Products At Great!Rnces 

No 

© Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© Payment On Completion 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 


Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches. 


© No Deposit Required 


Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it opened in 1989. 
Call them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes 



Visit our large beautiful showroom with all products on display for a warm welcome 

Proud to have worked with 


build 


WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 



24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 

Telephone: 01384 442 490 

www.carerawindows.co.uk 


FENSA 


Registered Company 































Footballer’s wife on 
zoo walk fundraiser 

FOOTBALLER’S wife Rebekah Vardy will pound the 
pavements at Dudley Zoo for children in need. 

The 36-year-old, married to Leicester City and Eng¬ 
land striker Jamie Vardy, will join Barnardo’s Big Tod¬ 
dle next Tuesday. She will take to the Castle Hill zoo 
with her children and Teletubby ‘Po’ to officially launch 
the fundraiser, which gets under way at 11am. 

Barnardo’s ambassador Rebekah, who appeared on 
last year’s ‘I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here’, said: 
“I’m really looking forward to taking my little ones to 
the Big Toddle at Dudley Zoo. 

“We are really glad to be supporting Barnardo’s and 
this is a really fun way to raise some money and spend 
time outside with your family at the same time.” 

Admission is £7.50 for adults and over-fives, but free 
for toddlers, with medals for all participants and free 
refreshments. 

Proceeds will go towards the charity’s work. 



Andy Palmer, zoo director Derek Grove and gardeners Paul Durber, Ivor Norris and Carl Stevens 


Andy's recognised for 11 
40 years of spadework 


DUDLEY Zoo’s longest serving em¬ 
ployee has been recognised for years 
of work keeping the grounds looking 
their best. 

Gardener Andy Palmer began 
work at the site on leaving school 
in 1978. To mark the milestone, the 
56-year-old planted an acer called 
Crimson King by the summer beach, 
Ow Bin Ya Sands, with colleagues 
from the gardening team and zoo 
director Derek Grove. 

Mr Palmer, who lives in Lower 
Gornal, has been working at the zoo 
since finishing his studies at Ellowes 
Hall School at the age of 16. 

“I left school on the Friday, 
started at the zoo on the Monday 


and I’ve been here ever since,” he 
said. In 2003, Mr Palmer planted a 
silver birch tree to celebrate 25 years 
of service. 

For his 40th anniversary, Mr 
Palmer was presented with £200 of 
gift vouchers by Mr Grove. 

Meanwhile, a Brazilian tapir at the 
zoo was treated to a carrot-topped 
cake to mark her first birthday. 

Keeper Josh Luxton combined all 
of Luna’s favourite fruits, veg and 
pellets to create the special treat and 
then broadcast a video on Facebook. 

Luna was born on May 28 last 
year to parents Chico and Meena, 
who has had five other babies, after 
a 13-month pregnancy. 


Wolves go 
for gold in 
traditional 
strip return 


WOLVES will revert to a 1950s-style classic 
old gold kit for their return to the Premier 
League next season - as Molineux under¬ 
goes a six-figure facelift. 

It is believed the new away kit will see the club’s 
traditional white make a comeback as Wolves and 
new kit providers Adidas go retro for the highly an¬ 
ticipated top-flight campaign. 


Preparations are well 
under way for Wolves’ first 
Premier League season for 
six years. Building work has 
been ongoing since the end 
of the season with scaffold¬ 
ing erected outside the sta¬ 
dium’s Billy Wright stand 
entrance. 

The club has to comply 
with Premier League regu¬ 
lations and is revamping its 
changing rooms, manager’s 
office, referee’s room and 
kit room, while a new press 
conference room is being 
installed and floodlights are 
being brightened to conform 
with Sky’s state-of-the-art 
HD replays. 

Demands 

Cables are being laid 
around the ground to meet 
Sky Sports’ broadcasting 
demands. Work has also 
started at the corner of the 
Sir Jack Hayward and Steve 
Bull stands in readiness for 
a £250,000 statue of legend¬ 
ary former owner Sir Jack 
being unveiled this month. 

A plinth has been in¬ 
stalled near the entrance 
to the subway at the top of 
Molineux Street. The new 


By Tim Spiers 


kits will be unveiled in the 
coming weeks once an¬ 
other big money deal with a 
mystery shirt sponsor is fi¬ 
nalised. Wolves paid off con¬ 
troversial shirt sponsor The 
Money Shop to end a three- 
year agreement a year early. 

The home and away shirts 
have already been produced 
and are being kept under 
wraps. 

The home strip will hark 
back to the old gold of the 
1950s and 60s and Wolves’ 
glory days with a lighter 
shade of gold. And it’s 
thought the away kit will be 
the club’s traditional change 
colour of white. 

Wolves have also launched 
new national rate phone 
numbers, which will see all 
calls to the club charged at 
the same rate as an 01902 
number. 

Supporters will save up 
to 13p per minute plus their 
providers’ access charge by 
the change. 

The ticket office is now 
0371 222 1877 and the main 
switchboard 0371 222 2220. 


20,000 snap up season 
tickets at Molineux 

MORE than 20,000 season tickets have been sold ahead of 
Wolves’ return to the Premier League, with record num¬ 
bers securing their seats for next season. 

Some 98 per cent of existing season ticket holders have 
renewed as excitement builds for the new season in the top 
flight in August. 

The vast majority of fans have chosen to keep their sea¬ 
son tickets to ensure they will be in place as Wolves prepare 
for visits from the likes of Manchester United and Liver¬ 
pool next term. 

Time is running out for season ticket holders who have 
renewed to relocate to an alternative Molineux seat. New 
season tickets will then go on sale, with dates and pricing 
to be announced by the club next week. 

Supporters who want to move seats are being reminded 
there will be fewer options than usual due to the high de¬ 
mand. Requests will be first come, first served. 



the unique 


Before 

Smiley Kitchens 


makeover. 


Our SUPER SUMMER SALE is here, so you can give your existing 
kitchen a fresh new Smiley makeover at a fraction of the cost. 


FREE SURVEY 
FREE DESIGN 
FREE QUOTE 
FULLY FITTED 
NATIONWIDE 


No need to empty cupboards • No mess, no fuss 
Most kitchens completed in just one day 
Laminate, Solid Wood or Painted Doors 
All doors made to measure • FREE design service 
Call for a FREE quotation 


Why replace your worktops when this unique quartz 
overlay simply fits over your existing surface. 


Just look at these amazing benefits: 

HYGIENIC - an almost perfectly smooth surface leaves nowhere for germs to hide. 

EASY TO CARE FOR - a quick wipe with a neutral cleaner is all you need. 

DURABLE - scratch resistant and tough enough to withstand everyday knocks and scratches. 
TIMELESS - there is something about stone that means it never goes out of fashion. 

EASILY INSTALLED - in less than a day with no mess. 


I Quick-Tops I 

By Smiley Kitchens I 


By Smiley 


our Kitchen in our 


Offer available for all fully installed 
Smiley Kitchen makeovers 


MONTHS 

interest 

r:. SUBJECT 

^ TO STATUS 


Before 


Kitchen Transformations www.smileykitchens.com 

_-- Lines Open: Mon - Sat 9.00am till 6.00pm • Sun 10.00am till 4.00pm 

Over 30 years experience. Family run business 
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Everything for home brewing 


and winemaking 


23 HIGH SIREET 

CRADLEY HEATH 
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How Queen Street looked in the 1930s 


g Our Extensive Range of All Garage Doors / 

Covers All Popular Brands f 

We have eveything from % guaranteed 

^ Canopy to Side Hung styles 

Wrought Iron Gates J> 

? & Railings available 


A group shot of the Hobbs outside the Congregational Church 


A group shot of the Hobbs outside the Congregational Church Kay and Fred Hobbs next to a piece depicting the church where they married 


Streets ahead with unique artwork 


“WHEN I told people I was knitting 
the Express & Star, they thought I’d 
lost it.” 

Hazel Thomas is speaking about the 
eye-catching piece of textile art she and 
friend Helen Page have created for the 
Queen Street exhibition, which has just 
opened at Wolverhampton Art Gallery. 

The pair are members of the Bantock Bodg- 
ers group whose vibrant interpretations of 
some of the street’s most historic buildings 
are real show-stoppers. 


The spotlight has fallen on the street fol¬ 
lowing a successful bid for Heritage Lottery 
funding by the city council to conserve, repair 
and restore some of its oldest and most hand¬ 
some buildings. 

The exhibition showcases the road, telling 
its history in words, craft pictures, sketches, 
models and collected stories, illustrating why 
it was singled out for conservation. Hazel, 
aged 70, of Oxley, and Helen, 71, from Bil- 
ston, took six months to complete the textile 
art. 

“We decided to create a pre-1930s version 


of the building and had help from Hazel’s 
husband David and my partner Steve and 
a friend Carolyn, who made the non-textile 
parts,” said Helen. 

Other pictures include a replica of the Con¬ 
gregational Church that used to stand on the 
corner of Queen Street and Market Street - 
where the Job Centre now stands - before it 
was demolished in 1971. 

A hunt by gallery staff to find people who 
used to worship at the Victorian church al¬ 
most 50 years ago was successful with a 
handful of former congregation members 


attending the exhibition opening - including 
a couple who married at the church in the 
1950s. Kay and Fred Hobbs, from Compton, 
had met and fallen in love at the Royal Hospi¬ 
tal in Wolverhampton where they worked in 
research in the pathology laboratory. 

Kay said: “It was a lovely church to get 
married in, not least because you could take 
wonderful group photographs on the steps 
outside so you could see everyone.” 

Fred, a former deacon of the church, said: 
“It was very sad to see it go but the combina¬ 
tion of an elderly congregation and the cost 


of maintaining the building meant it couldn’t 
survive.” 

At the centre of the exhibition is a scale 
model of the street produced by first and 
second year students from the University of 
Wolverhampton’s School of Architecture and 
Built Environment. 

They have also completed a laser scan not 
only of the exterior of the street, but also an 
internal scan of one of the street’s typical 
Georgian townhouses. It is planned to create 
3D graphics to be incorporated into a Queen 
Street App due to be launched in September. 




Come and visit our 


New b;gger shop! 


jk 




State of 


Traditional 


the Art 


Equipment 


SUPPLIES 


01384 620238 www.brewmonkey.co.uk 


(OPPOSITE TESCO) 

f 


DOULTON DOORS 

Garage Doors & UPVC Windows & Doors 


D 


To find out more about advertising in the 
Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 


ADVERTISING 


SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


% 


Visit Us At Doultori Trading Est., Doulton Road, Rowley Regis B65 8JG 

Tel: 01384 413331101902 628018 


Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 
www.doultondoors.co.uk 


41% of people decide where to shop as a result of seeing 
advertising in local media - ahead of supermarket promotions 
(25%), direct mail (21%) and TV advertising (19%) 


SHOPPERS 
CHECK OUT 
LOCAL 














































































Amy waltzes back into 
the Strictly TV ballroom 



Dudley dancer Amy Dowden was all smiles on Strictly Come Dancing last year alongside comedian Brian Conley 


A PROFESSIONAL dancer 
based in Dudley will return 
to Strictly Come Dancing as 
part of the biggest line-up of 
professionals ever. 

Amy Dowden, 27, is one of 18 
professional dancers who have 
been selected to perform with star 
partners in the sixteenth series of 
the hit BBC One show. 

She was selected to return after join¬ 
ing for the first time last season when 
she was paired up with comedian, 
actor and television presenter Brian 


Conley. The pair made it to the fifth 
week. 

The dancer, originally from Wales, 
said: “I am really excited for the show, 
I cannot wait to start again. 

“Last year was so much fun and I 
learned so much. I made some lifelong 
friends including Brian Conley. It was 
great fun to work with him and we are 
still in touch. 

“I am always nervous for the show 
but the day you are not nervous is the 
day you should hang up your shoes. I 
am always nervous for my partner too. 

“Me and Brian got to the fifth week 
but hopefully I can do better this year. 


I just have to wait and see who my new 
partner is.” 

Amy has been dancing since she was 
eight and decided to pursue dance as 
a career when she was 18. She went 
on to win the 2017 British National 
Championships, is a four-time Brit¬ 
ish National Finalist and reached the 
semi-final of the World Championship 
in 2015. She runs a dance academy 
called Art in Motion, on the Thorn- 
leigh Trading Estate. 

Three new dancers will join Strictly 
- Graziano Di Prima, Johannes 
Radebe and Luba Mushtuk - when it 
returns in the autumn. 
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SPLASHING OUT ON A 
NEW BATHROOM? 




Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, I 
a folding seat and grab rail | 

ALL FOR ONLY ' 

£2150 
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“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out 
properly and on time. 

We strive to keep our prices as 
low as possible in order to keep 
within the budget of retired, 
disabled and working families 
which make up 95% of our 
customers. ” 



*£e>JRADESMEN OWN & RUN THIS COMPANY 

Daytimes % I WE PROMISE A VISIT & 

l weekend v,s "y AN ‘ON THE SPOT PRICE’ WITHIN 
Na piea 48 HOURS OF YOUR CALL 


(Daytime & Weekend visits a pleasure) 

Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at 39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 

SHOWROOMS OPEH 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 




Cremation £1,643 

What’s included: 


Trinity 


✓ Your loved one being taken into the care of our partner, 
Trinity Funerals. 

✓ Your loved one’s coffin. 

✓ The funeral service will be held at either 
Sandwell Valley Crematorium, or Rowley Regis 
Crematorium, family to choose. 

✓ Cremation and Doctor’s fee paid. 

✓ A Minister to conduct the funeral service. 


✓ Music choices of which any can be selected for entry and 
exit and during the service, via Wesley Media. 



For more information or to discuss a burial please call us on 
0121 569 6700 or email us at 
bereavement_services@sandwell.gov.uk 


www. san d we 11. g o v. u k/l o wcostf u n eral s 



■ 

Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 

Reception Suite 

at Sandwell Valley Crematorium 

A modern purpose built venue... 

where families are able to gather 
and reflect after a funeral service 
4# Air conditioned private has taken place without the need 

room for up to two hours to travel to another site. 


V Catering for up to 80 people 

4# Variety of menus to choose from 

V Disabled access 

V Fully licenced bar 

4# Car narkina For more information please contact: 

t: 0121 569 6700/6702 

w: sandwell.gov.uk/bereavement 


Located on Newton Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3SX 
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An AJS motor-bike tester out on the road 


The new two-wheeler display 


The Viking Cycle Team in the 1950s 



Percy Stallard, a pioneer of British road racing 


Telling story of city's 
two-wheel heritage 


TETTENHALL Transport Heritage Centre 
has unveiled its new two-wheeler display, 
thanks to help from Pallet Tracking Sys¬ 
tems of Willenhall. 

It reflects the long history of Wolverhampton 
in building bicycles and motorbikes, a heritage 
which goes back to the beginnings of both, and 
names like Sunbeam, AJS, Villiers, Wearwell, 
Hateley and Viking are included. 

The metal-working skills which existed here during 
Victorian Times were easily adapted to making bicy¬ 
cles, and the trade soon flourished with, at one time, 
more than 80 bicycle makers. 

These varied, from the huge ones, like Sunbeam and 
Star, to the small makers, very often at the back of 
bicycles shops like Dugmores, Hateleys and Fred Wil¬ 
liams. 

The whole trade was boosted by cycle racing at Mo- 
lineux. Huge crowds of up to 10,000 people turned out 
to watch on a cycle track created in the gardens of Mo- 
lineux House, which only stopped when Wolves moved 
over to build their new stadium on the site. 

Wolverhampton’s Percy Stallard then became one of 
the pioneers of British Road Racing. The Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Wheelers Cycle Club is one of the oldest sporting 


MEMORY LANE 


By Alec Brew 


clubs in the city, and they found a new home when 
Aldersley Stadium was built in the 1950s, with a cycle 
track around the outside. 

Manufacturers returned to cycle racing after the 
war, with major teams operated by Viking and Wear- 
well, who made some of the last two-wheelers. 

Perhaps it was a natural progression from bicycles 
to motorbikes, some of the earliest of which were just 
bicycles with a small engine fitted, but soon some of 
the greatest names in British motorcycling came from 
Wolverhampton. 

Prizes 

Every year the TT Races on the Isle of Man were 
the pinnacle of motorcycle races, and it was often Wol¬ 
verhampton firms like Sunbeam, AJS and HRD who 
were vying for the top prizes, but there were many 
other smaller makers, like Clyno, Wolf, Diamond and 
Sharratt. 

All the bikes at the TTHC have been donated, and 
they are always looking for others to add to the story 
of the city’s two-wheel heritage. 





MNA 


STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 
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Young performing 
arts students from 
Stagecoach Halesowen 
To feature in Guinness 
World Record attempt. 



Stagecoach Performing Arts Halesowen students will be 
joining thousands of other students in an attempt to break 
the Guinness World Record for the largest simultaneous 
performance of one show. 

Celebrating the 30-year anniversary of Stagecoach, students from Stagecoach 
Halesowen will join up with schools nationwide and abroad (including 
Germany, Canada and Malta) to stage Disney's Beauty and the Beast Junior. 
Performing simultaneously at 6pm BST on 1st July 2018, the world record 
attempt will be commemorating three decades of Stagecoach schools sparking 
children's creativity through singing, dancing and acting classes. Upwards of 
12,000 children will be involved, across 150 venues around the world. 


If successful, Stagecoach will break its own record, which currently stands 
from 2008. Ten years ago, Stagecoach organised the largest simultaneous 
performance of one show for its 20th anniversary, achieving 66 performances 
of Glad Rags across the UK, Ireland and Germany. 

Principal Wendy of Stagecoach Halesowen said, "Our fantastic students 
can't wait to perform Disney's Beauty and the Beast Junior and are thrilled 



btagecoacn Halesowen 

is delighted to be opening a new school near you 


Our fun and engaging weekly daises are for 4 -18 year olds. 
CMdren are given both structure and freedom as they learn 
how to sing, dance and act 


Age 4-6 year olds Time: Sundays 9:30 am - 11:00 am 
Acjr 6-18 year olds Time: Sundays 10.00 am - 1.00 pm 

Venue The Earls High School, Furnace Lane, Halesowen, B63 3SL 


O stagecoach.co.uk/halesowen 
0 0121 531 7430 


STAGE 

COACH 


to be creating happy memories to last a life time by 
performing in such an exciting world record breaking 
attempt." 

Disney's Beauty and the Beast was released in cinemas 
in 1991 and is one of the most beloved animated 
films of all time. In 1994 it was transformed into a 
spectacular, award-winning Broadway musical by the 
Disney Theatrical Group, which has been seen by over 
25 million people and continues to enchant audiences 
around the world. Most recently, this 'tale as old as 
time' has again been reinvented, this time as a live- 
action feature, which was the world's top-grossing 
film of 2017, reaffirming its enduring appeal across 
multiple generations. 


Stagecoach Performing Arts Halesowen continues 
to build on its successful Saturday classes with a 
new Sunday morning school opening September 
2018. Classes take place every weekend during 
term time. Early Stages classes are available for 
students aged four to six years and Main Stages 
classes are for students aged six to 18 years. 

For more information about future classes 
and workshops at Stagecoach Halesowen, 
please visit their website at Stagecoach. 
co.uk/halesowen or call 0121 531 7430. 


Stagecoach boasts a talented alumni base of A-list 
celebrities and actors. The selection of Disney's 
enchanting classic is highly appropriate, with two 
former Stagecoach students, Emma Watson and 
Nathan Mack, having played the protagonist Belle and 
Chip the teacup, respectively, in the film of Beauty and 
the Beast released in 2017. 

Stagecoach Performing Arts Halesowen is part of a 
network of more than 700 extra-curricular Performing 
Arts Schools worldwide. Stagecoach aims to make a 
difference in its students lives by teaching Creative 
Courage For Life® and many children have gone on to 
study and work in Performing Arts from blockbuster 
films to countless roles in local theatre productions. 




Stagecoach Halesowen 

PUT ON A SHOW 


Make friends and build confidence 
at our theatre workshops 


6th -10th August 2018 


Early Stages Summer Fun A Show In A Week 

4&5yearolds 6-18 year olds 

’ ■ Mon - Fri, 9:30 am - 12.30 pm Tim# M-Th 10am-4pm 
PlHnffr Friday at 12:15 pm M — I i xr . Frida; 
1 ost; £65.00 ( e»t; £130.00 

Deposit £25.00 Deposit £30.00 


alesowen 


COACH 


0121 531 7430 


halesowen 
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As little as 20-30 minutes of cycling can boost your quality of sleep 


If your’re looking for a way to lift your spirits, cycling could be just the tonic 


Take a 
health 


spin through the 
benefits of cycling 


Commuters who cycle have a lower risk of heart disease Cycling is an effective way to shake off stress and having company 
than those who don’t can make for a more interesting ride 


By Liz Connor 


ELITE cyclists from all over the 
world will soon descend upon 
Europe for this year’s Tour de 
France. The world’s most famous 
cycling race will see 22 teams go 
head to head for more than 2,000 
miles, ending with a magnifi¬ 
cent sprint down France’s iconic 
Champs-Elysees. 

For an energetic workout that’ll burn cal¬ 
ories, torch fat and clear the mind, nothing 
quite beats the challenge of getting on two 
wheels. 

If you manage to complete the exhausting 
23-day TdF for instance, you could burn off 
up to 118,000 calories - that’s the equiva¬ 
lent of 26 Mars bars per day. 

Thankfully, you don’t have to pedal 
across France to get a decent workout from 
cycling, however. Even if you just choose 
to potter around Shropshire’s picturesque 
country lanes, regularly finding time to get 
on your bike can bring some pretty impor¬ 
tant benefits for both mind and body. And 
now that the sun is shining, there’s never 
been a better time to get inspired by the 
likes of Joanna Rowsell and Chris Froome. 

Here, fitness experts explain more about 
the health and fitness benefits of cycling... 

1. It may help you to live longer 

It should come as no big surprise that low 
levels of physical activity have been linked 
to a myriad of serious and life-threatening 
health conditions, and a cycle a day can be 
one of the most gentle and enjoyable ways 
to get moving. 

“There’s lots of evidence to suggest that 
cycling can promote long life,” says Bryan 
McCullough, a clinical manager and physi¬ 
otherapist from Pure Sports Medicine (pu- 
resportsmed.com). “For instance, a study 
published in the British Journal of Sports 
Medicine, conducted on over 80,000 Brit¬ 
ish adults, found that cycling participation 
produced a significant reduction in causes 
of mortality - including cardiovascular dis¬ 
ease, diabetes and cancer.” 

Another study, published in the British 
Medical Journal, found that commuters 
who cycled had a 52% lower risk of dying 
from heart disease, and 40% lower risk of 
dying from cancer than those that didn’t. 

2. You can lose weight 

Struggling to lose those stubborn extra 

pounds? It might be time to pocket the car 
keys and invest in a bike. “Cycling is a great 
way to shed the calories, build muscles in 
the lower body and gradually improve car¬ 
diovascular fitness at a sustainable pace,” 
says Louise Williams, cycling expert at Hal¬ 
fords (halfords.com). 

Cycling also packs on lean muscle - par¬ 
ticularity in the legs. When your foot hits 
the downstroke, you use a fiery combination 
of the glutes in the buttocks, the quadriceps 


in the thighs, and the gastrocnemius and 
soleus muscles in the calves to propel you 
forward. As you backstroke the wheel back 
into position, the body then relies on the 
hamstrings in the back of the thighs and 
the flexor muscles in the front of the hips 
to keep you in motion, creating a total low¬ 
er-body workout. 

“Perhaps best of all, it’s very low-impact, 
“ says Williams, “which means it’s much 
easier on the knees than running. You can 
get all of the benefits of a challenging work¬ 
out without straining your joints.” 

3. You’ll sleep better 

We all know there’s nothing worse then 
staring at the ceiling in the early hours of 
the morning, willing sleep to come. So next 
time insomnia strikes, think about cycling 
your commute home instead. “Cycling can 
be tiring work and it has been shown to 
have a significant positive effect on those 
who suffer with sleep issues,” says Mc¬ 
Cullough. “Just as little as 20-30 minutes of 


cycling on alternate days is enough to have 
a significant impact on sleep quality.” 

Getting enough sleep is vital for overall 
health, and plays a role in improving your 
mood and balancing your hormone levels, 
while ongoing sleep deficiency is linked to 
an increased risk of conditions including 
heart disease, kidney disease, high blood 
pressure, diabetes and stroke. 

4. It can boost your mood 
If you’re looking for a way to lift your 
spirits, cycling could be just the tonic. “It’s 
basically an alternative way to achieve 
what is known as ‘runner’s high’,” says 
McCullough. “The euphoria you feel after 
a rigorous cycle is all down to the exer¬ 
cise-induced release of endorphins within 
your body, which are not only potent pain 
relievers, but also help to boost your mood.” 

Cycling is also an effective way to shake 
off stress; exercising burns off the excess 
adrenaline you’ve built up during the day’s 
challenges, while slowing down the produc¬ 


tion of the stress hormone cortisol. 

5. Better heart health 

Cycling is a cardiovascular activity, mak¬ 
ing it a thorough workout for the heart. 
Like any form of aerobic exercise, it also in¬ 
creases the presence of good cholesterol in 
the body, whose job is to transport fat away 
from arteries. 

In fact, The British Medical Association 
found that cycling just 20 miles a week can 
slash your risk of coronary heart disease 
in half, when compared with staying sed¬ 
entary. 

To add to its merit, cycling is also one of 
the most enjoyable forms of exercise you can 
find. “As with most things, long bike rides 
are best done with friends,” says Williams. 
“So if you’re looking to build your physical 
fitness, why not take on a big cycling chal¬ 
lenge? Not only does some company make 
for a more interesting ride, but you’ll all 
share the effort, help keep each other moti¬ 
vated and have fun along the way.” 



Best apps for 
helping you 
get a good 
night’s sleep 

THAT dodgy car alarm blaring at 3am. The 
neighbour’s dog barking. The dental ap¬ 
pointment you just remembered you were 
supposed to book... 

There are plenty of legitimate reasons why so many 
of us don’t manage to clock up the optimal nightly 
eight hours of sleep that experts recommend - so if 
you’re yawning as you read this, you’re probably not 
alone. According to a survey, an astonishing 38 per 
cent of UK adults are not getting enough sleep. 

There’s no denying that getting plenty of rest is an 
essential part of a healthy and happy lifestyle: A great 
night’s sleep aids brain function, helps balance hor¬ 
mones and blood sugar levels, safeguards against mood 
swings and repair blood vessels. While your smart¬ 
phone might be one of the things preventing you drift¬ 
ing off into blissful deep slumber every night, it could 
also be part of the solution - 
as there are now a number of 
apps designed to help you fall 
asleep faster and easier. Here 
is our picl of the best apps to 
help you sleep... 

1. Pzizz (pzizz.com) 

This clever app creates per¬ 
sonalised soundscapes to help 
you relax and drift off to sleep 
peacefully - think of it like the 
sleep DJ you never knew you 
needed. Simply plug in the 
amount of time you’d like to 
snooze for, and the app will 
adjust a timed mix to lull you 
into a deep slumber and gently rouse you when it’s 
time to wake up. If you struggle to focus at work in the 
daytime too, there’s also music designed to help you to 
work faster and more effectively. 

2. Headspace (headpsace.com) 

This comprehensive meditation app has hundreds 
of different guided and unguided meditations to help 
you to switch off. Using helpful animations and sooth¬ 
ing instructions from British co-founder Andy Puddi- 
combe, the app’s free 10-day trial talks you through 10 
easy exercises that promote the calm and relaxation 
needed to fall asleep peacefully. If you find Headspace 
agrees with you, a subscription (starting from £5.99 a 
month) will unlock 550 more hours of voice-led medita¬ 
tions, with plenty that focus specifically on sleep. 

3. Twilight (twilight.urbandroid.org) 

Studies have shown that the blue light emitted from 

your device screens (smartphones included) can cause 
the body to suppress melatonin - a chemical which 
plays a key role in controlling our body clock and helps 
us to feel sleepy at night. Apple phones now come with 
a Night Shift setting that warms your screen with or¬ 
ange light once evening falls, 
but many Android phones 
don’t yet have this capability. 
That’s where Twilight comes 
in; it controls the light on 
your Android phone, depend¬ 
ing on the time of day, making 
sure you’re not staring at a 
blue light just before it’s time 
to go to bed. 

4. Sleep Cycle (sleepcy- 
cle.com) 

Don’t identify as a morning 
person? This intelligent alarm 
clock analyses your sleep 
patterns so it can wake you 
up during the lightest sleep 
phase, which is the natural waking point. Simply place 
your phone by your bed and Sleep Cycle will do the rest 
- monitoring your bedtime movements to track your 
sleep patterns. In the morning, you’ll get a full report 
of how well you slept, with handy graphs illustrating 
how alcohol and other lifestyle factors can affect your 
slumber. 

5. Power Nap App (visualhype.net) 

Napping is a tricky thing to get right: Sleep too much 
and you’ll risk feeling even worse than you did before 
you bedded down. VisualHype’s Power Nap App comes 
set with a nap timer that only goes up to half an hour 
long (experts say that any longer than 30 minutes will 
leave you feeling groggy and unbalanced), and includes 
built-in soothing audio tracks to help you nap more ef¬ 
fectively. 

6. White Noise Lite (tmsoft.com) 

If you live in a busy urban area, sound pollution can 
be a major contributor to insomnia - and sometimes all 
you need to drift off peacefully is to cut out the back¬ 
ground noise. Next time your neighbours are having a 
house party, try putting in your headphones and lis¬ 
tening to white noise, a type of deeply relaxing sound 
that is produced by combining audio of all different fre¬ 
quencies together (babies love it!). This app has plenty 
of natural and man-made sounds to help zen out to. 






































THEATRE + MUSIC + TV LISTINGS + PUZZLES 



BISJ 


Book 
Now for 

FATHERS 

DAY 

Sunday 


SUNDAY BUFFET 

ADULTS £10.95 CHILDREN (UNDER 8) £5.95 


From Including 
5pm Bank Holiday’s 


HELP YOURSELF TO AS 
MUCH AS YOU LIKE 


T&C’s annlv 


OVER 


ITEMS 


2 FORI 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

(Eat in main course only!) 
Surcharge for fish and king prawn 
T&C’s apply 

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
BANQUET NIGHTS 

Any Starters 
Any Main Course 
Rice & Naan or Veg Side Dish 
Ice Cream & Coffee 

* Surcharge for fish, king prawns & Specialsj 
T & C Apply 

fid QR per person 


Ti 


67-69 High Street, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3BQ | www.banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk | TEL: 0121 585 7020 / 501 3816 
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Goin' Wild for the 
Carole King story 


L ong before she was a chart¬ 
topping music legend, Carole 
King was an ordinary girl 
with an extraordinary talent. 
Beautiful, which features 
at Wolverhampton’s Grand 
Theatre from Tuesday to June 16, tells 
the inspiring true story of Carole’s 
remarkable rise to stardom. 

It shows her journey from being part of a hit song¬ 
writing team with her husband Gerry Goffin, to her 
relationship with fellow writers and best friends Cynthia 
Weil and Barry Mann, to becoming one of the most 
successful solo acts in popular music history. 

Along the way she wrote the soundtrack to a 
generation, including one of the best-selling albums of 
all time, Tapestry, and countless classics such as (You 
Make Me Feel Like) A Natural Woman, Take Good Care 
of My Baby, You’ve Got a Friend, So Far Away, It Might 
as Well Rain Until September, Up on the Roof, and The 
Locomotion. 

Beautiful - The Carole King Musical will roll into 
Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre this week and we caught 
up with leading lady Bronte Barbe to find out what it’s like 
to play the star. 

What are you most enjoying about playing Carole King 
in the UK tour of Beautiful: The Carole King Musical? 

The songs! The music is amazing; it’s just the best. I 
haven’t played a part like this in my career so far. I also 
love how everyone in the company on tour with us is so 
nice; it’s a big family feel, which is lovely. 

Have you always wanted to be on stage and had the 
performing bug? 

Yes absolutely I have. My mum’s always performed - 
she’s done a lot of amateur dramatics and my auntie is a 
singer so it was always in the family. I first started dancing 
when I was three in baby ballet, and I took dance lessons 
for years and years but I didn’t actually want to be a 
dancer. In fact I was always singing, and I think my mum 
told me that I would be in the park and singing The Little 
Mermaid to other kids on the swings! I also used to sing 
Titanic down the phone to my grandma and she used 
to cry, all that sort of thing! So yes, I’ve always wanted 
to perform really. I started doing drama at a young age 
and doing shows with my mum where I would play the 
child and things like that. There’s nothing else I’ve 
wanted to do really, I’ve been so firm and set 
on it. The first time I was on stage was when I 
played the littlest angel in the Nativity play at 
primary school, and I’ve loved it ever since 
Were you familiar with Carole King’s 
work prior to joining the show? 

Yeah I was. I’ve had Tapestry for years 
actually. When I first got a record player 
I bought it because my Mum said, ‘you 
have to get this album it’s amazing’, but 
I didn’t realise until listening to it just how 
many songs that I already knew were 
actually written by Carole King. Then I 
saw the show in the West End and realised 
there are loads and loads of songs I was 
pleasantly surprised to know, but had no idea 
were written by her. So many of her songs 
have filtered into my head without me 
knowing through the TV or radio, 

Was there something in 
particular that drew you 
to the role of Carole 
King, or do you 
identify with her at all? 

Totally, she is so 
determined, particularly 
as a woman starting 
out in the time she did, 
working in the industry 
she did. She knew what 
she wanted, so worked 
hard and went out and got 


Beautiful music - Bronte Barbe 
stars as Carole King 




it, which makes her very inspirational. However, she is 
also a very relatable character I think. 

What is life on the road like? Is there 
thing you absolutely couldn’t be 
without? 

My favourite thing in the world is 
Lush so every town or city we visit I 
find a Lush because it makes me feel 
very calm. Most of the time I try and 
tour with my little dog so that helps. 
Lots of little things like putting 
pictures up in my dressing room 
and having a certain type of tea 
before the show help me to feel calm 
1 and ready to perform. We aren’t in each 
venue for long but it’s nice to feel a little 
bit settled. 

Do you have any particular rituals for 
pre or post-show? 

I just drink tons and tons of water. I 
always have an interval orange 
as well like a football match. I 
always have one, as it’s so 
good for energy and no 
matter how I’m feeling 
I just feel great after 
an interval orange, it’s 
very helpful. 

Do you have a dream 
role that you’d love to 
take on? 

This is absolutely a 
dream role, being able 
to play Carole King every 


She worked hard 
and went out and 
got it, which makes 
her inspirational 


night and sing her songs. I would also quite like to be 
in a period drama. I love to play inspiring women and 
there aren’t that many fully female-led shows out there so 
playing Carole King is wonderful. 

Carole King is an icon of the singer songwriter world 
and an idol to many. Do you have any idols that you 
look up to? 

Oh yeah totally. I would probably say Julie Walters 
and Victoria Wood. My idols are lots of female comedy 
geniuses. However, playing Carole King every night is 
great, she’s definitely iconic! 

The tour stops in Wolverhampton, does this venue 
have any significance for you? 

Wolverhampton is great because I can stay with family 
which is always lovely. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 
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Take a Peaky as 
poet comes home 

Poet and Peaky Blinders actor 

Benjamin Zephaniah has hit 

the road for his first solo f 

UK tour in eight years, \ 

including a home date I 

at Birmingham Town 

Hall next Friday, June 

15. The Handsworth- 

born writer and 

broadcaster published his 

autobiography last month, 

entitled The Life And Rhymes Of 

Benjamin Zephaniah. “They say you’re supposed 

to mellow with age but I haven’t. If anything, I just 

seem to be getting more militant,” says Zephaniah, 

who is honorary patron of The Vegan Society. 


Offering 


a 


warm welcome 


Managers Paul and Carol always ensure a warm welcome to 
customers both old and new at Blackheath’s Shoulder of 
Mutton pub. 

For all the sports fans they boast three large TV screens 
featuring all sports on Sky, BT and all BOX OFFICE Events not 
to mention AT THE RACES. 

For those who like ‘doing’ rather than ‘watching’, there is the 
availability of the pool table and dart board. 

Loyalty 

The pub itself boasts a wide range of ciders, lagers, wines 
and spirits including four ‘Real Ales’ which they rotate weekly. 
Regulars very often enjoy ales such as Bathams, AJ Ales, 
Oakham, JHB, Stairway To Heaven and MA Pardoes Entire, 
plus many more! 

The pub also run a loyalty scheme which means customers 
can get 1 Op back on their card for every pound they spend. 

A pub spokesman added: “With a juke box and free WIFI to 
compliment the regular entertainment every Friday, customers 
cannot ask for much more from a local pub!” 

Lots of Exciting upcoming entertainment, look out for their 
adverts or check out their Facebook page. 


Influential play is 
brought up to date 

In a collaboration between Birmingham Repertory 
Theatre and Birmingham International Dance Festival 
2018, 100 local performers will breathe new life into 
19th century play Woyzeck, from June 15 to 23 at the 
Centenary Square theatre. Georg Buchner’s Woyzeck 
has been described as one of the most influential 
plays ever written. In this new production directors 
Roxana Silbert and Rosie Kay, and writer Leo Butler, 
create a Woyzeck for our time. Woyzeck is the story of 
a young soldier who has started to hear voices in his 
head. Roxana Silbert, artistic director at Birmingham 
Rep, said: “Woyzeck is a powerful story that has been 
sharply brought up-to-date. It’s about the impact of 
war on communities, the pressure on a young person 
trying to make ends meet and ultimately about how 
love can be devastatingly destroyed.” 


Gary is ready to shine as 
he gets closer to the fans 


It’s been 20 years since Gary Barlow last 
played Birmingham’s Symphony Hall. Now 
the Take That frontman is back with two 
shows, on Thursday and Friday, June 14 
and June 15. 

The last time Barlow played a string of venues this 
size, which included Wolverhampton Civic Hall, the 
demand was so high he could have sold some venues 
out six times over. 

The Cheshire-born singer said: “I had such a lot of 
fun back in 2013 when I played those smaller venues 
because you’re so much closer to the fans. The 
audience always seem to love the intimacy of it all too.” 

Barlow found worldwide fame as a member of Take 


That. Since forming in 1989 the group have won eight 
BRIT awards, sold more than 45 million records and 
over eight million concert tickets. He has also become 
a familiar face on TV via a stint as a judge of The X 
Factor and his own talent show Let It Shine. 

He is one of Britain’s most successful songwriters, 
having written 14 Number One singles as well as being 
a six-time recipient of an Ivor Novello Award. 

In recent years, Barlow has also turned his attention 
to the world of theatre, composing the score for the 
hugely successful production Finding Neverland, 
working alongside screenwriter Tim Firth to write the 
music and lyrics for musical The Girls and also working 
alongside his Take That band mates to produce The 
Band, featuring the music of Take That. 


New opportunity 
knocks for Crush 


CLIFF Richard’s hit 1963 
film Summer Holiday has 
been turned into a feel-good 
musical. 

It is coming on tour at 
Birmingham’s New Alexandra 
Theatre from Tuesday to Saturday, 
June 12 to 16 featuring Ray Quinn 
as Don, the role originally played 
by Cliff in the film, who heads on 
a fun-packed trip in a London bus 
across Europe in search of a good 
time and a brilliant summer. 

Along the way they pick up a 
girl singing group and a young 
American pop star who is on the 
run from her domineering mother. 


The show features such vintage 
Cliff hits as In the Country, Summer 
Holiday, Bachelor Boy, Move It, 
Living Doll, The Young Ones and 
On the Beach. 

Pianist turned actor Bobby 
Crush, pictured, the Opportunity 
Knocks winner recently seen in 
Last Laugh in Vegas, will co-star as 
Don’s long-suffering agent Jerry. 
Crush says folks are in for a treat. 
“My friend Darren Day toured with 
it some years ago. This is a great 
show.” 

Crush found fame after featuring 
as a teenaged pianist on ITV talent 
show Opportunity Knocks. 

“The young people that don’t 


remember, I tell them it was the 
forerunner to The X Factor. It had 
the same impact on a career that 
X Factor does and it was great for 
me. Opportunity Knocks got me 
a recording contract, a six-album 
deal with Phillips records, plus an 
agent. It was a great start. 

“We only had BBC 1, 2 and ITV. 
That was it. It wasn’t diluted like it 
is now with satellite stations. You 
could get 17 million watching a 
week, these days that’s unheard 
of. I went from £12 a week as an 
office boy to supporting Jack Jones 
at the London Palladium on £150 
per week. In 1972, that was a lot of 
money. It really changed my life.” 
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CHOICE 



Germaine Bloody Greer 
(BBC2,9pm) 

Profile of the writer and 
academic, whose 1970 book 
The Female Eunuch became an 
international bestseller and an 
important part of the feminist 
movement. The programme 
features previously unseen 
archive footage, while 
interviews with Greer reveal 
with typical honesty, candour 
and wit her thoughts on the 
days when the book was 
originally published, as well as 
her opinion on the MeToo 
movement. Camille Paglia, Zoe 
Heller and Rosie Boycott are 
among those sharing their 
opinions on the influence of The 
Female Eunuch. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 10.30 Trooping the Colour. 1.05 
BBC News; Weather. 1.20 Triathlon: 
Nottingham Mixed Relay. 2.50 Athletics: 
Diamond League Oslo Highlights. 3.50 
Money for Nothing. (R) 4.50 Escape to 
the Continent. (R) 5.50 BBC News. 

6.00 Regional Programme. 

6.05 Film: Maleficent. (2014) A fairy 
falls in love with an ambitious 
human nobleman, who betrays her 
in pursuit of claiming the throne. 
She swears to get revenge on him 
by placing a curse on his daughter, 
only to find herself developing a 
maternal bond with the girl. 

Fantasy adventure based on the 
story of Sleeping Beauty, starring 
Angelina Jolie, Elle Fanning, 

Sharlto Copley and Imelda 
Staunton. 

7.35 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
put an “international” spin on their 
unorthodox quiz show, by inviting 
famous faces from all over the 
world to team up. Seeking the 
least likely correct answers today 
are American singers Jimmy 
Osmond and Kym Mazelle, Irish 
pop duo Jedward, Singapore-born 
chef Nancy Lam and Australian 
comedian Sam Simmons, and 
Argentinean football coach Ossie 
Ardiles and Spanish sports 
journalist Guillem Balague. (R) 

8.25 Casualty. Eddie discovers that 
Alicia has swapped all her shifts to 
avoid him, while Bea receives a 
phone call about her dad and 
leaves work to pick him up from 
the police station. 

9.15 All Round to Mrs Brown’s. Mrs 

Brown’s Boys creator, writer and 
star Brendan O’Carroll dons 
Agnes’s famous cardigan and 
curlers once again, throwing open 
the doors of the larger-than-life Irish 
matriarch’s home to host a Saturday 
night chat show, filmed in front of a 
live studio audience. Inviting friends, 
family and special guests to join her 
in the sitting room, Mrs Brown 
stages mischievous stunts, and 
gives a few celebrity visitors a piece 
of her mind. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather. 

10.35 Film: Thor: The Dark World. 

(2013) Superhero adventure 
sequel, with Chris Hemsworth. 

12.20 The Button. (R) 12.50 Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 12.55 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.25 David Attenborough’s Natural 
Curiosities. (R) 6.50 Naomi’s Nightmares 
of Nature. 7.20 The Pets Factor. 7.40 The 
Dengineers. 8.10 Absolute Genius Super 
Tech with Dick & Dorn. 8.40 Beyond 
Bionic. 9.10 Natural Born Winners. (R) 

10.10 Astronauts: Do You Have What It 
Takes? (R) 11.10 Homes Under the 
Hammer. (R) 12.10 The World Cup: 

Heroes of '66. 12.45 Wanted Down Under. 
(R) 1.30 The World According to Kids. (R) 

2.30 Second Chance Summer: Tuscany. 

(R) 3.30 Demolition: The Wrecking Crew. 
(R) 4.30 Love in the Countryside. (R) 5.30 
The River Wye with Will Millard. 

6.00 Grammar Schools: Who Will Get 
In? Townley Grammar in Bexley, 
south-east London, is judged to be 
one of the best schools in the UK, 
while two miles down the road 
Erith School, a secondary modern, 
is striving to pick itself up after an 
Ofsted report that judged the 
school to require improvement. 
Erith’s mixed-ability students 
include some with learning 
difficulties and others who resent 
authority. At Townley Grammar, 
there are far fewer such problems, 
and the school employs three full¬ 
time staff to help students cope 
with the pressure they put 
themselves under to keep up with 
their high-achieving peers. (R) 
7.00 Dad’s Army. The platoon is 
selected to appear in an army 
training film, but Captain 
Mainwaring refuses to take part 
when he finds out his men are to 
play Nazi soldiers. (R) 

7.30 Trooping the Colour Highlights. 
The best of the annual pageant, 
which officially marks the birthday 
of HM Queen Elizabeth II, 
performed by the 1 st Battalion 
Coldstream Guards on Horse 
Guards Parade. Huw Edwards 
introduces the highlights, with 
reports from JJ Chalmers. 

9.00 Germaine Bloody Greer. Profile of 
the writer and academic, whose 
1970 book The Female Eunuch 
became an international bestseller 
and an important part of the 
feminist movement. 

10.00 Girl’s Guide to TV. 

10.45 Later Weekend with Jools 
Holland. Extended version of the 
music programme. 

11.45 Film: Made in Dagenham. (2010) 
Fact-based comedy drama, 
starring Sally Hawkins. 

1.30 This Is BBC Two. 5.55 Glorious 
Gardens from Above. (R) 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.55 The 
Oddbods Show. (R) 7.05 Star Wars 
Freemaker Adventures. (R) 7.30 Teen 
Titans Go! (R) 7.40 Adventure Time. (R) 

7.55 Drop Dead Weird. 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Zoe Ball on Saturday. 9.25 James 
Martin’s Saturday Morning. 11.20 Who’s 
Doing the Dishes? (R) 12.15 The Best of 
the Voice Worldwide. 1.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.30 Live French Open Tennis. 
The women’s singles final at Roland 
Garros. 5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 Ninja Warrior UK. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara 
present the final of the obstacle- 
course challenge. Competitors 
from across the nation test their 
strength, speed and courage, with 
those who make it to the end of the 
adrenaline-fuelled mission face 
one final task - scaling the heights 
of a tower named Mount 
Midoriyama - as they battle it out 
for the title of Ninja Warrior UK. 
Last in the series. 

7.30 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. 

An unseen edition featuring the 
host’s favourite moments from 
series two that did not make the 
final cut. Featuring Johnny Vegas, 
Jimmy Osmond and Anneka Rice. 
Last in the series. 

8.00 Take Me Out: Over 50s Special. 

Paddy McGuinness hosts a special 
episode featuring women over 50, 
with a retired policeman, a hotelier 
and a dance teacher taking their 
turn in the love lift. 

9.00 Film: The Hangover. (2009) Three 
men on a stag weekend in Las 
Vegas wake up after a night of 
heavy drinking and find they have 
not only misplaced the groom, but 
somehow gained a tiger and a 
baby. Unable to remember the 
details of the night before, they set 
about piecing the clues together in 
the hope of finding their missing 
friend. Comedy, starring Bradley 
Cooper. 

10.55 ITV News; Weather. 

11.15 Play to the Whistle. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Mr Selfridge. 

(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Motor Sport: Mini Challenge. 6.45 
Volkswagen Racing Cup. 7.10 Marathon: 
Swansea Half. 7.40 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.05 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.35 Frasier. (R) 9.10 
Frasier. (R) 9.40 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.05 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

10.35 The Simpsons. (R) 11.05 The 
Simpsons. (R)11.40 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 12.40 Four in a Bed. (R) 1.15 
Four in a Bed. (R) 1.45 Four in a Bed. (R) 

2.20 Four in a Bed. (R) 2.50 Four in a 
Bed. (R) 3.20 A Place in the Sun: Winter 
Sun. (R) 3.50 A Place in the Sun: Winter 
Sun. (R) 4.50 Kirstie and Phil’s Love It or 
List It. (R) 5.50 Channel 4 News. 

6.15 Grand Designs. Following the 
work of Ed and Rowena Waghorn 
as they continue to build a 
handcrafted, five-bedroom house 
on an eight acre smallholding in 
Herefordshire, 10 years in the 
making. Progress on the build was 
slow as Ed decided to do most of 
the work himself, and after four 
years the house was still a shell. 
Now, years later, is it possible this 
house may finally become a 
medieval masterpiece? (R) 

7.10 The World’s Wildest Weather. 
Footage shot by members of the 
public of unusual and dangerous 
weather from around the world, 
including Alpine avalanches and 
cyclones in the South Pacific. The 
programme features first-hand 
accounts of the events featured 
and scientific analysis of the 
footage and how the strange 
weather conditions came about. 
(R) 

8.10 Live International Rugby Union. 

Argentina v Wales (Kick-off 
8.40pm). Lee McKenzie presents 
coverage of the first of two Tests, 
which takes place at the Estadio 
San Juan del Bicentenario. Wales 
have won five of the last six 
meetings between the nations, but 
all of those matches were in 
Cardiff, and Argentina won both 
contests when the Welsh last 
visited South America in 2006. 
With commentary by Eddie Butler 
and Martyn Williams, and analysis 
from Ugo Monye, Shane Williams 
and Thinus Delport. 

10.55 Formula 1: Canadian Grand Prix 
Qualifying Highlights. 

12.25 Film: The Watch. (2012) 2.10 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.20 My Kitchen Rules. 
(R) 5.15 Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures. 

R 5.20 Fifteen to One. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.10 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.45 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.25 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.25 
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.25 Nightmare 
Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 3.20 
Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 

4.15 Rich House, Poor House: The Big 
Surprise. (R) 5.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take 
It Away! (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 

Agents try to evict a woman who 
owes £6,000 in unpaid rent, and 
meet a man who says he cannot 
pay a £7,000 debt, despite having 
a garage full of expensive tools. 

(R) 

7.00 Building the London 

Underground. The technologies 
that have helped make the Tube 
the second-biggest metro system 
in the world, from tunnel-boring 
methods to building vast 
subterranean stations. (R) 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Secrets of the Valley of the Kings. 
An exploration of the Valley of the 
Kings, the royal necropolis of the 
pharaohs and the world’s most 
famous royal burial ground. 
Egyptologists investigate what 
drove Egypt’s greatest pharaohs to 
seek out this secluded valley to 
hide their remains, how ancient 
craftsmen managed to achieve 
such feats of engineering and keep 
pace with the ever-shifting 
designs, and why was the sacred 
site was finally abandoned. 
Narrated by Mark Halliley. (R) 

9.00 Secrets of Tutankhamun’s 
Treasures. Items found in 
Tutankhamun’s tomb that paint a 
picture of his family, including 
mummified babies - the offspring 
of an incestuous relationship with 
his sister. 

10.00 Alexander the Great’s Lost Tomb. 

The search for the lost tomb of 
Alexander the Great, the 
Macedonian warlord, which has 
eluded experts for nearly 2,000 
years. Archaeologist Dr Nick 
Saunders follows the clues. 

11.05 The Ten Plagues of Egypt: Ancient 
Mysteries. How ash from a 
volcanic eruption may have 
triggered a deadly domino effect, 
turning the Nile red and making its 
waters toxic and explaining the 
biblical tale of the 10 plagues. (R) 
12.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Yorkshire 
Vet. (R) 4.00 Secrets of the Chocolate 
Factory: Inside Cadbury. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Burrowers: Animals 
Underground 8.00 Patagonia: Earth’s 
Secret Paradise 9.00 Hidden 10.00 The 
League of Gentlemen 11.00 Top of the 
Pops: 1985 12.00 Big in America: British 
Hits in the USA 1.00 Patagonia: Earth’s 
Secret Paradise 2.00 1 Was There: Kate 
Adie on Tiananmen Square 3.00 How to 
Get Ahead: At Versailles 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

12.05 Celebrity Catchphrase 1.05 
Funniest Ever You’ve Been Framed! Gold 

2.10 Film: Spy Kids 2: Island of Lost 
Dreams (2002) 3.10 FYI Daily 3.15 Film: 
Spy Kids 2: Island of Lost Dreams (2002) 

4.20 Film: The Smurfs (2011) 5.20 FYI 
Daily 5.25 Film: The Smurfs (2011) 6.25 
Film: Battleship (2012) 7.25 FYI Daily 

7.30 Film: Battleship (2012) 9.00 Love 
Island: The Weekly Hot List 10.05 
Celebrity Juice 10.50 Family Guy 12.15 
American Dad! 1.10 Celebrity Juice: Just 
the Tip 2.10 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

I. 05 A Touch of Frost 3.00 Film: 

Columbo Undercover (1994) 5.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Poirot 7.00 Lewis 9.00 
Endeavour 11.00 A Touch of Frost 1.05 
On the Buses 2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.30 Football’s Foreign Legion 12.30 
Storage Wars: Texas 1.30 ITV Racing 
Live from Haydock. Coverage from 
Haydock Park, Musselburgh and 
Newmarket. 4.20 Storage Wars 4.50 Live 
French Open Tennis. The men’s doubles 
final at Roland Garros. 7.00 Isle of Man 
TT 10.00 Cycling: Criterium du Dauphine 
Highlights 11.00 Film: The Departed 
(2006) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: The 
Departed (2006) 2.00 Minder 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

II. 30 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 11.45 The 
Goldbergs 1.45 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.15 
Young Sheldon 2.40 The Big Bang 
Theory 7.15 Film: The Hunger Games 
2012) 10.00 Film: I, Frankenstein 
2014) 11.50 Gogglebox 2.00 Tattoo 
Fixers 3.00 Rude Tube 4.20 Rude(ish) 
Tube 4.45 How I Met Your Mother 
Film4 

11.00 FI etch (1985) 1.00 The Rewrite 
(2014) 3.10 Hotel for Dogs (2009) 5.10 
Carry On Jack (1963) 6.55 Last Vegas 
(2013) 9.00 The Monuments Men (2014) 

11.20 An American Werewolf in London 
(1981) 1.15 Boy (2010) 3.05 Close 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


'Eat More to Weigh Less' 



say 'Halesowen team of slimming 
world consultants 

A slimming expert says there’s no need for 
anyone in Halesowen looking to lose weight 
to go hungry, after new research found that 
filling up on low energy dense foods is more 
likely to lead to weight loss success than 
counting calories and cutting portion sizes 

The local slimming world team of consultants 
all agree that the key for anyone wanting to 
shed the pounds ahead of summer is to eat 
more - not less. 

The Solutions for Weight through Psychology, 
Satiation and Satiety study*, led by the 
University of Leeds and published in the 
Journal of Nutrition, compared women 
following Slimming World’s Food Optimising 
eating plan, to another group of women 
following the NHS Choices programme, which 
is centred around calorie counting. Unlike a 
calorie-controlled diet, the Food Optimising 
plan encourages slimmers to fill up on low 
energy dense foods (foods that contain fewer 
calories per gram) including normal everyday 
foods like fruit and vegetables, lean meat, 
fish, pasta, rice and eggs freely to satisfy their 
appetite. 

‘I tried so many fads...’ 

All participants attended four laboratory test 
days at the University of Leeds’ Human Appetite 
Research Unit, eating low energy dense meals 
for two days and high energy dense meals 
for the remaining tests to allow researchers 
to assess their impact on appetite and calorie 
intake. Both groups found that eating lower 
energy dense foods left participants feeling less 
hungry and more full despite consuming fewer 
calories with larger amounts of foods. 


The two groups were also monitored over 
a time period of 14 weeks to explore the 
longer-term effects. Slimmer’s following a 
plan based around low energy dense foods 
for this time period - as well as attending a 
weekly Slimming World group where they 
weighed in and received support - also 
reported increased feelings of control around 
their food choices and a greater confidence in 
their ability to stick to their weight-loss plan, as 
well as losing significantly more weight than 
calorie-counting counterparts - 6.2% body 


weight compared to 3.8%. 

The research comes as no surprise to the 
Halesowen consultants, who support around 
eight hundred to lose weight each week at 
the in the area at Slimming World groups. 

We often hear from members.: “I tried so 

many fads when I decided I wanted to lose 
weight - skipping meals, food replacement 
shakes, even the ‘cabbage soup’ diet [and 
going hungry... you name it, they., did it! I was 
just desperate to get quick results. Yes, I lost 
weight at first, but I only put it all back on again 


because I felt too restricted and deprived. I felt 
so ashamed at ‘failing’ too. You can’t keep that 
up for long at all. 

“When I joined Slimming World everything 
changed. From the very first week I learned 
that actually, you can feel full and lose weight 
enjoying all your favourite dishes, just by 
making small changes to the way you shop, 
cook and eat. I eat more than I ever did before, 
I just eat smarter - filling up on lean meat, 
vegetables, fruit, potatoes, rice and fat-free 
diary before anything else. I make healthy, 


homemade meals from scratch that the whole 
family can enjoy. My family can’t get enough 
of all the fabulous fakeaway meals and lots 
of family favorites like spag bol for example, 
and I can still enjoy a regular glass of wine 
or small bar of chocolate too.“That’s why this 
new research really doesn’t surprise me. My 
members know they don’t have to weigh, 
count or measure everything they eat to lose 
weight. They don’t have to give anything up 
and they don’t have to ever go hungry thanks 
to Slimming World’s Free Food. It’s a lifestyle 
not a quick fix, and something that can be kept 
up forever. 

Sue who is a target member that regularly 
attends group often tells new members..: 

“If I’m honest I was a little sceptical before I 
joined Slimming World - it sounded too good 
to be true. I always thought the only way to 
lose weight was to simply eat less or count 
everything that I ate and drank. I soon learned 
that wasn’t the case - I can enjoy meals like 
homemade fish and chips one night, curry 
another, roast dinners, ‘Fakeaways’ - the list 
is endless! I’ve stopped counting, weighing 
and measuring everything and I’ve made small 
changes - like using lean meat, low-calorie 
cooking spray and adding plenty of fresh 
vegetables to fill my plate.” 

“Another huge difference for me has been 
the group support. I’ve made a whole new 
bunch of friends and I look forward to sharing 
my success with them each week, as well 
as talking through challenges on the more 
difficult weeks. We always swap great tips and 
motivation as well as recipes. We’re like one 
big family. Now I’m slimmer I feel so much 
more happy and confident - and I’ve got so 
much more energy too! I’ve actually started 
being more active and I can’t get enough”. 

If you’d like to lose weight without going 
hungry too at any local Slimming World group 
contact one of the team on our advert on 
page ?? or pop along to one of our warm and 
friendly groups.. 

For further information please contact 
michaela on: 07901583236 or 
email: jonmucklow@msn.com. 
https://www.slimmingworld.co.uk/ 
press/eat-more-not-less/ 

































Poldark 


(BBC1, 9pm) 

New series. The period drama 
returns for a fourth series, 
which sees the country plunged 
into uncertainty when the prime 
minister calls an election. 
George Warleggan's reign as 
member for Truro has had a 
devastating impact on the city, 
and Hugh is determined to 
displace him. Rioting erupts on 
the streets, which results in 
Zacky's son and the Carnes 
brothers being accused of 
murder, while Ross is helpless 
to intervene. The Enyses 
consider having a child, and 
Demelza seeks to reconcile two 
rival local lords. Period drama, 
starring Aidan Turner, Eleanor 
Tomlinson, Christian 
Brassington, Ellise Chappell, 
Beatie Edney, Jack Farthing, 
Luke Norris, Heida Reed and 
Harry Richardson. 



BBCl 


jBBC2 


ITV || CHANNEL 4 lCHANNEL5 ||PIGITAL 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Regional Programme. 12.15 BBC News; 
Weather. 12.30 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 
Points of View. 1.15 Lifeline. 1.25 Songs 
of Praise. 2.00 Britain Celebrates Live: 

100 Years of Women’s Votes. 4.00 Who 
Do You Think You Are? (R) 5.00 Britain’s 
Best Home Cook. (R) 

6.00 Wallace & Gromit: A Close 
Shave. Nick Park’s animated 
characters embark on their third 
adventure, which sees Wallace fall 
in love and Gromit framed for 
sheep rustling. With the voices of 
Peter Sallis and Anne Reid. (R) 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.45 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. The last of three royal 
specials from the Sandringham 
estate, where the first ever 
Christmas broadcast was 
recorded. Matt Baker meets the 
head gardener to discover how the 
trees are shaped to look their best 
in winter, Adam Henson delves 
into the history of blackcurrant 
harvesting, and Ellie Harrison joins 
the head gamekeeper in a tour of 
the estate’s various wildlife 
habitats. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents a special episode from 
the Houses of Parliament 
celebrating the 100th anniversary 
of women winning the right to 
vote, examining artefacts 
connected to remarkable women 
throughout British history, 
including leading suffragist 
Millicent Fawcett, photographer 
Christina Broom, secret agent 
Violette Szabo, gymnast Florence 
Atwood and polar explorers Ann 
Daniels and Caroline Hamilton. 
9.00 Poldark. New series. The country 
is plunged into uncertainty during 
an election, and a riot erupts in 
Truro - leaving Zacky’s son 
accused of murder, while Ross is 
helpless to intervene. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Our Friend Victoria. (R) 

11.00 Suffragettes with Lucy Worsley. 
The historian examines the battle 
that women had to wage for the 
right to vote, following the stories 
of young working class 
suffragettes who rebelled against 
Edwardian society. (R) 

12.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.35 BBC News. 


6.40 Gardeners’ World. (R) 7.40 
Countryfile. (R) 8.35 The Beechgrove 
Garden. 9.05 Saturday Kitchen Best 
Bites. 10.35 Spring Kitchen with Tom 
Kerridge. (R) 11.20 Hairy Bikers’ Best of 
British. (R) 12.20 The World Cup: Hopes 
of a Nation. 1.00 Triathlon: World Series 
- Leeds. The ITU World Series meeting 
from Leeds. 

6.00 Dragons’Den. Jenny Campbell, 
Peter Jones, Tej Lalvani, Deborah 
Meaden and Touker Suleyman 
assess the profit-making potential 
of more business plans, including 
a range of story books intended to 
help children learn other 
languages, skin care products 
made out of hemp, and a solution 
to pain caused by halter neck 
straps. (R) 

7.00 Million Pound Menu. Fred Sirieix 
presents the fine dining challenge 
which follows people who work in 
the food business as they seek 
major investment to launch their 
own restaurants. (R) 

8.00 Journey in the Danger Zone: Iraq. 
Part two of two. Adnan Sarwar 
joins a party of pilgrims on a 
journey to the Holy Shrines of 
Kerbala, and visits one of several 
visitor cities built to house the 
thousands who come to the 
sacred site each year. He then 
moves on to Fallujah, where he 
visits a school for children with 
hearing and speech disabilities, 
and goes behind the scenes on a 
controversial TV show in which 
prisoners are made to apologise 
for their crimes on air. 

9.00 Frankie Goes to Russia. Part two 
of two. 

10.00 Atlanta. Paper Boi becomes the 
hip hop world’s poster-child for 
toxic masculinity and transphobia 
after he makes some offensive 
Tweets about Caitlyn Jenner, and ends 
up on a talk show. 

10.20 Atlanta. Paper Boi securesagig 
playing a club, but neither he nor Earn 
are keen on the prospect, especially 
when they fall foul of a ruthless 
promoter unwilling to pay his dues. 
10.50 Girl’s Guide to TV. (R) 

11.35 Athletics: Diamond League 
Stockholm Highlights. The 
Bauhaus-Galan. Action from the 
sixth Diamond League event of the 
season, which was held at 
Stockholm Olympic Stadium. 

12.35 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 

1.35 Holby City. (R) 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dana. (R) 6.55 The Oddbods Show. (R) 
7.05 Star Wars Freemaker Adventures. 
(R) 7.30 The Haunted Hathaways. (R) 

7.55 Drop Dead Weird. 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Zoe Ball On Sunday. 9.25 The 
Queen’s Coronation in Colour. (R) 10.20 
How to Spend It Well: House and Garden 
with Phillip Schofield. (R) 11.20 The Best 
of the Voice Worldwide. 12.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.30 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 

1.30 Live French Open Tennis. The men’s 
singles final at Roland Garros. 5.30 
Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. (R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 Soccer Aid for UNICEF 2018. 
England v World XI (Kick-off 
8.00pm). Kirsty Gallacher and 
Dermot O’Leary host live coverage 
of the annual football match 
between teams of celebrities and 
professional athletes to raise 
money for children’s charity 
Unicef. The game is played at 
Manchester United’s Old Trafford 
Stadium, with England captain 
Robbie Williams taking on a team 
led by Usain Bolt. Among the 
players are Mo Farah, Gordon 
Ramsay, Oily Murs, and Eric 
Cantona, returning to his former 
home turf. Featuring live music 
from Jessie Ware. Subsequent 
programmes subject to change. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Heathrow: Britain’s Busiest 

Airport. The Border Force pull over 
a Ghanaian businessman declaring 
£114,000 in cash. A blind date 
takes place in the airport. (R) 

10.50 Football’s Foreign Legion. Forty 
years on from the first wave of 
foreign footballers, this is the story 
of those pioneering players and 
their legacy. 

11.50 Great Art. Tim Marlow reflects on 
the American Impressionist 
movement, which was inspired by 
great French masters including 
Claude Monet. Narrated by Gillian 
Anderson. Last in the series. (R) 

12.45 Jackpot247. Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live interactive 
gaming from the comfort of their sofas, 
with a mix of roulette-wheel spins and 
lively chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 Motorsport UK. Action from 
Donington Park. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. Text-based information 
service. 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Eat the Week. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Bake Off: The 
Professionals. (R) 1.30 The Simpsons. 
(R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 2.30 Film: 
Volcano. (1997) Disaster thriller, starring 
Tommy Lee Jones. 4.35 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.35 Bang on 
Budget. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Escape to the Chateau. Dick and 
Angel look ahead to wedding 
season, with eight couples 
booking the chateau for their big 
day. Dick also converts a stone 
barn into a flat for Angel’s parents, 
getting rid of 150 years’ worth of 
rubbish in the process, but 
tensions rise between the couple 
when he gets carried away with 
the trees at the front of the 
property. Last in the series. (R) 
8.00 Bake Off: The Professionals. 

Liam Charles and Tom Allen put 
the remaining teams to the test 
with a secret recipe challenge, 
then gives them a chance to 
impress judges Cherish Finden 
and Benoit Blin with their 
showmanship by making a 
chocolate showpiece inspired by 
the theme of the four seasons. 

9.00 The Handmaid’s Tale. A baby 
shower provokes a troubling shift 
in Offred’s relationship with 
Serena Joy, and prompts her to 
reckon with the choice she made 
that led her to become a 
Handmaid. 

10.108 Out of 10 Cats. Aisling Bea is 
joined by Joel Dommett and 
James Acaster, while Rob Beckett 
teams up with Joe Swash and 
RoisinConaty to discuss 
memorable moments from school. 
Jimmy Carr hosts. (R) 

10.40 Formula 1: Canadian Grand Prix 
Highlights. Action from the 
seventh round of the season at 
Circuit Gilles Villeneuve in 
Montreal. Lewis Hamilton was 
looking for a fourth successive 
victory in this race and seventh 
overall. 

12.40 Film: The Man with the Iron Fists. 
(2012) Martial arts adventure, starring 
RZA. 2.15 Obsessive Compulsive 
Cleaners. (R) 3.10 Building the Dream. 
(R) 4.05 My Kitchen Rules. (R) 5.00 
Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 5.05 Cheap 
Cheap Cheap.(R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 Poppy Cat. (R) 6.30 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The Secret 
Life of Puppies. (R) 6.40 Mofy. (R) 6.45 
Simon. (R) 6.50 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.00 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 7.15 Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.35 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.50 Rusty Rivets. (R) 
8.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.20 Nella the 
Princess Knight. (R) 8.35 Noddy: 

Toyland Detective. (R) 8.55 Floogals. (R) 
9.05 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

9.20 Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.40 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.10 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.45 Pets Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 11.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.05 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.05 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.05 Film: Holes. 

(2003) Family adventure, starring Shia 
LaBeouf. 3.05 Access. 3.10 Film: Holes. 
(2003) Concluded. 4.30 FIA Formula E 
Live. The Zurich ePrix. 

6.15 World’s Scariest Animal Attacks 
2. Terrifying animal encounters 
caught on camera, including the 
moment sharks turned on a free- 
diving father and son, and a 5001b 
elephant seal that reacted violently 
when intimidated. (R) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. Scotland v England. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 The Yorkshire Steam Railway: All 
Aboard. A look at the North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway, 
following the lives of some of the 
workers who keep the wheels 
turning and the passengers happy 
on one of the world’s most popular 
steam lines. To pull in the punters 
in, star engine Royal Scot is hired 
to headline for a week and for 
general manager Chris it’s an 
expensive gamble as this big and 
powerful engine was designed to 
thunder on mainline rails, while 
the heritage railway has much 
smaller platforms and bridges. 

Until Royal Scot arrives and goes 
through a gauging run on the line, 
they won’t know if she will actually 
fit the railway. (R) 

9.00 The Yorkshire Steam Railway: All 
Aboard. The start of the Easter 
timetable at the North Yorkshire 
Moors Railway finds marketing 
manager Laura devising a stunt to 
capitalise on the Tour de Yorkshire 
cycling race. (R) 

10.00 Top of the Box 1978 with Matthew 
Kelly. Last in the series. 

12.05 The Best of Bad TV: The 70s. (R) 

1.55 SuperCasino. 


BBC Four 

7.00 Locomotion: Dan Snow’s History of 
Railways 8.00 Timeshift: The Golden Age 
of Coach Travel 9.00 Swallowed by the 
Sea - Ancient Egypt’s Greatest Lost City 
10.00 The Sky at Night 10.30 Horizon: 
Cosmic Dawn - The Real Moment of 
Creation 11.30 Civilisations Stories: King 
Coal 12.00 Ego: The Strange and 
Wonderful World of Self-Portraits 1.30 
Locomotion: Dan Snow’s History of 
Railways 2.30 Swallowed by the Sea - 
Ancient Egypt’s Greatest Lost City 3.30 
Close 
ITV2 

12.20TakeMeOut1.35 Film: The 

Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas (2000) 
2.40 FYI Daily 2.45 Film: The Flintstones 
in Viva Rock Vegas (2000) 3.20 Film: 
Hotel Transylvania (2012) 4.25 FYI Daily 

4.30 Film: Hotel Transylvania (2012) 

5.10 Film: Despicable Me 2 (2013) 6.10 
FYI Daily 6.15 Film: Despicable Me 2 
(2013) 7.05 Film: Legally Blonde (2001) 
8.05 FYI Daily 8.10 Film: Legally Blonde 
(2001) 9.00 Love Island 10.00 Love 
Island: Aftersun 11.05 Family Guy 12.30 
American Dad! 1.25 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.25 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.55 A Touch of Frost 3.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Poirot 5.00 Vera 9.00 
Unforgotten 11.00 Wire in the Blood 1.00 
Blue Murder 2.20 Liverpool 1 3.20 Road 
to Avonlea 5.05 George and Mildred 
ITV4 

11.15 Live British Touring Car 
Championship. Roundfourfrom Oulton 
Park. 6.00 Snooker v Darts 6.10 The 
Chase Celebrity Special 7.15 River 
Monsters 8.15 Film: Jackie Chan’s First 
Strike (1996) 9.15 FYI Daily 9.20 Film: 
Jackie Chan’s First Strike (1996) 10.00 
Cycling: Criterium du Dauphine 
Highlights 11.00 Film: Death Wish 2 
(1981) 12.00 FYI Daily 12.05 Film: Death 
Wish 2 (1981) 12.50 Fifth Gear 
E4 

12.20 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 12.50 Young 
Sheldon 1.20 The Big Bang Theory 6.20 
Film: Hulk (2003) 9.00 Marvel’s Agents 
of SHIELD 10.00 Gogglebox 11.00 
Gogglebox Australia 12.05 The Big Bang 
Theory 
Film4 

11.00 The Ladykillers (1955) 1.00 
Rugrats Go Wild (2003) 2.40 Dr Seuss’ 
The Lorax (2012) 4.20 The Longest Ride 
(2015) 6.50 Crocodile Dundee II (1988) 
9.00 The Bourne Legacy (2012) 11.40 
Starred Up (2013) 1.50 Summer in 
February (2013) 4.00 Close 



MONDAY 

Halesowen 

Benjamin's, Banquet Suite 
Birmingham Street 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Elaine 0121 550 6414 

Halesbury School 

Feldon Lane, Halesowen 
B62 9DR 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Dawn 07859 010175 

Old Hill 

Holy Trinity Church, 
Halesowen Rd 
7pm 

Sarah 07815 071982 


TUESDAY 
Halesbury School 

Feldon Lane, 
Halesowen 
B62 9DR 
7pm 

Dawn 07859 010175 

Blackheath Coronation 
Social Club 

George Avenue 
Rowley Regis, 

B65 9BD 
7pm 

Maddie 07815 132320 


be clrtwy! 

Slimming Wodd 


WEDNESDAY 


Old Hill 

Lawrence Lane 
Methodist Church Old Hill 
B64 6DD 
9.15am 

Sarah 07815 071982 

Old Hill 

Lawrence Lane 
Methodist Church Old Hill 
B64 6DD 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Sarah 07815 071982 

Blackheath Central 
Methodist Church 

High Street, Blackheath 
B65 ODR 
NEW TIMES 
9.30am & 11.30am 
Anne 07815 643963 


Blackheath Central 
Methodist Church 

High St, Blackheath 
B65 ODR 
5pm & 7pm 
Anne 07815 643963 

THURSDAY 

Liberal Club 

Upper High St, Cradley 
5pm & 7pm 
Romina 07432 588596 

Liberal Club 

Upper High St, Cradley 
9.30am & 11.30am 
Romina 07432 588596 

St Peters Church Hall 

Hiplands Road, Halesowen 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Elaine 0121 5506414 


Stag & 3 Horse Shoes 

Top of Mucklow Hill 
Halesowen Rd 
7pm 

Ellie 07970 600763 

FRIDAY 

Cornbow Hall 

Halesowen Library 
Level 2, next to Asda, 
Halesowen 
8am, 10am & 12pm 
Michaela 07901 583236 

Dudley Golf Club 

Turners Hill, 

Rowley Regis, B65 9DP 
9.30am 

Maddie 07815 132320 


SATURDAY 

Cornbow Hall 

Halesowen Library, Level 2, 
next to Asda Halesowen 
9.15am 

Michaela 07901 583236 

Lightwoods 
Primary School 
(off Clent Rd) 

Oldbury B68 9ER 
10am 

Maddie 07815 132320 


Sltmmin 


slimmingworld.co.uk 


(D 0344 897 8000 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Cry for Justice, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

When her son is falsely accused of murder, Jackie 
fights against the odds to free him. While he 
languishes in prison while the prosecution seeks a life 
sentence, their lives are sent on differing paths of 
wavering faith and tentative hope. Drama, based on a 
true story, starring Francine Locke and Drew 
Matthews. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

The Wrong Daughter, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Couple Kate and Joe, who have longed to be 
parents together, are delighted when Danica, a child 
Kate gave up 17 years ago, comes to stay. Thriller, 
starring Cindy Busby, Jon Prescott and Sierra Pond. 
(2018) 

WEDNESDAY 

Strangers in Amish Country, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A military nurse returns from a tour of duty in 
Afghanistan to her family’s farm in rural Ohio, and falls 
for an Amish neighbour after an intruder wreaks 
havoc. Romantic drama, starring Jes Macallan, Sean 
Faris and Kelly McGillis. (2017) 



THURSDAY 

Lethal Admirer, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman moves across the country to rebuild her life 
after the tragic death of her boyfriend. She is 
pleasantly surprised to run into an old colleague and 
the two become firm friends, but things soon take a 
turn for the worse when he sets out to win her heart - 
by any means necessary. Thriller, starring Karissa Lee 
Staples, Drew Seeley and Brian Ames. (2018) 

FRIDAY 

The Wolf of Wall Street, Channel 4,11.40pm 

A New York stockbroker rises from unemployment to 
become one of the richest men in the city’s financial 
elite through an illegal scheme to defraud investors. 
His wealth brings him an outrageously debauched 
lifestyle, but comes at a price as the FBI become 
suspicious of his manipulation of the markets. Martin 
Scorsese’s fact-based drama, starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Matthew McConaughey. (2013) 


Georgie finds herself in 
the firing line once again 


T he new series of military 
drama Our Girl began last 
week, but it seems that star 
Michelle Keegan is still getting over 
the events of the previous run. 

That’s when her on-screen fiancee 
Elvis Harte (Luke Pasquilano) was 
killed in an explosion, leaving her 
character Georgie Lane 
heartbroken. 

Keegan says that Georgie will 
continue to grieve for him 
throughout the series: “She’s had 
six months out for compassionate 
leave and is now throwing herself 
into work. She’s definitely not over 
Elvis at all and you’ll see throughout 
the episodes that his death has 
really affected her.” 

It’s also been a tough time for the 
actress. She says: “It was really, 
really strange. Luke and I started on 
the series at the same time together 
and it was so odd when he left. It 
was like a hole and I definitely 
missed him. 

“We literally started the next 
episode the day after Elvis died. 
Luke left on a Thursday and on a 


Friday we started to film episode 
five. It took a long time for me to 
adjust as all our storylines were 
always based around Georgie and 
Elvis and the ‘will they, won’t they’ 
situation.” 

At least the actress, who first 
found fame as feisty Tina on 
Coronation Street, can take some 
comfort in the fact that she wasn’t 
the only one affected by the 
storyline - Our Girl fans were also 
devastated by Elvis’s death. 

She says: “I was in Malaysia at the 
time and it was 6am when it aired in 
the UK. I looked at my phone and it 
had gone crazy. 

“What was great was that it hadn’t 
been released that Elvis was going 
to get killed so it was obviously a 
massive shock for the audience 
who follow the story. I just 
remember that all the women’s 
hearts on Twitter were broken that 
night.” 

However, in this second episode, 
Georgie may not get too much time 
to dwell on Elvis, as she meets 
undercover Special Forces 


operative, Bones (Oliver Rix) - and 
he doesn’t make the best first 
impression. 

Keegan explains: “They get 
off to a rocky start as Georgie sees 
him in Nigeria where he throws a 
child out of his way. But obviously 
goodie two shoes Georgie won’t 
stand for that and ends up 
confronting him.” 

She adds: “You soon see that he 
is the Head of Special Forces and 
has taken over Elvis’ role but he is 
totally different. He’s very angry all 
the time, very old school and isn’t 
emotionally led, he also hasn’t got a 
friendship with Captain James. 
However, you see him and 2 
Section build a relationship which is 
really exciting.” 

And there’s even more drama, as 
2-Section try to trade the detained 
son of a rebel leader for an 
imprisoned Nigerian military medic, 
unaware their captors are setting a 
trap. It leads to a tense stand-off, but 
will everyone make if out alive this 
time, or is Keegan going to have to 
deal with more early morning 
messages from fans? 



Michelle Keegan stars in Our Girl, Tuesday, BBC1,9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


THURSDAY 

FIFA World Cup 2018 

I TV, 3.45pm 

Russia v Saudi Arabia (Kick-off 4.00pm). Mark 
Pougatch presents coverage of the Group A match, 
the opening game of the tournament, which takes 
place at Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow. This is only 
Russia’s third appearance in a World Cup this 
century after failing to qualify for the tournaments in 
2006 and 2010. Their last effort in 2014 saw them 
fail to get out of the group stage, drawing two 
games and losing one, but as hosts they’ll be 
expecting to go much further this time around. This 
afternoon will see them face Saudi Arabia for the 
first time since October 1993, when they lost 4-2 in 
Riyadh in a friendly match. Juan Antonio Pizzi’s side 
are playing in only their fifth World Cup and will be 
looking to at least match their previous best finish, 
which saw them reach the last 16 at the 1994 
tournament in the USA. 


MONDAY 

Flowers 

Channel 4,10pm 

The critically acclaimed comedy drama is back for a 
second series - and like the first run, it’s showing 
across consecutive evenings, which makes it even 
easier to be drawn into its dark and imaginative 
world. For those who missed the original series, it 
followed depressed children’s book author Maurice 
(Julian Barratt), his well-meaning wife Deborah 
(Olivia Colman) and their maladjusted adult twin 
children Amy (Sophia Di Martino) and Donald 
(Daniel Rigby). The opening double bill picks up the 
action a few years later, and it seems that Maurice 
is now doing better and Deborah has become a 
writer herself by penning a book about her 
husband’s illness. But the clan still has its 
eccentricities - for a start, Amy has taken up with 
Hylda (Harriet Walter), an unconventional priest and 
former addict. 

TUESDAY 

The Martin Lewis Money Show Live 
ITV, 8pm 

According to a survey a few years ago, Martin 
Lewis was the most Googled British man. And the 
financial journalist’s popularity and usefulness 
shows no signs of waning just yet as he returns for 


FRIDAY 

The Crystal Maze: Celebrity Special 
Channel 4, 9pm 

Richard Ayoade presides as Dennis Wise, Roman 
Kemp, Binky Felstead, Bez and Katie Price 
compete around the four zones, tackling various 
challenges to win crystals. 



a live summer special from Warwick Castle. The 
programme features money-saving tips aiming to 
help consumers cope with the season’s current 
economic climate. Plus, as this is a summer 
special, there is bound to be tips for viewers hoping 
to get the most out of their Euros, Dollars and Zloty, 
as well as a clarification of data roaming charges, 
and suggestions if your flight gets delayed. As 
usual, Martin is keen for everyone to join in, so 
whether you have a query on travel insurance, car 
hire or currency, have your questions at the ready. 

WEDNESDAY 

The Fast Fix: Diabetes 

ITV, 9pm 

There was a time when it was thought that Type 2 
diabetes was a medical life sentence, but 
as viewers of The One Show will have 
seen recently, that’s not the case. In 
the first of a two-part strand, Anita 
Rani examines how people with 
the condition attempt to reverse it 
by living on a radical liquid diet. It 
could potentially save their lives 
and the NHS billions of pounds. 

Here cameras follow five 
overweight patients as they 
move into an experimental 


diabetes reversal unit. There they live on a diet of 
just 800 calories a day for four weeks. They attempt 
to shed more than two stones, hopefully improve 
their lives, and no doubt offer a large dose of hope 
for viewers in a similar situation. 

FIFA World Cup 2018 Preview 
BBC1, 10.45pm 

Gary Lineker is joined by Alan 
Shearer and Jermaine Jenas to 
look ahead to the tournament in 
Russia, assessing the chances of 
the leading contenders in the 21st 
staging of the finals. The chances of 
England, the only home nation to 
qualify this time around, are 

assessed, while the trio offer 
their thoughts on which 
nations have the 
greatest chance of 
glory, and which 
players are likely to 
shine. Germany 
were victorious four 
years ago in Brazil 
and are among the 
leading 
contenders. 


The Martin Lewis Money Show Live, Tuesday, ITV, 8pm 


GARAGE DOOR PROBLEM? 

REPAIR OR NEW INSTALLATION - WE CAN FIX IT! 

WE BASE OUR WORK ON QUALITY, NOT QUANTITY 


VISION 


• Side hinged doors from £975 
• Security personnel doors from £375 
► Up and over garage doors from £499 
Electric insulated roller doors from £980 


CALL US 


FDR FREE 
QUOTE TD DAY 


01384 622 433 
07875 530 474 

] lee@visiongaragedoors.com 

Follow us online! 




III 


@visiongaragedoors 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



Friendly advise from a family run business with 35 
years experience. We offer a full range of services 
from free quote and design to installation central 
heating, building work, plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 SOS 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-4.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-1.00pm 


^THE SHED SHOP^ 

Established 27 Years 

6ft x 4ft T&G Sheds from £240 
Concrete slotted post now at £9 
Concrete gravel boards now £9 
6ft x 5ft overlap heavy duty fence panels £15 
Railwasy Sleepers £16 
Continental Panels in stock 
Post mix 20kg bags £4.50 
A wide range of fence panels available 
All Products for immediate delivery 
Public & Trade Welcome 


Special Offers Also Available 


01384 482 542/ 
07920 885 774 
www.dudleyshedshop.co.uk 


You should 
be able 
to trust the 
ads you see. 

If an ad is wrong, 

the ASA is here to put it right. 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
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15 

3 

o 

16 
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17 
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20 
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A 

22 

J 

23 
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V 

25 

H 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Race movement 
begins under his 
orders (7) 

7. Each one always 
yawns initially (5) 

9. The last of the 
screen dramas (3) 
10. Fruit used in 
mimicking on 
stage (9) 

12. Shows off 

mannequin - racing 
type, perhaps (6,5) 
15. Like a heavenly 
show? (4-7) 

17. Cavil about being 
unpunctual, but 
waver (9) 

19. Be prostrate as 
story? (3) 

21. Started, for 
example, in 
prohibition (5) 

22. Obligatory process 
in book 
production (7) 


Down 

1. Candidates do so 
before they can 
sit (5) 

2. Vessel seen in 
colour, no doubt (3) 

3. Retain part of the 
castle (4) 

4. Subdue because of 
strength? (9) 

5. He can’t do without 
glasses (7) 

8. Learner relieved - 
it’s on hire (6) 

11. Airs appal in 
estimation of 
value (9) 

13. Plaything under 
which there could 
be a snake (6) 

14. In which cooking 
may be done at 
sea? (7) 

16. They have their 
pride, of course (5) 
18. Stumble on 
excursion? (4) 

20. Strange ring worn 
by theologian (3) 



Across 

6. Lawfully (7) 

7. Polite (5) 

9. Twisted (3) 

10. Consequent (9) 
12. Chance (11) 

15. Despondent (11) 
17. Impassiveness (9) 
19. Pledge (3) 

21. Brag (5) 

22. Chief (7) 


Down 

1. Memorise (5) 

2. Manner (3) 

3. Merriment (4) 

4. Spirit-maker (9) 

5. Stateliness (7) 
8. Figure (6) 

11. Innumerable (9) 

13. Nimble (6) 

14. Manage (7) 

16. Ascend (5) 

18. Pour (4) 

20. Append (3) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid last week’s 

above so that solutions > 

every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Shooting stars; 8 Greenfly; 
9 Till; 10 Corset; 12 Ordeal; 14 Ashore; 

16 Keenly; 18 Miss; 20 Temerity; 22 Covered 
market. Down: 1 Cheroots; 2 Lovers; 3 Tiff; 

4 Ugly look; 5 Stated; 6 Oral; 11 Twenties; 

13 Axle-tree; 15 Ousted; 17 Errors; 19 Iron; 

21 Memo. 

QUICK - Across: 7 Conscientious; 8 Assessor; 

9 Omen; 10 Bitter; 12 Nature; 14 Defect; 

16 Enigma; 18 Shut; 20 Friendly; 

22 Uninteresting. Down: 1 Conspire; 2 Assert; 

3 Wits; 4 Entrance; 5 Fit out; 6 Lure; 11 Ratified; 
13 Rambling; 15 Extent; 17 Ignite; 19 Hang; 

21 Idea. 


372549618 

ir 

954168273 
239651 847 

165874329 
748293561 
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Quiz 


1. On which river does Ipswich lie? 

2. With which art form is Pina Bausch 
connected? 

3. Which European capital is divided by the 
Attila line? 

4. In biology, what do two gametes merge to 
form? 

5. What is the biggest British vessel ever lost 
at sea? 

6. To which English king was Hans Holbein 


the Younger court painter? 

7. After which battle is the East Sussex town 
Battle named? 

8. Who played James Bond in The World Is 
Not Enough? 

9. Of what is the morel a type? 

10. Which sea lies between Italy and Greece? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 P.W. Botha; 2 Asthma; 3 Iris; 4 Grouse; 
5 Irene; 6 St. Trinian’s; 7 George Fox; 8 1086; 9 
Unification Church; 10 Aled Jones. 

Niner: MERCHANTS 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


624789 gives a religious person, 

47335 gives a religious person, 

35319 gives a religious text. 
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Best Start in Life 

Keep your pet Happy and healthy 


You do We do 
happy healthy 



Together,; we care. 

Best Start in Life includes: 

• First vaccination course 

• 3 months' worth of flea & worm treatment 

• Plus lots more 


Vets4Pets Halesowen 

123 Stourbridge Road, Halesowen, Dudley, B63 3UA 

Call: 0121 550 9909 

or visit: vets4pets.com/halesowen 


Available at 

Vets4Pets 

Hitting your pet first 


"Promoted by Pets at Home Vet Group Limited, Epsom Avenue, Handforth SK9 3RN. Terms and conditions and exclusions apply. Package valid for 12 months from the date of purchase and only 
available at participating surgeries. Please see www.vets4pets.com/beststartinlife or ask in practice for further details. Terms may be amended at any time. Best Start in Life may only be redeemed at the 
practice it is purchased from and cannot be transferred to another Vets4Pets or Companion Care practice. Offer will expire on Sunday 29th July 2018. Best Start In Life previously priced at £85 between 
26/11/17and 6/05/18. 



SHIRLEY AQUATICS @ BECKETTS FARM 

We're ready for you with everything you need for your pond, aquarium and reptiles 



Our new t r qpfc a 4 marine area 

b ftjty stocked with 1000* of 
feh plus plants, coral s (k Inverts 


Pond Pump*, Filters, Food, 
UV Units, Vacuums in stock 
with expert acMce available 



Over 120 varieties of Niles, 
marginal, floating and 
oxygenating plants In stock 

100‘s of aquariums up to 2 
metres In stock plus ai the 
equipment you need 

Vivariums, Tortoise Tables, 
reptile food, substrates & 
reptiles in our new section 


Becketts Farm, Akeste? Road, Wythali, B47 6AJ 

0121 744 1300 wvw.shr^dqual^ mM 

Mon * Sot !>am - 0pm Sun 10am 4pm X 

x.*s * oh- juncf iQN i o r Ht svi. mL 
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Tune into the eat and areet events 


The Big Feastival is held in 
the Cotswolds 





mr 1 


i f 4^0 



BOOK your tickets, slap on the sunblock 
and get ready to eat. If you love strolling 
around outside, listening to live music while 
tucking into artisan pizzas and scoffing huge 
burgers with sauce that drips down your 
arms, you’ll certainly want to attend a few of 
these food festivals over the coming months. 

LATITUDE, Henharn Park, Suffolk, July 12-15 
(latitudefestival.com) 

Latitude is scrapping fast food vans in favour of 
proper street food, with their Street Feast this year. 

Tuck into pregos (Portuguese steak sandwiches) 
from Growlers, Argentine meats from Up In My Grill 
and beef short ribs from Salt Shed. Be sure to grab a 
seat at a live recording of BBC Radio 4’s The Kitchen 
Cabinet with restaurant critic and MasterChef judge, 
Jay Rayner, too. 

JIMMY’S FESTIVAL, Ipswich, July 21-22 
(jimmysfestival.co.uk) Whether you’re entering the 
festival’s much-hyped sausage eating competition 
or not (go on, you know you want to), you can learn 
butchery with Jimmy Doherty’s head butcher Jonny 
Farrell, and catch cookery demos from vegan YouTube 
aficionados BOSFI! and grill expert, DJ BBQ. 

WILDERNESS, Cornbury Park, Oxfordshire, August 
2-5 (wildernessfestival.com) 

It’s all about banqueting in style at Wilderness 
Festival - especially as Yotam Ottolenghi will be in the 
kitchen. If you can’t nab a much-coveted seat though, 
there’s endless feasting opportunities, whether you’re 
a carnivore (Berber & Q, Patty & Bun) or animal free 
(try a huge Homeslice pizza or Petersham Nurseries’ 
seasonal vegetarian menus). 

PUB IN THE PARK, Tunbridge Wells (July 6-8), 
Knutsford (September 7-9), (pubintheparkuk.com) 


Chef Tom Kerridge’s festival celebrating British pubs 
and British grub is going on tour this year. As well as 
live sets from Will Young and Mel C, you can check 
out ‘gastro pub pop-up’ versions of Tom’s Michelin- 
starred restaurants, and see chefs James Martin, 
Jason Atherton (amongst others) and Atul Kochhar 
showcasing their trade. 

THE BIG FEASTIVAL, The Cotswolds, August 24-26 
(thebigfeastival.com) 

Roll up to Blur bassist Alex James’ farm for Craig 
David, James Arthur and Basement Jaxx, as well as 


a serious rosta of chef talent. Raymond Blanc, Marco 
Pierre White, Mark Hix and Gizzi Erskine will all be 
sharing their knowledge; there’s hands-on kitchen fun 
for the kids, and (of course) a cheese bar - Alex is 
obsessed with his cheese. 

The festival is perfect for families with plenty of kid- 
friendly entertainment and activities such as Peppa 
Pig and her brother George, and CBeebies stars Justin 
Fletcher and Andy Day. 


Not yet got to grips with pickling? You’ll want to catch 
the fermentation masterclass at this year’s River Cottage 
Festival, if you can manage to drag yourself away from 
the fire pit, where goat meat pioneer James Whetlor will 
be hosting cook outs. 

ABERGAVENNY FOOD FESTIVAL, Wales, September 
15-16 (abergavennyfoodfestival.com) 

Whip your tastebuds into shape with Abergavenny’s 
expert tasting sessions, take a foraging tour (then use 
what you’ve collected) and spot chefs including Anna 
Jones, and Stephen Harris from the Sportsman. 


RIVER COTTAGE FESTIVAL, Axminster, August 25-26 
(rivercottage.net) 




Liverpool Historic Durham 

Cilia & the Beatles Beamish & Captain Cook’s Whitby 


Departing Monday 6 Aug 

From Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


Departing Thursday 9 Aug 

From Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 4 nights DBB at the Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool 
(all meals buffet style) 

✓ Guided city tour of Liverpool 

✓ Ferry trip on the River Mersey 

✓ Excursion to Southport 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 4 nights DBB at the Jury’s Inn, Middlesbrough 

✓ Excursions to Durham, Beamish Living Museum 
& Whitby 


5 Days 

By Coach 


now only 

£ 275 


5 Days 

By Coach 


now only 

£ 275 


Coach package holidays are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions which are based on the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. Tours offered subject to 
availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


or to book, please call: 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 


!■ ictn aK Alldl5\/C /■%/■% /DT 033 numbers are free within inclusive 

Of Visit online at: J LIO Ly v/l I v/l I vlciy O. LUI I 1/ lx I minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


HALF PRICE 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 



To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 




































PROPERTY 



Open day will be held at extremely 
stylish brand new detached bungalow 


An open day on a brand new 
bungalow in Lower Gornal is 
taking place this Saturday from 
11am to 3pm. 

People are invited to just simply 
turn up to the event at 21a Vale 
Street, Upper Gornal, Dudley. 

The property is being marketed 
by Skitts estate agents, having an 
asking price of £185,000. 

This new build detached bungalow 
is extremely stylish throughout 
ready and waiting to move into. 


UPPER GORNAL 
£185,000 


This impressive modern residence 
has been built to a particularly high 
standard and forms part of a three- 
stage development, with two further 
dwellings to soon be completed. 

Interior viewings are highly 
recommended to fully appreciate 
this outstanding bungalow. 


With gas central heating and 
double glazing, it has an entrance 
hall, a living room with patio doors 
leading out, stylish kitchen area 
off fully fitted with integrated 
appliances, a fashionable shower 
room with good size shower cubicle, 
off road parking with potential 
garage space and a pleasant rear 
garden with decking area and lawn 
area. 

Contact Skitts estate agents on 
01902 686868. 


a 



Lovely six-bedroomed detached in a 
popular spot is new to the property market 


Being substantial and improved, 
this six-bedroomed detached 
residence in Cot Lane, 
Kingswinford, is new to the 
property market. 

In a sought-after residential 
location, it is for sale through 
Andrew Cole Estate Agents at 
£595,000. 

It lies in a corner position and has 
an imposing frontage and benefits 
from having a large block paved 
driveway. 


KINGSWINFORD 

£595,000 


This fine home has a versatile 
layout over three floors and is 
ideal for a large family or cross 
generational living. 

It is further enhanced by a 
detached purpose-built annexe at 
the rear. 

The rear garden is a courtyard 


style for easy outdoor entertaining 
with a beautiful garden room. 

The high standard of the internal 
fixtures throughout includes a high 
specification dining kitchen, a fitted 
cloakroom/WC, two en-suite’s and 
house bathroom. 

There is an excellent lounge, play 
room and study. A full and early 
inspection is recommended. 

Contact Andrew Cole Estate 
Agents on 01384 288188. 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 




Wyton Avenue,0LDBURY£1 ,000 pcm+Fees 

An extended 3/4 bedroom detached property, being located in a quiet cul-de- 
sac location. The property has been adapted and may suit a wheelchair user. 
" is centrally heated, double glazed, enclosed rear garden, double garage 
and has accommodation to comprise a reception hall, through lounge 
diner, fitted kitchen, ground floor bedroom/reception room with en-suite 
wet room, 3 bedrooms, master with en-suite and fitted wardrobes. EPC: TBC 


Ormande Close, HALESOWENE850 pcm+Fees 

A superb and well presented 4 bedroom detached home on this 
popular estate in a very quiet cul-de-sac having gas radiator 
heating and double glazing. Featuring a delightful lounge, separate 
dining room, fitted kitchen with appliances, utility/store room, 4 
good size bedrooms with master en-suite, attractive house 
bathroom, drive & oarage, pleasant private rear garden. EPC: TBC 


3-' 

u:\wm 




Hilston Avenue, HALESOWENE750 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 3 bedroom terraced home. Situated in a quiet cul de sac, 
close to local amenities and schools. Featuring a welcoming hallway, good 
size lounge, dining room, fully fitted kitchen, with 3 good size bedrooms 
and family bathroom with a separate shower cubical. The property further 
benefits from having gas central heating, double glazing, off road parking 
and, rear garden with far reaching views. VIEWING RECOMMENDED. EPC: C 



Clement Road, HALESOWEN/BLACKHEATH£680 pcm+Fees 
Completely renovated larger than average three bedroom 
mid terrace property in a most convenient location close 
to Blackheath Town Centre and all amenities. Featuring 2 
reception rooms, large fitted kitchen, downstairs bathroom 
with shower, 3 bedrooms private rear garden, on road 
parkino^PC: " 


Wroxley House, HALES0WENE625 pcm+Fees 

Luxury living in Hayley Green is this superb luxury 1st floor 
apartment offering spacious accommodation including open 
plan lounge/kitchen with appliances, dining area, 2 double 
bedrooms, master with en-suite, a further well appointed 
bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double glazing 
. EPC: B 



Wroxley House, HALES0WENE625 pcm+Fees 

Luxury living in Flayley Green. A superb luxury ground floor 
apartment offering spacious accommodation including 
open plan lounge/kitchen and diner with balcony, 2 double 
bedrooms, master with en-suite, a further well appointed 
bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double glazing 
and allocatec^rarkinc^EPCjJB^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Richmond Street, HALES0WENE625 pcm+Fees 

A modern style mid terraced in central Halesowen close to all 
amenities and bus links to Birmingham City Centre. The property 
comprises fitted kitchen, lounge with fireplace/gas fire, patio doors 
leading to a small maintenance free garden, 2 double bedrooms 
and family bathroom with shower. The property has a driveway & 
also benefiMmrmiev|Mjvindow^n^ai^ai1<in^PC^^^^ 


Brett Young Close, HALESOWENE600 pcm+Fees 

An impressive 1st floor apartment within walking distance 
to Halesowen Town Centre. This modern apartment features 
2 double bedrooms, master bedroom with en-suite shower 
room, spacious open plan lounge /kitchen, family bathroom, 
allocating parking. Also benefits from gas central heating and 
double alazrnc^VjlNIMUM^^^lO^^O^mA^^PC^^ 



Brett Young Close, HALES0WEIME595 pcm+Fees 

An impressive 1st floor apartment within walking distance 
to Halesowen Town Centre briefly comprising of: 2 double 
bedrooms, spacious lounge, modern kitchen with appliances, 
modern bathmonmvm^showei^aMocatin^^ajj<inc^^PC^^ M 





Bloomfield Street North, HALES0WENE595 pcm+Fee 
A superbly well presented fully refurbished 2 bedroom 
terraced property in this very well sought after area having 
lounge, stunning fitted kitchen with a small fridge and 
small freezer, downstairs bathroom with shower, 2 double 
bedrooms, gas central heating. Must be viewed to appreciate. 
NO GARDEN. EPC: C 


Cakemore Road, ROWLEY REGISE595 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 2 bedroom family home in this very popular location 
close to Rowley Regis train station & easy access to the M5. The 
accommodation comprises of 2 reception rooms both with fireplaces, 
fitted kitchen with oven/hob, downstairs bathroom with shower, 2 
double bedrooms The property further benefits from central heating, 
double qlazinq, courtyard oarden & off road Darkina to rear. EPC: D 


Aqua Court, ROWLEY REGISE595 pcm+Fees 

Beautifully presented and not to be missed. A ground floor 
apartment, a stones throw away from Blackheath Town 
Centre and featuring 2 double bedrooms, master bedroom 
with en-suite, open plan lounge/kitchen, house bathroom with 
shower, gas central heating, double glazing, allocated parking 
space, viewina hiahlv recommended. EPC: B 



The Heathlands, ROWLEY REGIS/BLACKHEATHE595 pcm+Fees 
Modern 2 bedroom mid terrace property close to Blackheath 
Town Centre and not far from Rowley Regis Train Station. 
Featuring a spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, upstairs 
bathroom, a very large master bedroom and a single 
bedroom, small rear garden, gas central heating and double 
glazing. drivewa^jrarkin^^PC^C^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Harvington Road, HALES0WENE575 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished 1 st floor apartment close to Halesowen Town 
Centre. Set in a quiet block with communal gardens and 
parking for 1 car. Featuring 2 double bedrooms, large lounge 
with a bay window, bathroom with shower, kitchen with a 
small undejjjountei^fridcii^EPC^C^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Coxs Lane, CRADLEY HEATH/OLD HILLE550 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished large end terraced house ideally located 
for Cradley Heath shops, bus and train links. Featuring 
2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen, utility room, upstairs 
bathroom with shower, upstairs are 2 good size bedrooms, 
flascentr^jgatin^^ajJovjMTiaintenanc^arter^PC^^^ 








Hammersley Close, HALESOWENE550 pcm+FeesI 
Located in the very quiet cul-de-sac, close to local buses tol 
Halesowen,Cradley Heath and Merry Hill, also close to Cradley! 
Heath Train Station, is this unfurnished mid terrace house.l 
comprising of: gas central heating, fitted kitchen, living room,! 
2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, rear garden, driveway! 


Stour Court, HALESOWEN £550 pcm+Fees 

Situated in a highly sought after location, and an opportunity 
not to be missed, is this stunning 1st floor apartment 
featuring a light and spacious lounge, beautifully fitted 
kitchen, 2 large bedrooms, gas central heating, double glazed, 
allocatechrarkinc^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 




Wordsley Court, WORDSLEYE525 pcm+Fees 

1st floor fully refurbished large apartment within walking 
distance of Wordsley Green & King George V park. Featuring 
lovely lounge, 2 generous size double bedrooms, fitted 
kitchen (no appliances), shower room, secure parking to rear 
oLemfiert^PC^ 





~k 


Southgate Way, DUDLEY £499 pcm+Fees 

A stunning and spacious well presented furnished to suit 
1st floor apartment featuring 2 bedrooms, electric storage 
heating, double glazing, open plan living room with fitted 
kitchen, house bathroom with shower, allocated parking 
space. Vjewin^iighl^commende^PC^^^^^ M 



Stourbridge Road, HALESOWENE475 pcm+Fees 
A lovely ground floor flat that has been fully re-furbished to 
a very high standard. Within walking distance of Halesowen 
Town Centre. Featuring large living room, kitchen with oven/ 
hob, 1 double bedroom, beautiful shower room, gas central 
heating, doubl^lazin^rnma^arkin^PC^^^ M 



Upper High Street, CRADLEY HEATH/OLD HILLE395 pcm+Fees 
Modern ground floor flat close to Cradley Heath train station 
& all bus routes. Featuring an open plan lounge/fitted kitchen 
with appliances, hallway to 1 double bedroom, bathroom 
suite with shower, electric central heating, communal garden 
to rear of property, on road parking. Only 1 months security 
deposit «1 months rent in advance^P&C^^^^^ 
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The design has been perked up with more colour options 


mM Ford's EcoSport gets update 
with plenty to appreciate 


TWall 

Vauxhall 


Star Buys 

eq VAUXHALLS 


SAVE 

_ " _ ONE OFF PE 


UP 

TO 


o 


O o 


o^EAtsmWwHENTHEY-REOOHE.TH^EOONE 


Corsa Special Edition 1.4 (75) Energy 3d r 


Representative Finance Example* 



On the Road Price 

£12,095.00 

Duration of Agreement 

48months 

47 Monthly Payments of 

£139.28 

Optional Final Payment 

£4,014.00 

Customer Deposit 

£139.00 

Total Amount Payable 

£13,615.16 

Finance Deposit Allowance 

£2,916.00 

Annual Mileage 

5,000 p.a. 

Amount of Credit 

£9,040.00 

Fixed Rate of Interest 

5.75% 

Interest Charges 

£1,520.16 

Representative APR* 

5.9% 


Corsa Energy 1.4 75PS3dr(nonA/o 

Choice of colours FROM 

pmcE £14340 SAVE £3945 

Corsa Energy 1.4 90PS 5dr Choice of colours^ 
PRICE £15185 SAVE £3686 


Crossland X SE 1.2 81PS 5dr 

Choice of colours 


Astra SRi1.4i100PS5dr 

Choice of colours FROM C 1 E 1 QQ 

RRP £20270 SAVE £5701 t 1 **Zrz/ 


Crossland X Elite 1.6 99PS Turbo D Blue 
price £20220 SAVE £3971 10NLY £16249 




Adam Energised 1.2 3dr 

Choice of colours FROM 


Grandland X SE 1.2130PS 5dr 

Choice of colours NOW emm 


£22485 SAVE £3286 



Vauxhall Insignia 

SRi VX-Line Nav 1.6 Turbo D136PS 

Sovereign Silver 

SEe £25490 

SAVE £4141 10NLY i 


EEZIEr 

Mokka X 1.4T Active FWD 5dr 

Choice of colours NOW C!l 

RRP £22035 SAVE £5786 ipfcjty 

Mokka X Design Nav 1.6115PS 5 Blue 
RRP £19095 SAVE £2900 1 0NLY £16195 

Mokka X Design Nav 1.6115PS 5dr Blue 
RRP £19770 SAVE £2775 1 0NLY £16995 


GREAT FINANCE OFFERS AVAILABLE 
0NTHESE CARS - CALL FOR DETAILS 

*Finance subject to status, terms and conditions 


YOUR LOCAL BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALER 

TWall Garages 

High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford DY6 8XB 

01384 288333 www.twall.co.uk 

_i 

7$ 

/ VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) -74.3 (3.8), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) -91.1 (3.1), Combined: 18.0 (157) -85.6 (3.3). CO 2 emissions: 373 -88g/km. 
Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. 
Offers subject to availability. These offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. *Finance provided by GMAC UK pic, P.0. Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Finance applicants must be 18 or over. Finance subject to status and terms and conditions. Deposit shown for 
illustrative purposes only: with lower deposits monthly payments will be higher. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Pay final payment & keep the car (ii) Return the car or (iii) Trade in against a new vehicle. Further charges may be made subject to the condition and mileage of the 
vehicle. All offers subject to stock availability, terms and conditions. Images used for illustration purposes only. Information correct at time of publication E&OE. 


By Carmel Stewart 


Ford’s EcoSport compact sports utility vehicle 
didn’t get the rave reviews hoped for when it was 
first launched in 2014. Critics didn’t like the interior 
materials, the design, the ride, the handling. In fact, 
bar the engines, there was very little they did like. 

Roll up the extensively revamped mid-life version 
with an even more comprehensive engine line-up plus 
improved ride, handling and looks which have just 
about manged to hold on to the distinctive features, 
saving it from being subsumed by the one-look-fits-all- 
SUV school of design. There is also the addition of 4WD 
version which should boost its appeal. 

The engine line-up still includes Ford’s excellent multi¬ 
award winning I.Olitre EcoBoost engine strutting its 
amazing stuff across the Ford range. With 125ps at its 
disposal it’ll travel from a standing start to 62mph in 12.7 
seconds and on to a top speed of 111 mph. Clearly not a 
world beater but more than enough for a practical family 
vehicle and, with an average 54.3mpg, it’s not too hard 
on the wallet. A lOOps and 140ps unit are also available. 

Ford’s I.Slitre lOOps diesel engine combined with 
front-wheel drive is on the option list along with an all- 
new, six-speed manual gearbox. Joining the list is an 
all-new I.Slitre 125ps diesel EcoBlue engine which now 
adds Intelligent All Wheel Drive technology to the mix so 
no complaints there. 

The design has been perked up with more colour 
options, a redesigned front end, new headlight and fog 



There’s a redsigned front end 

light housings, LED daytime running lights, a new-look 
rear bumper and rear taillight design. There are also 12 
exterior colours to choose from. 

Thankfully, the designers have not relinquished the 
quirky side-hinged rear door - albeit opening the wrong 
way for a right-hand-drive vehicle. Many do not like it 
but, to me, it adds character which can be enhanced 
by selecting the new ST-Line trim and going for a 
contrasting roof colour. 

Inside, the EcoSport is a comfortable place to be 
with soft touch surfaces, plenty of storage spaces, 
ergonomically designed seats, a high driving position, 
a user-friendly eight-inch touch screen and mercifully 
uncomplicated dash. Ford has added seven choices of 
ambient lighting so ‘occupants can match the ambience 
to their mood’. Not sure how that will pan out on the Ml 
on a Friday evening, but nice try. 

One slightly old-fashioned feature to smooth the 
furrowed brow - at least of anyone over 50 - is the 
inclusion of a CD player - a delight to those for whom 
streaming is a technological mystery. The height 
adjustable boot space is 334 litres, more than enough 
for a family shop or carefully selected holiday luggage. 

The addition of an ST-Line trim, which includes SYNC 
3, adding all the essential Apple CarPlay and Android 
Auto connectivity gizmos, cruise control with adjustable 
speed limiter and a rear-view camera to save the unwary 
from those sneaky low walls and strategically placed 
boulders, is another plus for the new EcoSport. 

Visual exterior ST-Line cues include unique bumpers, 
side skirts, black roof rails, 17-inch alloys, ST-Line 
badging, contrasting roof and colour co-ordinated door 
mirror housings. Inside, there is a leather-trimmed 
flat-bottomed steering wheel plus partial leather seats 
featuring red stitching, ST-Line branded scuff plates and 
stainless-steel sports pedals. 

Prices start at £17,295 for the Zetec trim; £19,295 for 
the Titanium trim; and £20,095 for the ST-Line trim. 

On the road, the revised EcoSport is comfortable 
and composed thanks to the optimised suspension 
and adjusted steering parameters. The ST-Line adds 
sports suspension which firms up the ride but not 
uncomfortably so. Ford’s incredible I.Olitre EcoBoost 
engine eagerly responds to all demands made on it, 
well-matched as it is to the six-speed manual gearbox. 
An automatic transmission is also available. 

So, all in all, nothing to complain about and plenty to 
enjoy. 


















































F metro alarms am» 

! SECURITY v ! 


CCTV SYSTEMS 

accessed via phones and tablets 


NEW PROFESSIONAL WIRELESS SYSTEM 

No Mess! Simple to use Remote Controlled 
• Burgler Alarm Repairs 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 Years Experience • Video Entry Systems 

• Alarms Serviced Firom £30 

□ Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(Any Time) 

www.metro-alarms.co.ul 


Double Glazing 




Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 



DAVID ADAMS! 


ARPENT 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 
flooring, UPVC windows & doors 


30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 4228594 
07985 548466 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC I ] pZT] 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 ( + 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 
email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
5 Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 



Misled Sealed Units? 


Hi lark ICmmtrii (Sla^imj 


Contact US ton a FREE quote! 

IVI ei n u f a c t lj r e r s 
& Installers of 
windows, doors Sc 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

lO YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

^ -ctAC+rdlo-ctAd. D A 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com Wk. 

IFCMWM 




iMilrg Hindu 

Repairs or Replacement Windows, Doors 
& Conservatories, Misted Units, 
UPVC Locksmith 

Great Prices, Free Quotes 
Call Mark: 07885 917277 
www.lutleywindows.co.uk 


Driveway & Patio Cleaning 


Driveway/Patio 

Cleaning 


SURFACE CLEANING SPECIAI 


All hard surfaces cleaned including 

• Tarmac • Block Paving 

• Brick/Stone work • upv^^g^jg 

• Slabs/Decking/Fencing 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

Contact Edward @ Clean Giant 
pressurecleangiant@gmail.com 
Tel: 07849 549104 


Driveways 



DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Bluck Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Checks 


Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



3 ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD j 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 
Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 
• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 
Power Washing • 5 year guarantee FREE estimate *15 years experience 
• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web: www.acepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email: acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, * ** y Ap 
Halesowen B63 2QB 1 




Gardening 


JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free Quotation Online 
No obligation 

0800 077 6981 
07944 883248 

www.jdcdriveways.co.uk 


m 


QME© 


ALL DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 


25 years’ experience 
ELECSA Registered 

For reliable, local service, call BRIAN 


1 4 


98M201I 


Electricians 


1 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs / 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 



A 

I ROWAN 

TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

1 Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, 

N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) “■ p~; a 
All staff C.R.B. Certified fcdE® 


FREE QUOTES 

& SPECIAL 
RATES FOR 
OAP’S 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality j 

local service call: * 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 SSL 


OUR PRODUCTS 

FENCING SHED BASES FRESH CLEANING GARDEN MAINTENANCE LAWN CUTTING 
SHED RE-FELTS FENCE PAINTING TREE TOPPING HEDGE CUTTING 


07566 231 168 MOBILE 0121 602 0157 HOME 




mmsmsmms 



Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


Fencing ft Gates 



All Carden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over 15 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■ Call Steve on| 

01384 242891 Of 97979 30Q586 


www.ragardenservices.net 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 


1 Garden tidy up's 

1 Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 

■ No job too big or small 

■ Special rates for OAP's 
> Gutters Cleaned 

■ Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creosoted 

■ Patios and Drives Jetwashed 

■ Lawns cut fortnightly or one offs’ 

■ Over grown gardens cleared 


Please call: 07979 980951 




Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over • Sectional 
Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 



CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Call us on: 

01902 319573 


Post to: Advertisement Department, Halesowen Chronicle, 
Black Country House, Rounds Green Road, Olbury B69 2DG 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, June 7, 2018 









































































































Halesowen Chronicle 


Loft Ladders 


The LoFt Ladder IDan f 

Loft Ladders f 11A 


fitted from inclusive 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting j^g Q Ur 

Call Luke on brand new 

07779 118807 or facebook 
01384 833025 

Iukejs248@gmail.com 


any like 
for like 
quote 


k m) 

‘ < WnwirTl 

•man 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 



Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


MOT 


with this advert 


Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 ou 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 




FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 

0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Est:over 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 


@1 


Plumbing 


U S E H O L D—^ 

M B I ISI G 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs 
c Supply and fit or fit only 1994 



TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 

V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Plumbing & Heating 


BiSb. GLtotjftrig] <& IrTTTTTTf^fhig] 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 

NATURAL & LPG GAS . 

Free Quotation / 

07961 140885 ^ 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Property Maintenance 


** rasnins 

@ 03 ® 





ALL ASPECTS OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
•BRICKWORK -BLOCK PAVING CLEANING 
•GUTTERING -FELT ROOFING -POINTING UP 
•EXTERIOR PAINTING DECORATING 
•ELECTRICALWORK -LANDSCAPING 
•NO JOB TOO SMALL 

©020 



KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 



Roofing 


ROOFING SERVICES 



• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


ELIiTE i RL*ASt1cS 


•Fascias *Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
' With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eli-beplasticsupvc.co. uk 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



JP PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING 
UNDERTAKEN 

Flat Roofing 
Fibreglass Roofing 
Painting • Slate Roofing 
Flashing • Fascias 
Soffits • Guttering 
Re-Pointing • Re-Roofing 

Tel: 01384465850 
Mob: 07502898112 

Email: 

jppropertymaintenance@yahoo.com 


rubbish I Floor and Wall Tiling 


REMOVED 

WE LOAD FOR YOU 


GARDEN, HOUSE, 
FACTORY, SHOP AND 
LAND CLEARANCES 

From single items 
to large loads 

CHEAPER 
THAN A SKIP 

Immediate onsite quotation 
Telephone 7 days a week 
8.00am-9.00pm 


Tel: 01384 469681 

Always a friendly service 
Business Waste Licence 
CB/TP3394LH 


Skip Hire 


.ewDeck 


Mon - Fri 8.30am-5pm Sat 9am-1pm 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & TRADE 





Maintenance Free, Strong & Lasting 
Various Colours & Ranges Available 

Tel: 01384 686702 • Mob: 07967 588161 

Unit 5, Saltbrook Trading Estate, Saltbrook Road, 
Halesowen, B63 2QU 

www.lewdeck.co.uk 

_ Find us on Facebook!! _ 


Ceramic, Porcelain and Natural Stone 
Walls • Floors • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Conservatories 
All work undertaken • Call Tony for a free quote 


0121 422 4116/07961 604632 


Tree Surgeon 


MS MM & SMB HUE 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


Timber Supplies 



TREE 

SURGEONS 

11 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF TREE 
MAINTENANCE & TREE 
FELLING, STUMP REMOVAL, 
HEDGE TRIMMING 


CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 
0121 553 1075 


0 , 

lAyTlI 


info@terrafirma-arb.co.uk 

www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 


Specialists in 
mstery, R 


Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

® Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
or 0121 5612344 evenings after 6 pmj 



Call us on: 

01902 319573 


Post to: Advertisement Department, Halesowen Chronicle, 
Black Country House, Rounds Green Road, Olbury B69 2DG 























































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 

Lost & Found 


LOST— Cat, Wrekin Drive, Brad- 
more, mostly white with tabby 
patches. 9 months old, Chipped, 
no collar. Call 07401 017117. 


LOST — near Horden Road, Whit¬ 
more Reans, Lottie, small tabby 
and very timid Cat, chipped. 
01902 340493. 




- gmmm 


Stourbridge’s longest established 
Family Run Mobility Store 

Brettell Lane, Amblecote, 
Stourbridge DY8 4BS. Open Mon-Sat.| 


01384 378252 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



L Leisure 
Time 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


★ All Caravans Wanted J 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
J *CASH * WAITING* $ 

★ Immediate collection ★ 
J Call Bill on 07825 325 913 1 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★it 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433. 


* TTHTl 

ABI STATIC CARAVAN 

Sleeps 6. 

2-bed. 2 bathrooms. 

DG. 

CH. 

Excellent condition. 

Sited on 5* Park, 

3 miles from Bromyard. 
Two fishing pools. 

Dog friendly. 
£15,000. 

0121 550 2406. 


ECCLES JADE ELITE 
Two Berth Caravan 

All amenities. 

Ideal for new caravaners 

£1,500. 

01384 423758 or 
07828 524802. 


SWIFT CORNICHE 

Two berth, with Motormover, 
full awning, all accessories, 
good condition, solar panel. 
Bereavement causes sale. 
Ready to go. 

£2,150 ono. 

Telephone 01922 638667. 




COMPASS VENTURE 
544 

2010.4-berth. 

Fixed bed. Sunroof. 

All mod cons. 
Awning plus winter cover. 
Many extras. 
Excellent condition. 
£6,900. 

01299 253263. 



ISABELLA CAPRI LUX 
CARAVAN AWNING 

Size 1055, very good condition. 
Professionally extended from 
975 to 1055. Carbon ex frame, 
full awning, green, curtains, 
skirt, wheel cover, pegs. 
£475. 

VANGO BRAEMAR 280 

Inflatable awning, very good 
condition. 

£325. 

Collect only, Bridgnorth. 
01746 761161. 


Holiday Home for sale -2017 
Willerby Wrekin 

BRAND NEW Limited edition, enhanced 
features £28,995 on a stunning 5 star park 
in The Welsh Marches set above the River 
Severn with private fishing & stunning 
Bowling Pavilion Nr. Shrewsbury. 

Will appeal to retired people & couples. 
Call Ron or Margaret 
01743 885080 
www.sevenoakspark.co.uk 



STATIC CARAVAN 


FOR SALE 

Pemberton Elite 
32ft x 12ft, 6 berth. 

Two bedrooms, double glazed, 
site fees paid till 2019, gas 
checked, own fishing pools, 
very good condition inside 
and out, 15 miles outside 
Welshpool. 

£9,500. 

07902 853567. 


1^1^J 


TALBOT AUTO SLEEPER 
1992 


Rebuilt engine. 

New clutch and new starter 
motor. 

Outside awning on side. 
Bike rack. 

12 months MoT. 

Good condition for year. 

£5,000 ono. 

07745 026309. 


VW TRANSPORTER T25 
POP TOP CAMPER 

Devon Conversion, B reg, 
1985, good original condition, 
10 months MoT, 5 new tyres 
and battery, low miles. 

£8,500 ono. 

07733 777999. 



BURNHAM-ON-SEA 


Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 


01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 




BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 
Sunday, 10th June 
Next Sale: June 24th 
KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, DY7 6ER 
10.30am - 4pm 
Tel: 01384 894464 



[ 


Massage 



i 


Mobile deep tissue 
aromatherapy massage 
treatment by 
qualified therapist 


By appointment 07437 569187 



FreeAds 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 

Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

SET OF FOUR Lawn bowls. Drakes 
Pride, Size 1 heavy, hardly used, as 
new, still boxed. Was £140 sell £90. 
01384 273877. 

TABLE TENNIS robot practice 
partner, excellent condition, cost 
£700 sell £250. 01902 457389. 


TABLE TENNIS TABLE full size 
some wear and tear. £50. 



Antique Fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B63 3AT 

FRIDAY 8 JUNE 

8:30 AM - 3 PM 

★ 07783 680 627 ★ 


Markets 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 16th May 

07957 399964bi | 

"N 


3 


Home & 
Services 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


DARK WOOD OVAL Table 4 chairs, 
£50 ono, matching glazed dresser 
& corner cabinet £75 both, excel¬ 
lent, will seperate. 01902 895637 


YORKSHIRE DALES 

Meadow Holidays 

Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 

“ Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside by waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 


Brochure (24hrsj 01969 624145 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 


THREE SEATER SETTEE 

Vale Bridaecraft, Chartwell 
Range, Senea Medallion. 

14 months old. Cost £2450 
(£1850 after discount). 

£800 

0121 501 1404. 



BEKO FRIDGE good working condi¬ 
tion. 

£30 ono. 

07486 447773. 


LARGE AMERICAN style, two door 
fridge freezer. 

£250 ono. 

07486 447773. 



C B SHEDS 
& FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 
Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Advertisements(Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 
HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 




A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES 

Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 

Spot on, Tri-ang, Danbury Mint 
and Mamod Engines. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 

OLD POCKET and wrist watches 

wanted, all conditions, also 
menders clearances, parts, etc. 
01746 765278. 07773 345218. 
READERS ARE ADVISED to 
carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any Spectrum 128k+ 2 computer 
wanted also any old Crash or your 
Sinclair Magazines. 01902 892918. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


specialists at 
your service 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 


Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 


Call: 0121 601 9791 

Aerials 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 

Building Services 

V 

DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

All Building & Roofing Work 
Driveways, Landscaping 

Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed 

Free Quotes: 07837 994465 
01902 579 592 

■\ 

Fencing 

V_ 

_ v PORTWfly 
FENCING 

SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £795 

Heavy duty panels supplied & filled. 

0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm ^.1 JUT'J 

Sat 8am - 12noon (®tmtrrTSrSl 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 

\ 

Gardening Services 

V_ 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 

\ 

House Clearances 

v_ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

Gas Fitting 

V_ 

READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

n 

Landscaping 

V 

J D's Landscaping and Building 

Bricklaying and all paving work 
Fencing and gates 
Conservatory and porch bases 

FREE QUOTES 

Call John 01384 326405 or 
07719 807564 

N 

Plastering 

V 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

\ 

Removals 

V_ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

13 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

■\ 

Roofing 

v 

MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 

\ 

Rubbish Removal 

v_ 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 

t.v. / home 
entertainment 

L 


Service 

V_ 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 




4 

Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 


Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


KIND HOMES WANTED 
JACKO, five year old hand¬ 
some black and white Border 
Collie. 

CHIHUAHUA, little boy, five 
months old, light cream. 
MADDIE, mature Collie Cross 
Spaniel. 

BRACKEN, black and white 
Border Collie, 8 years old. 
FRED, handsome black and 
white Border Collie. 
JESSIE, 6 year old Bichon 
cross Jack Russell girl. 
Special home wanted for 
young, very timid Border Collie 
girl, approx 2 years old. 

For more information on any 
of these dogs call 
01588 676106. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


CODSALL Small 3-bed cottage/ 
chalet to rent, £145pw inclusive. 
Suit single person male or female or 
couple. 07795 064413. 
WILLENHALL, luxury room, fur¬ 
nished, working person, £50p/w. 
Telephone 07401 089298. 


teauad 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



250 verified 
customer 
m reviews « 


Contact us today for a free, no-obligation offer 


Properties Wanted 


HOMEBUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Valuation? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any Looa+ion? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FKBB, GUARANTEED, instant o££er today! 


Call 0121 663 

******* or text "Cash" to 66777 

1 *' 11 “ yeshomebuyers.c-om 


WANT TO SELL YOUR 


HOUSE FAST? 


WE BUY 


Rated 

4.9/5.0 


0800 298 :■ 40 


www.webuytoday.co.uk 


OL 


Express & Star 


ELECTRICIANS! 


CLAIM 

YOUR 

FREE 

ADVERT 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

We also buy Commercial Property 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 
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°ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Properties Wanted 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 ye 


FOR YOUR PROPERTY 

• Reposessions stopped • Legal fees paid 

• Houses bought in any condition • Probate Estates Welcome 

CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS’ ' Mortgages 1 Loans Cleared 

08001216007 hSSers 


r www.oakwood-homebuyers.comj 


Jobs 


ABK 

s E C U RITY 
SERVICES 

UUe provide Training in: 

• First Aid/Health & Safety • Safe Moving & Handling • Security ISIA) 

Call 01299 879 015 

Email enquiries@abktraining.co.uk | 


BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 September & 3-4 December Accredited 

STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 25-26 July & 17-18 November 



Learn how to take blood . 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

• TWO DAY COURSE - Nationally Recognised 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification 

• No previous experience required 

ssii. www.geopace .com 


High demand in: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD - Research 


Full Time General 


Inshore 

Support 


WE ARE NOW 
RECRUITING! 


& SUPPORT WORKERS £8.00ph 
If SENIOR SUPPORT WORKERS £9.00ph 

FULL TINE & PART TINE 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

Apply today: 

www.inshoresupportltd.co.uk 

or call our office on 01384 421460 

for an application pack 


PRODUCTION ADMINISTRATION 
ASSISTANT required - 8am-4pm 
Monday to Friday. Knowledge of 
Microsoft Office essential. Based in 
Halesowen.Send CV to 

bespoke@hopeenddesign.co.uk 


BUILDERS LABOURER requires 
work, can plaster, own transport. 
07415 653181. 

EXPERIENCED BRICK LAYER 

requires employment, any type of 
brick work. 07534 767256 / 07341 
021774. 


QUALIFIED TOOLMAKER 

City and Guilds. 
Requires work. 

Will consider self employed, 
own transport, days or shirts. 

07415 653181. 




Motoring 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica- 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

*A dvert is e any item FREE up to the value of £250 
go to: www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

Free Ads 


IMMACULATE 


AUDI A4 CONVERTIBLE 

Blue, blue hood, 
tan leather interior, 

New cam belt and water pump 
fitted. 

MoT'd, low mileage. 

£1,795 or sensible offers. 
07948146611. 



BMW Z4 

2006, 54,000 miles, silver, 2.0 
litre petrol, air con, fsh, MoT, 
central locking, cruise control, 
alloys, stereo, CD, leather 
interior. Very good condition. 
£5,500 ono. 

07407 733119. 



CITROEN C3 PICASSO 
1.6HDi 

63 reg, new MoT, new 
service/tyres, 74,000 miles. 

£3,500 ono. 

Telephone 01902 682321 or 
07778 089001. 



FIAT 500 

2011,55,600 miles, 
green metallic, EW, stop/start, 
AC, Bluetooth, usb, glass roof, 
CD player, CL, MOT, 1 previous 
owner, alloys, tinted rear 
windows, spare wheel, tool kit, 
FSH. 

£4,200 ono. 

07918 621300 (no text) 


IDFAl 

FIRST CAR 


FIAT PANDA 

2010, 53,000 miles, two former 
keepers, service history, 
MoT December 2018. 

£1,650 

07923132859. 



LEXUS LS400 


1992, grey. Beautiful condition 
with the usual Lexus refine¬ 
ments. Drives as a Lexus 
should and has an MoT until Oct 
2018. 

£1,950. 

07853 456878. 


MERCEDES C2 20CDi 
COUPE 

2003. 36,000 miles 
(Low mileage). 

Silver metallic. 

FSH. 

One owner from new. 

MoT. 

Excellent condition inside and 
out. 

Private Reg. 

£2,650. 

01902 766797/07817 
507294. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MERCEDES E2 20 AVANTE 
GARDE 

2004, 54 plate. 

71,600 miles 
(Low Mileage) 

FSH. MoT'd December. 
Silver metallic. 

Superb condition in and out. 
£3,500. 

01902 766797/07817 
507294. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MINI COOPER AUTOMATIC 

07 reg. 1600CC. 

FSH. Mot Jan 2019. 

Very clean. 

69,000 miles. 

Silver and black. 

Very clean body work. 
£3,450. 

0781 4447682. 


MUST BE SEEN 


PEUGEOT 2071.4 ENVY 

3 door hatchback. 
Metallic Blue. 
35,000 miles. 

Taxed and MoT'd. 
Recent Service. 

FSH. 

£3,250. 

07802 514701. 


AUTOMATIC 


SKODA FABIA 3 

Silver, 59 Reg., only 50,000 
miles, automatic, fsh, factory 
fitted extras, one lady owner, 
MoT to November. 

£3,250. 

01746 718931 
or 

07510 889233. 



VAUXHALL CORSA SXI 


2007, 47,700 Miles, 1364cc 
abs, electric windows, electric 
mirrors, MoT, central locking, 
pas, Alloys, very good 
condition. 

£1,699 ono 
07879 403302. 



VAUXHALL CORSA 
DESIGN 

2007, 64,500 Miles, gray, abs, 
electric windows, central 
locking, pas, long mot,half 
leather seats alloys, very good 
condition. 

£1,599 ono 
07879 403302. 


m 
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FIAT PANDA 

2010, 53,000 miles, two former 
keepers, service history, 

£30 per year road tax. 

MoT December 2018. 

£1,650 

07923132859. 



FIAT PANDA 

07, 1.1, 

MoT'd, 4dr, 

low miles, 77,000 miles, 
very clean throughout. 

£1,100 ono. 

01384 251328. 07972 169554. 



FORD FIESTA 1.4 


3-door hatchback, 2004, MOT 
2019, immaculate light green, 
air conditioning, electric 
windows, reliable, good runner, 
garaged. 

£750 

07771 428793. 

View Birmingham. 


BARGAIN 


FORD KA 

1200cc, 2007 plate. 

Full MoT, low miles. 

New clutch fitted, two owners. 
Lovely condition, 

£895. 

07412 878308. 



FORD KA 

Yellow, 57 Reg., 
43,000 miles, 
perfect condition, 
two owners. 

£500 o.n.o. 
07775 608505. 



1998, 58,000 Miles, Blue, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, alarm, MOT, central 
locking, one owner, pas, 
sunroof, Alloys, Stereo, CD, 
£300 ono 
07934471315 



ROVER 45 CLASSIC 


2004, 54 reg, 34,000 miles, red, 
air bag, alarm, MoT, central 
locking, pas, sunroof. Future 
classic Rover. 

£995 ono. 

07462 693134. 


BARGAIN 


SEAT IBIZA 

07 reg. 

123,000 miles. 
Very good condition. 
Alloys. 

12 months MoT. 

£800 ono. 
07424 525838. 


FORA 

QUICK SALE 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 

5dr hatchback, 1600cc, 2003, 
MOT till August, silver, mileage 
approx 75,000, petrol, good, 
clean and reliable Family 
only 
£595 ono, 

for quick sale, any trial. 
07928 679949 / 

01902 262001. 


uly car 



VW POLO 1.2 E 

3 door hatchback. 

2004. Red. Petrol. Manual. 
MoT May 19. 

119,000 miles. 

Good condition. 

Great first car. 

£1,095 ono. 

07871 521216/01562 911634. 



SUZUKI SV6505 

2014, MoT, fsh, 1,020 miles, 
new battery, 

£3,200. 

07770 713864 or 01902 
791570. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


mainline,* 

Salvage & Recovery 

• SCRAP CARS WANTED 
FREE COLLECTION 
TOP PRICES PAID 

Fully Licensed • C.O.D Issued 
No Fines • No Comebacks 

1000’s of vehicle parts in stock 
01902 871111 • 07772 240819 
07895 346811 

www.mainlinesalvage.co.uk 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


SELL IT 

FAST 

SELL IT 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 


if- 

a 


•Jr 

Classified 


> 

CROWN 

MOTORS 


Guaranteed best price 
for your unwanted 
cars and vans 

07903 549849 

buyer will call 




Local 

Information 


[ 

ilii 

L 

Personals 

BURIAL PLOT two Interments, 


PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
A PREMISES LICENCE 

An application for a Premises 
Licence has been made by 
to Russell Potts to Sandwell 
Metropolitan Borough Council 
in respect of premises known as 
Jays Bar which are situated at 2-3 
Graingers Lane, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands B64 6AH. 

The proposed application is as 
follows: 

Sale & Consumption of Alcohol 
Mon - Thurs 12pm -11 pm 
Fri - Sat 12pm - 2am 
Sunday 12pm - 11pm 
A record of the application may 
be inspected at Trading Standards 
and Licensing Section, Unit 33 
Coneygree Road, Tipton, DY4 
8XR during normal office hours 
Monday to Friday. 

Any representations by interested 
parties or responsible authorities 
regarding the application must 
be made in writing to: Trading 
Standards & Licensing, Homes 
& Communities Directorate, 
Sandwell Council House, PO Box 
2372, Oldbury B69 3BS. 

28th June 2018 

It is an offence, liable on summary 
conviction to a fine up to Level 5 
(5000) on the standard scale, to 
knowingly or recklessly make a 
false statement in connection with 
the application. 


100's of lonely women seeking men 
for casual dates & more, easy / dis¬ 
creet. Call NOW 07008 026348. 
18 + SWAP NUMBERSfwith local 
HOTTIES seeking Adult Fun! 
01902 489 181/txt: 07860 021670 


★ ★★ 

CLASSIC GUY, 54 
SLIM, 5FT 10INS 

Black hair, brown eyes. 
Loving, kind, caring, sincere, 
easy going, romantic, sensitive, 
spiritual, friendly. 

Own business. 

Looking for a female soulmate 
to share my life with. 

Age unimportant. 

Single Moms welcome. 

Box Number P21205, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



LOOKING FOR TALL DARK 
HAIRED FELLA FROM 
HALESOWEN 

Maybe late 40's? 

Who accompanies his mom on 
2 Easter trips to Torquay / 
Devon, staying at the Nethway 
Hotel, travelling with Green Line 
Coaches. 

Blonde lady would like to meet 
up, please get in touch! 

Box Number P21213, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


GO 
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THE ONLY READ FOR REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 

Part of Express & Star Ltd EXp^SS & StSI* 























































































































Speedway stars parade in front of the many fans 


Loyal - fans turn out in force to support riders 



Ron and Lynn Chadbone and Keith Couldrey 



Lloyd ‘Sprouts’ Elder at the open meeting in 1928 


Spluttering start but still 
on track after 90 years 


SPEEDWAY at Monmore Green has 
revved past the 90-year mark. The sta¬ 
dium first became home to speedway 
in May 1928 but got off to a spluttering 
start when one bike failed to start. 

A crowd flocked to see the the first big clash be¬ 
tween Englishman Ivor Creek and American Lloyd 
‘Sprouts’ Elder but the engine on Elder’s machine 
refused to fire. 

However, not one to let the crowd down, Elder bor¬ 
rowed Creek’s bike to put in some spectacular demon¬ 
stration laps. 

Wolverhampton got a taste for the roar of the en¬ 
gines and since then riders have clocked up countless 
laps of the Monmore track. And 90 years later fans 
turned out recently to mark 90 years of speedway in 
the city watching Wolves beat Poole 46-44. 

The first time a Wolverhampton team actually 
raced around the track was in July 1929 against War¬ 
rington and Wolverhampton-born Tommy Deadman, 
who was employed by the Sunbeam Factory and was 
the biggest star at the time. 

Merged 

Then, after two mediocre seasons and poor crowds, 
they closed for 20 years. 

It was revived again in 1951 but the Wasps, as they 
were then known, only won a miserable five meetings 
out of their 36 league encounters and finished at the 
bottom of the table. 

Down the road, Cradley Heathens lost £6,000 dur¬ 
ing the 1953 season and were at risk of folding but 
instead merged with the Wasps. The team was led 
by Brian Shepherd before he retired and then Harry 
Bastable but he switched to Birmingham so he could 
ride at a higher level. 

Racing stopped again at the stadium in 1954. There 
was another seven years of silence at Monmore until 
speedway was relaunched in 1961 with the new 
Wolves team in the second tier of British speedway. 
The team were Provincial League winners in 1963. 

But that same year devastation hit when the stands 
caught fire, resulting in the track’s closure and major 
renovation as a new stand was built. 

In 1965, the Provincial League and the National 
League merged, putting Wolves into top-tier racing 


SPORTING FEATURE 


Report by Charlotte Callear 


In 1965, the Provincial 
League and the Nation¬ 
al League merged, putting 
Wolves into top-tier racing 
for the first time 


for the first time - and they have remained there ever 
since except for three years in the early 1980s. 

Many legends have raced around the track, from 
Ole Olsen to ‘Sudden’ Sam Ermolenko and Tai 
Woffinden. 

Olsen arrived at Monmore Green at the start of 
1970 and won the World Championship final in 1971 
and 1975 but the team did not finish any higher than 
seventh in the league during his time at the club. 
That was in 1973. 

In the same year, the club raced against Leicester 
and won the Midland Cup final. 

Injuries 

Olsen made 179 appearances and scored a total of 
2,248 points. In 1986, Wolves signed American Er¬ 
molenko who went on to become the club’s all-time 
leading scorer and won a world title in 1993. Chris 
Van Straaten took over the club and they climbed to 
third place in the British League in 1986. 

Tragedy has also struck the venue with the deaths 
of riders such as Gary Peterson during the 1975 Mid¬ 
land Cup final and severe injuries suffered by Swedish 
rider Fredrik Lindgren who suffered head, neck and 
back injuries in August, 2011. 

In 2001, they were sponsored for the first time by 
Parry’s International who back them to this day. 

The team have enjoyed their most successful period 
over recent years, becoming Elite League champions 
in 2002, 2009 and 2016. 


All action - Monmore Green in Wolverhampton 



Tennis scheme gives 
advantage to players 

A REVOLUTIONARY organisation is bucking the trend in the West Mid¬ 
lands as national participation in sports declines. 

Thanks to Local Tennis Leagues (LTL), adults have all standards have 
the chance to play friendly, competitive tennis on public courts. 

Across Britain there are nearly 200 leagues open to men and women 
and last year more than 8,000 people took part, playing in excess of 30,000 
matches. 

In the West Midlands alone there are 11 leagues, including in Dudley, 
Lichfield & Burntwood and Wolverhampton. Local Tennis Leagues have 
spearheaded a sporting renaissance in local parks. It said what were often 
‘Cinderella courts’ - left behind and forgotten - were now thriving again. 

Leagues are open to adults over the age of 18, and a round - lasting eight 
weeks - costs £18. 

To find out more or to join a Local Tennis League in the West Midlands 
visit www.localtennisleagues.com/westmidlands 


Black Country home 
to judo headquarters 

THE British Judo Association is moving its headquarters to the Black 
Country as talks continue over holding the sport at the 2022 Common¬ 
wealth Games in Birmingham. 

The organisation is moving up to 30 of its staff from Loughborough 
Technology Centre to Kudhail House, on the Birmingham Road, Walsall. 
It moves operations closer to the British Judo Centre of Excellence, at the 
University of Wolverhampton campus in Gorway Road in Walsall. 

There are also plans for judo to be held at the centre for the Common¬ 
wealth Games. It could see a new arena built for the sport. 

British Judo Association chief executive Andrew Scoular said: “It has 
long been our ambition to have all staff based in a centralised location. With 
the proposed move to Kudhail House nearing completion, it promises to be 
an exciting future for the association.” 

The marketing and communications was the first to move to the new 
office. The remainder of the team will come over the next few months. 


Williams tops bill at 
new fight night venue 

WOLVERHAMPTON’S Kyle Williams tops the bill on BCB Promotions’ 
‘Emerging Stars’ boxing show this weekend. He will fight defending cham¬ 
pion Thomas Essomba over 10 rounds for the English bantamweight title. 

Saturday’s show will go ahead at Willows Banqueting Suite, Bath Street, 
Willenhall, after the original venue, Wolverhampton’s Starworks Ware¬ 
house, was hit by a fire. 

The show had then been moved to Wolverhampton University but has 
been moved to Willenhall and will now go ahead as planned. 

The packed undercard features Antony Woolery, Lauren Johnson, Levi 
Ferguson, Sean Davis, Craig Morris, Damian Kiwior, Connor Parker, and 
Connor Lee. 

Doors open at 6pm, with the first bell at 7. Tickets are £40, or £45 on the 
door. VIP ringside passes are £65. 

To buy, contact any of the participating the boxers via Facebook or visit 
iboxingtickets.com. 
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On track for marking 
90 years of speedway 
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Final jigsaw 
Diece sought 
oy skipper 

JAMIE Harris (89) and Masharraf Shaz- 
ad (45 not out) saw Halesowen to 203- 
7at Leamington but William Masinghe 
(70), Waqar Ahmed (49) and Sulaiman 
Hussein (48 not out) put Leamington 
into a strong position as they achieved 
a four wicket win with nearly four overs 
remaining. Eddie Rhodes took 3-49. 

Captain Alexei Kervezee said: “We 
were probably 20-30 runs light on that 
surface and that’s what’s cost us. Our 
bowlers worked really hard to get us in 
with a shout. We will be looking at our 
batting line up this week to see where 
we are with it as we need shore up a few 
holes in order to be more consistent. 

“We are still playing well for most of 
the game but we just need to get that 
final piece of the jigsaw right.” 

The 2nd and 3rd XI stormed to com¬ 
prehensive wins against West Brom¬ 
wich Dartmouth and Hallow Taverners 
respectively. For the Seconds, Moham¬ 
med Shauib with 75 was supported by 
Scott Jones (43) and Mark Hutchinson 
(27no) out of 213-6 off 50 overs. Dart¬ 
mouth were 118 all out thanks to Charlie 
Greening’s 6-31 in 15 overs. 

The Thirds remain top of their divi¬ 
sion in the Worcs League thanks to Dan- 
yaal Ahmed’s 4-23 and Siddesh Chavan’s 
64, backed up by Richard Cox (35no) to 
win by five wickets chasing down 155. 
The 4ths remain bottom after a 79-run 
defeat to Hallow. Reyaan Ahmed, aged 
13, took 3-3. 

The firsts play Shifnal on Saturday 
at Seth Somers Park, noon; the 2nd XI 
visit Walsall, 12.30pm; the Thirds are at 
Malvern lsts, 12.30pm and the 4ths play 
West Malvern Seconds, Earls High, 1pm. 

Hot conditions add 
to the test of fitness 
for DK's athletes 

WITH very little on the calendar at the 
weekend it was left to two of the clubs 
racing ladies to fly the flag for Dudley 
Kingswinford Running Club by taking 
part in The Race on the Edge, a nine- 
mile race over undulating trails from 
Much Wenlock, Shropshire. 

Advertised as a challenging off-road 
multi-terrain race with a hilly profile, 
competitors could anticipate some lung 
bursting climbs - and the warm and 
sunny conditions only added to the test 
of fitness. 

Daniel Connolly was first home for 
Bridgnorth RC in 54.36, ahead of Wol¬ 
verhampton & Bilston’s Dan Maskew 
in 57.34 and Oily Laws of Newham in 
58.20. 

In the ladies’ race Rachel Parker of 
Mercia claimed victory in 64.16, from 
Fern Cotteroll of Ludlow in 64.27 and 
Lisa Laws in 70.36. 

DK’s Helen Tromans claimed 48th 
overall, fifth lady and first in her age 
group in a time of 72.43 and Hannah 
McGuire stopped the clock on 88.30 to 
finish in 122nd place. 


Tributes paid to DK rugby stalwart 



Graham Robbins, centre with former inter¬ 
nationals Jonathan Davies, and Phil Vickery 


TRIBUTES have been paid to a rugby stalwart 
who spent four decades at Dudley Kingswinford. 

Graham Robbins spent more than 40 years in¬ 
volved with DK in various roles as a player, chair¬ 
man and then president. The proud Welshman, 
described as ‘the life and soul’ of the club, passed 
away on May 29 following an illness. 

Rugby secretary Pete Edmonds said grandfa- 
ther-of-five Mr Robbins would be greatly missed 
by all involved with the club. 

Mr Edmonds said: “Graham was the life and 
soul of the club - a massive part of it. He was orig¬ 
inally a player, served as chairman and moved to 
be president. He will be very sadly missed and 
was one of those people who was the face of DK 


when you went down to the club.” Mr Robbins, 
who lived in Kingswinford, leaves behind his wife 
Joan, children Darren and Nicola and grandchil¬ 
dren Sophie, Tom, Jack, Harvey, and Zach. 

He worked in the steel industry, moving from 
his native Wales to South Africa before settling in 
the Black Country in the early 1970s. 

A club statement said: “Graham was one of 
those guys that you immediately associated with 
DK. His presence will be missed at first team 
games, both by the DK stalwarts and the com¬ 
mittee men from all the clubs we currently play. 

“Graham’s memory will burn bright at Heath- 
brook.” 



CRADLEY romped to the club’s 
biggest win in almost four 
years with a 68-22 demolition 
of Buxton on Monday night. 

The Motor Market Heathens were al¬ 
ways major favourites with the visitors 
severely depleted through injury 

And they dominated from start to finish to re¬ 
turn to the top of their National Trophy group. 

Heathens got their night off to the perfect 
start, opening with four, 5-1 maximums. In fact, 
they only failed to claim a race winner in one sin¬ 
gle heat, when Buxton skipper Tom Woolley took 
the chequered flag in heat seven. Even that was 
pushed hard as talented teen Drew Kemp chased 
down to the line. 

Punished 

The youngster was punished with a 15-metre 
handicap after breaking the tapes in the initial 
staging, but soon worked his way into second 
place before pushing Woolley all the way. 

Kyle Bickley stormed to a 15-point maximum 
- his second unbeaten meeting in succession, 
skipper Adam Roynon led by example with a paid 
maximum of his own and Alfie Bowtell hit double 
figures for a third straight fixture, despite riding 
round for third in heat 13 with a slow puncture. 

Chris Widman was a part of three maximums 
and Jason Edwards had a solid night in his first 
meeting in the main body of the side. 

Heathens now lead the way on 14 points. 
Home and away meetings against rivals Birming¬ 
ham are to come, but first they face a pivotal trip 
to Leicester to face Coventry on Sunday. 

Cradley 68: Drew Kemp 17, Kyle Bickley 15, Adam Roynon 12+3, 
Alfie Bowtell 10+2, Chris Widman 8+3, Jason Edwards 6+2, Brad¬ 
ley Andrews R/R. 

Buxton 22: Tom Woolley 8, Ben Wilson 7, Ben Woodhull 3, Lewis 
Whitmore 2, Luke Whitehead 1, Kieran Douglas 1, David Wallinger 
R/R. 


Drew Kemp in action during Monday night’s romp over Buxton 

Kyle’s delight as Hitmen shot down 


CRADLEY rider Kyle Bickley 
spoke of his delight after re¬ 
cording another faultless per¬ 
formance in the Heathens’ huge 
win against Buxton on Monday 
night. 

The teenager powered to a 
second consecutive 15-point 


maximum in a dominant 68-22 
win for his side, leaving Bickley 
unbeaten in both his meetings 
against the Hitmen. 

“Right from my first race 
everything just clicked,” he said, 
“I didn’t make any mistakes 
and I was really pleased with 


how I rode.” The win was the 
Heathens’ biggest win in almost 
four years, leaving confidence 
sky-high in the Cradley camp. 

And it means the team return 
to the top of their National Tro¬ 
phy group, ahead of travelling to 
Coventry this weekend. 



Duo second 
in battle of 
endurance 

THE Double Two Racing team earned a 
second-place finish in the latest No Lim¬ 
its Endurance series at Donington Park. 

Pete Wright and Martyn Siviter 
drafted in support rider and Cup 600 
championship leader, Scott Stevens for 
round three of the 600 Class - but from 
the off things began to go wrong. 

Wright, from Tividale, said: “Scott 
was to qualify first but realised he had 
left his armband back at the sprint rider 
pits, so grabbed a pushbike to fetch it. 
But qualifying was seconds from getting 
under way so I hurriedly got ready and 
out on to the track.” 

Wright posted a time good enough for 
first in class and 15th overall, but Scott 
then started suffering severe gearbox 
issues, which meant Wright and Black- 
heath’s Siviter would have to do the full 
six hours between them. 

Wright started and maintained first 
in class, extended by Siviter. A two-lap 
lead had opened up before major issues 
followed. The bike cut out three times 
trying to leave pit lane as the C02 sen¬ 
sor kicking in due to a blocked air filter. 

As Wright tried to make up time, a 
bike spilled oil in front of him and he 
was spat back upright by the bike. He 
then avoided crashing again before the 
red flag came out. 

Still holding third place and with the 
track rideable again, Wright went out 
then Siviter dragged the team back up to 
second. Wright tried to catch first place 
but the gap was too big and Double Two 
Racing finished 60 seconds behind. 

Evans lines up for 
a shot at the men 

DUDLEY’S Reanne Evans is joining a 
new mixed-gender snooker tour for the 
2018/19 season. 

Ranked number two in women’s 
snooker, Evans has been nominated to 
join the Challenge Tour alongside world 
champion and world number one, Ng On 
Yee, from Hong Kong. 

They each have the opportunity 
to compete in 10 new mixed gender 
events which carry a total prize fund of 
£100,000 as well as two tour cards for 
next season’s professional circuit. 

Evans is a multiple women’s world 
champion who has beaten men on the 
professional circuit before. 
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STEP INTO SUMMER WITH OUR JUNE SAVINGS! 
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